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Beautiful Worship: 
The Rules of Siyam and Hajj 
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The Rules of Fasting 


Mubtilaat-us-Siyam: 


_ The Nullifiers of Fasting 
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Ramadan: A Month of 
Blessings 














C) | What is Ramadan? 


©) Understand the special virtues o | its of fasting. 
5 ae and appreciate the spiritual, medical, psychological and social oe ie 5 
5 3 5 i > E C a + 
ey Learn and memorize the ahadeeth about Ramadan and fasting in this chap 


| 


the month of Ramadan. 






2), which mean 


Sawm (> pa) or siyam n jiis 
‘ng. is one of the five pillars of Islam. 
n during the month of Ramadan is 
obligatory upon every Muslim, male A 
female, who is sane and- mature. Alla , 
Almighty has promised a great p or 
those of us who fast, while punishing those 
that deliberately don’t. Sawm has many spir- 
itual, physical, moral and social br 
However, the most important lesson of fast- 
ing is the attainment of piety and conscious- 
ness of Allah (Stig tle. 





Ramadan is the month of fasting in Islam. 


lamic lunar year, 
It is the 9th month of the Is | 
and it is either 29 or 30 days. Ramadan is an 
Arabic word that means heat and thirst. 
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Ramadan: The Special Month 


The month of Ramadan has a special 
place in Islam. Here are some of the virtues 
of this unique month: 


E Fhe Fa A m, Fh F F h P SF Fare F. yF 
. ine Month of Qu Coit 


Allah has chosen to start revealing the 
Qur’an to Prophet Muhammad during the 
month of Ramadan. Allah says in Surat-ul- 
Baqarah, 
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The month of Ramadan is that in which the 


Qur'an was revealed, a guidance to men and clear 
proofs of the guidance and the distinction; 


2, The month of Laylat-ul-Qadr 


This month has a unique night of Laylat- 
ul-Qadr, in which the Qur'an was first 


» revealed. To pray the night of Qadr, you will 


be rewarded similar to a servant who wor- 
shipped God for one thousand months. 
Allah says in Surat-ul Qadr, 


> Gee . >% wf ic we i = 
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{1} Surely We revealed it on the grand night. 
{2} And what will make you comprehend what the 
grand night is? {3} The grand night is better than 
a thousand months. {4} The angels and Jibreel 
descend in it by the permission of their Lord for 
every affair, {5} Peace! it is till the break of the 
morning, [Surat-ul-Qadr 97:1-5] 











 # 





3. The Month of Fasting 


j the obser- 
Allah also decided to make 
vance of fasting during Ramadan. Allah says 


in the ayah in the previous point | 
( Ech ike igo 


“Whoever of you is present in the month, he 
shall fast therein.” I Surat-ul-Bagarah 2:185] 


A. The Month of Obedience 


During Ramadan Allah inspires people to 
do the good deeds that lead to Jannah and. 
avoid the sins that lead to Hellfire. He also. 
locks up the devils and prevents them me 
working on people to make them sin and dis- 


. lievers to 
obey Allah. This helps the be | 
a more obedient to Allah during 
Ramadan and carry the habit of obedience 
after Ramadan. Imams Bukhari and Muslim 


that the Prophet has said, 
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SG asl mez Ade alt 
CAT TeS vial eed Ole j je Ey 
abha ee a « jul el yl 


Abu Hurayrah narrated that Rasoolullah said: 

“When Ramadan comes the gates of Jannah 
are opened, the gates of Hellfire are closed, and 
Satans will be locked up.” 


Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim 


The Importance of Fasting 


Siyam, or fasting, is the fourth pillar of 
Islam. It is a very important worship for 
many reasons. Let's take a look at what was 
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Umamah reported: "I ca 7 
Se 'Order me to do a deed that will allow me to enter 


Paradise.’ He said: 'Stick to fasting, as there is no equivalent to 
it' Then I came to him again and he said: Stick 
Reported by Ahmad, an-Nasa', and al-Hakim. 


mentioned about the virtues of fasting by 
Allah's Messenger 2%; and his companions 


(R). 


Hadeeth Shareef 





me to the Messenger of Allah 


to fasting.” 


f Allah 
h (RA) reported, that the Messenger © 
seats en ee dieses comes , the doors of Heaven ate 
p | the doors of Hell are closed, and the devils are put 


rf 
in chains, and the doors of mercy are opened. 
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From the previously mentioned ahadeeth, 
we see that fasting has many virtues 
designed to build a Muslim into a God-fear- 
ing individual. Siyam was an often. per- 


i Hadeeth Shareef 


The Prophet Muhammad += said: “The fragrance of the 


mouth of a fasting person is more peasant to Allah than the 
smell of musk.” 


Anas reported that the Messenger of Allah -€ said: 
“Whoever fasts during the month of Ramadan with faith and 
is hopeful of reward, all his past sins will be forgiven, and 
whoever stands up in prayer with faith and is hopeful of 
reward, all his past sins will be forgiven, and whoever stands 


up in prayer during the blessed night with faith and is hopeful 
of reward, all his past sins will be forgiven.” 
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formed practice of Allah’s Messenger £E and 
we are encouraged to fast during the month 
of Ramadan, as well as outside of Ramadan. 


The Benefits of Fasting 


Fasting has many virtues that benefit not 
only individuals, but societies as well. Fasting 


has spiritual, physical, psychological, as well as 


social benefits. We will take a look at those 
individually: 


l. Spiritual Benefits of Siyam 


1. Siyam Leads to Taqwa, or Piety. 
Taqwa s; , or piety, is a state of love and 


closeness to Allah, as well as obedience to Him. 


A Muslim who observes taqwa always loves — 
Allah, obeys Him, wishes to win His pleasure 
and Jannah, and fears His wrath and Hellfire. 
This causes the believer to become always 
mindful of Allah and aware of Him. 


Siyam is an important pillar of Islam and 
great ‘Ibadah, or worship. It clears the heart 
of the believer and inspires him to become 
pious. 


Allah , Jigs cle. says in Surat-ul-Bagarah: 
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O you who believe! Observing the fasting is 


prescribed for you as it was prescribed for those 
before you, that you may become pious. [2:183] 


The main purpose for prescribing fasting 
was to bring a sense of piety and God-con- 
sciousness to the individual that fasts. Fasting 
strengthens one’s faith in the sovereignty and 
oneness of Allah ss ail. Up to dawn, 





one is free to eat lawful food as he / she likes, 
butas soon as the white line appears on the 
horizon, one begins, the abstinence from eating, 
drinking, and mating. Other pleasures of life 7 
can continue till sunset and with it the fast Wi 
come to anend. This entire process of eating 
during the permitted time and ee A 
ing the prohibited. period is a unique — 1o 
training the individual on compliance and obe 
dience. This is the essence of tagwa, or piety 3 
you learned earlier. Piety, in general, is to a 
ingly obey God’s orders and avoid His prohibi- 
tions: 


2. Siyam Helps the Believer to Win Great 
B promised the fasting Muslims gra- 
cious rewards. Imam Al-Bukhari reported that 
llah said, `. g 
nae action of the son of Adam is given 
manifold reward, each good deed receiving ten 
times its like, up to seven hundred times. Allah 
the Most High said, ‘Except for fasting, for it is 
for Me and I will give recompense for it, he | 
leaves off his desires and his food for Me. For 
the fasting person there are two times of joy; a 
time when he breaks his fast and a time of joy 
when he meets his Lord, and the smell coming 
from the mouth of the fasting person is better 
with Allah than the smell of musk.” 


3. Siyam Brings Allah’s Forgiveness. | 
Observing the fast in Ramadan with sincere 
intention causes the believer to be forgiven of 
all past sins. Scholars note however, that — 
forgiveness does not apply to major sins wht 
require the Muslim to offer to Allah a sincere 
repentance before they are completely forgiven. 


all J gwy of ac Uh 2 32 ol oF 
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4. Sawm Helps the Believer to Win Jannah. 
The Prophet explained that fasting Muslim 


will enter Jannah from a special gate called Ar- 
. Rayyan. 
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Sahl ibn Sa’ said that the Prophet (s.a.w.) 
aid: | 
“Indeed there is a gate of Paradise called ar- 
Rayyaan. On the Day of Resurrection those 
who fast will enter through it; no one enters 
it except for them, and when they have — 
entered, it is closed so that no one enters it, so 
when the last of them enters it, it 1s closed, 
and whoever enters it drinks, and whoever 
drinks never becomes thirsty.” [Reported by 
Tbn Khuzaimah and others]. 


5. Sawm Shields the Muslim from the 
Punishment in Jahannam. 

Abdullah ibn 'Amr reported that | 
Rasoolullah « said: "The fast and the Qur'an 
are two intercessors for the servant of Allah | 
on the Day of Resurrection. The fast will say: 
'O Lord, I prevented him from his food and 
desires during the day. Let me intercede for 
him.’ The Qur'an will say: 'I prevented him 
from sleeping at night. Let me intercede for 
him.’ And their intercession will be accepted. 
Reported by Ahmad. 


Abu Sa’eed al-Khudri reported ai the 
id: " t fasts on 
Messenger of Allah said: "No servan 
a day a the path of Allah except that Allah 
removes the Hellfire seventy years further 
away from his face." Reported by Al- 
Baukhari, Muslim and others. 


il; Physical and Medical Benetits. 


Fasting is an ancient practice that wise 
people used to observe for spiritual, psycho- 
logical, and medical uplift. Pythagoras, 
Socrates, Plato and Aristotle, practiced and 
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prescribed prolonged fasting. Plato said he 
fasted "for greater physical and mental effi- 
ciency." Philippus Paracelsus, famed Swiss 
physician and one of three Fathers of 
‘Western Medicine, with Greece's Hippocrates 
and Galen , once said, 

“Fasting is the greatest remedy--the physician 
within! ”-- 

Not only does fasting have spiritual bene- 
fits, but it also has physical and medical ben- 
efits. Abstaining from food periodically will 

zaid the body in cleansing itself from impuri- 
ties. Fasting allows the body to rid itself of 
poisonous substances that can lead to serious 
illness and disease. 


Obesity is one of the many problems that 
plague our modern society. Around 61% of 
U.S. adults were already overweight or obese 
by 1999. The Los Angeles Times reported at 
the beginning of 2006 that: "Vast numbers of 
Americans have outgrown the weightiest 
medical description: morbid obesity. About . 
725,000 to a million fit this 'super-obese’ cate- 
gory. The economic cost of this epidemic was 
nearly $120 billion annually by 2006, not to 
mention the 300,000 American deaths it's 
causing each year. 

The U.S. Surgeon General noticed that 
“Obesity is reaching epidemic proportions in 
America, and could soon cause as much pre- 
ventable disease and death as cigarette smok- 
ing.” Being overweight or obese increases 
one's risk for heart disease, cancer, diabetes, 
stroke, arthritis, breathing problems (asthma 
and sleep apnea), reproductive complica- 
tions, gall bladder disease, incontinence, 
increased surgical risk, and psychological dis- 
orders such as depression.. __ 

In his book Staying Healthy with | 
Nutrition: The Complete Guide to Diet and 
Nutritional Medicine, Dr. Elson Haas recom- 
mends fasting as a remedy to obesity and 
many other diseases. He contended, 


Fasting is the single greatest natural healing 
therapy. It is nature’s ancient, universal "reme- 
dy” for many problems. Animals instinctively fast 


when ill. When I first discovered fasting, 15 years 
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ago, I felt as if it had saved my life and trans- 
formed my illnesses into health. My stagnant 
energies began flowing, and I became more cre- 
ative and vitally alive. I still find fasting both a 
useful personal tool and an important therapy for 
many medical and life problems. ` 


Fasting in Ramadan and voluntary fasting 
through out the year can help reduce the 
effects of obesity and help guard the body 
from picking up excess weight. Ridding the 
body of these harmful impurities will even 
help people to look younger and stay full of 
energy, since wrinkles are often-times caused 
by a build up of acid forming waste matter. 
Fasting in fact, allows the body to undergo'a 
thorough cleansing process that will not 
progress if it has to continue processing and 
digesting the food that we eat. 


In short, our Islamic fasting programs is 
extraordinarily successful for losing unneces- 
sary weight, detoxification, regeneration, 
cleansing and more skillful orientation 
toward optimum physical and psycholugical 


health. l 















ill. Psychological Benefits. 


Closeness to Allah and purity of heart is 
the true way to attain happiness in life. Allah 
is the One who grants people happiness and 
positive psychological status or deprives 
them from it. Attaining Taqwa and higher 
level of iman and spirituality through fasting 
is a natural way to become psychologically 
healthy. 


By ridding the body of waste materials, it 
also allows the body to think more clearly. A 
clean and clear mind helps us to think ration- 
ally and analyze problems and situations 
more appropriately. Ilinesses such as depres- 
sion, anxiety, and related issues can be elimi- 
nated or minimized by good health and 
sound thought, all of which can be gained 
with the help of fasting. Fasting wont cure 
these ills, however it allows the body to 
purge all of the wastes and impurities that 
aid in inducing these types of sickness. 

Fasting teaches us high discipline and 
self- control. A Muslim learns how to control 
his or her desires and psychological urges. 
Many Muslims quit smoking and other harm- 
ful addictions during the month of fasting. It 
is difficult for people to see or smell delicious 
food but not eat; fasting teaches us to do so. 
This disciplinary practice helps individuals 
and groups to become strong and determined 
in front of temptations of life. 


VI. Social Benefits. 


Fasting also promotes wellness within the 
society. Those who are wealthy and well-to- 
do can sympathize with those who are poor 
and unfortunate by sharing in their pain and 
hunger. Unfortunately, we live in a society 
that no longer urges us to feel any compas- 
sion for our fellow man, however Muslims 
have been encouraged to help their brothers 
and sisters under any circumstances. 
Through fasting, a newfound respect for 
_ those who are suffering can inspire those for- 

tunate people to help the poor and needy 


take and take actions in doing 50. 

Fasting also creates a sense of sympathy 
and fellow feeling in the hearts and minds of 
Muslims. By fasting, one feels the pains of 
poverty, hardships of starvation, and hunger 
that the unfortunate people suffer. It is these 
pains that condition a Muslim to-help others 
and sacrifice for the sake of Allah , Jes abou. 


Observing fasts also creates and strength- 
ens the sense of equality between Muslims. 
During the month of Ramadan all the 
Muslims both rich and poor, the learned and 
the ignorant, the elite and the rural are sub- 
jected to the same level of obedience. They 
also experience the same pains of hunger and 
thirst. 

The month of Ramadan is the month of 
giving. Millions of Muslims give out most of 
their zakah and charity while they are fasting 
during the month of Ramadan. This brigs the 
wealthy and the needy closer together and 
develop a more united and harmonious 
Islamic society. 















1. Write a poem about the month of Ramadan 





2. Write and perform a ł 
a play about Ram aot one 
cfaes ont themashd: i amadan and fasting in front of your 


Lm | 
3. Make ar j 
ake a research about the medical benefits of Islamic fasting 














D d are the similarities and differences between Christian and Islamic fasting? 


Li 2. How ca i l 
B. 4 n Islamic fasting benefit American or Western societies 
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How would a Muslim ttai tive i 
TSS Akta pesiive psychlogical health through fasting? 
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Ahkam-us-Siyam: 


at 1 A.H. (after Hijrah). In the Gregorian cal- 
endar, this was year 622. Omar ibn Al- 
Khattab aie alii >; was the first Khalifah, or 


Muslim ruler to introduce the Hijri calendar. 


Then, the full moon starts to go back to its 
crescent shape and gets thinner and thinner, 
until it disappears. That is the end of the 
lunar month. 








The Rules of Fasting 






The moon revolves around Earth. This is 
what causes the changes in the moon’s shape. 
One lunar month is either 29 or 30 days. This 
means that it takes as many days for the 
moon to go through all its phases and to 
complete a revolution. In contrast the 
Gregorian calendar follows the patterns of 
the sun, Gregorian months usually have 30 or | 
31 days. Therefore, the Lunar year is usually 
354 days while the Solar year is usually 365 


The Islamic Calendar 
C is Lunar 


The Islamic calendar is then lunar. This 
means that the calendar follows the patterns 
of the moon. The lunar month starts when 
the moon appears in crescent shape. This is 
called the “new moon.” Slowly, the crescent 





shape becomes thicker and thicker. A full days long. 
moon occurs in the middle of the month. 
— = SAT E R, RR T TEE O AE E EE SE 


orize the twelve Moths of the Islamic lunar year. 
nth of Ramadan starts and ends. 





©) Learn and mem 
©) Understand how the month of I 
A Learn the main rules of fasting in Islam. 
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i nn A e. - a . T f 
» Learn about the obligatory actions of fasting. a i : 
a et R E of fasting gi f 
5 ; Learn the recor mendep deeth of the chapter. eg M : "It is He Who made the sun to be a shining glory, and the moon to be a light of beau- ee 
3 Learn and memorize the ayaat and ahadeeth i | | = ty, and measured out stages for it, that you might know the number of years and the | 
| i. ie : = i 3 count of time. Allah did not create this except in truth. And He explains His signs in 
l « detail, for those who understand." [Surat Younus 10: 5]. 
Muslims use the Islamic calendar, also -E oe : k 
known as the Hijri calendar 1; 24 i! » The = 
Islamic calendar also consists of twelve 
months, from the month of ene a 1 | 
nii slamic calendar is pasea on W EN 
Thul-Hijjah. The I F) 


the moon. This makes it a lunar 4+ calen- 





dar. A lunar month happens when the moon F, | 
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Ibn Omar ce ati! ry reported that Rasoolullah (s) said: | 
“A month is twenty nine or thirty days.” | i 
Reported by Imams Muslim and Ahmad 


The Beginning of the h 
Islamic Calendar i Íd 








The Islamic calendar begins the — of | | 
ith Al-Hijrah, or the journey © j 
A "Makkah to Madinah. . This y | 


Prophet (s) from Mal 
is why the calendar 1s 
calendar. The year of the 


often called the Hijri 
Hijrah is thus dated | 
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| ‘CUT, The Digi ibra 
© 2002 eCUIP, The Digital Lik 
the Adler Planetarium and Astronomy Museum. 


The Islamic Month 


“The count of months 
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following table lists all the Islami 
Month (English) 
se Muharram 
— Safar 
Rabee’-ul-Awwal 


Rabee’-uth-Thant 
Jumadal-awwal 
Jumada-Thani 
Rajab 

Sha'ban 
Ramadan 














Shawwal 
Dhut-Qi'dah 
Dhul-Hijjah 


ry Project, Chicago, IL. Image created in 


[in the year] for Allah are twelve in 


a peme 
are twelve months in the Islamic year, 
| ond e month in the lunar year. 
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the book of Allah.” [ 9 :36] 
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just like in the Gregorian year. The 







Main Events 
Ashuraa 


_ The birth of Prophet Muhammad 
. The death of Prophet Muhammad 


israa’ and Mi'raaj 


The month of fasting (ist through 


29th or 30th) 
Fid-ul-Fitr (1st through 3rd) 


- Hajj 
. Fid-ul-Adha (10th through 13th) 
Jens 
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When dó we start 
fasting? 


In this section we will take a look at the ` 
start and finish of Ramadan. How should we 
begin Ramadan, and how should its begin- 
ning be calculated. 


The Arrival of Ramadan 


ke 


Every year the beginning of Ramadan 
brings new challenges to the Muslim commu- 
nity. Should Ramadan begin with the sight- 
ing of the moon locally? Should we start 
when Saudi Arabia starts? Should we begin: 
with the beginning of Ramadan in Pakistan? 
Do we rely on the calculations of the new 
moon by an observatory? These and many 
other questions are often asked at the begin- 
ning of Ramadan here in North America. 


The hilal signals the beginning of Ramadan 


C13} 


This generally goes back to a few main 
problems that we have here in the West. The 
first being that we have no Islamic central è ~: 
authority like in most Muslim countries... No. 
official muftis ọr-councils exist with enough . 
power to encourage the Muslim community 
as a whole to one authority. Second, many 
Muslims do not understand the fine details 
that go into the beginning of Ramadan 
according to the books of Islamic Figh. Third, 
a feeling of nationalism has also clouded the 
collective judgments of the Muslim commu- 
nity here in the West based along national 
lines. Unfortunately, some of us feel that var- 
ious interpretations of Islamic law are inher- 
ently better since-they coincide with the 
views of my fellow countrymen! This atti- 
tude is very detrimental to the community as 
a whole and does not conform to Islamic 
ideals! 


In this section, we will take a look at the 
beginning of Ramadan and how it should 
begin including sighting the moon and issues 
related to astronomical calculation.” 


Sighting the moon 


The month of fasting starts with the 
beginning of the lunar month of Ramadan. 
This event is confirmed traditionally by sight- 
ing the new crescent moon by the sunset of 
the 29th day of the lunar month of Sha’ban. If 
the crescent moon is not seen, Muslims wait 
until the thirty days of Sha’ban are complet- 
ed, then they start fasting the first day of 
Ramadan. 


Abu Hurayrah reported that the Prophet 
instructed: "Fast after you have seen it [the. 
new crescent] and end the fast [at the end of 
the month] when you see it. If it is hidden 
from you, then wait until the thirty days of 
Sha'ban have passed.” Reported by Al-Bukhari 
and Muslim: 


According to the majority of imams , the 7 
report of only one pious person is accepted to gi | 
decide the beginning of Ramadan. Ibn 'Umar § 











| learn precise detai 


said: "The people were looking for the. new 
moon and when I reported to the Messenger 
of Allah that I had seen it, he fasted and 
ordered the people to fast.” Reported by Abu 
Dawud, al-Hakim, and Ibn Hibban. 


Given these reports, the scholars have dif- 
fered regarding them. Tirmidhi states, ‘Most 
knowledgeable people act in accordance with 
these reports. They say that it is correct to 
accept the evidence of one person to deter- 
mine the beginning of the fast. This is the 
opinion of Ibn al Mubarak, ash-Shafi i, and 
Ahmad. An-Nawawi says that it is the 

ndest opinion. | 
o A the new moon of Shawwal 
[which signifies the end of the fast], it is con- 
firmed by sighting the crescent moon by the 
sunset of the 29th. day of Ramadan or by 
completing thirty days of Ramadan. Most 
fugahaa’, or jurists, state that the new moon. 
Shawwal must have been reported by at least 
two pious witnesses. However, other scholars 
do not distinguish between the new moon of 
Shawwal and the new moon of Ramadan. In 
both cases, he accepts the evidence of only 

one pious witness. Witnesses may be male or 
female. 


What about astronomical 
calculations? 


We are blessed to live in a world that has 
been made easy through the marvels of mod- 
ern science. Science and technology have 
enhanced the quality of life as well as taught 
mankind about the intricacies of the world. 
around him. Physics, Chemistry, Biology, 
and other earth sciences have unlocked the — 
answers to many of our questions that only a 
century ago, could not have been answered. 


One of those sciences that has been devel- 


oped and has answered some of those ques- 
tions has been the study of astronomy. 
Through astronomy, we have been able to 
İs regarding the natural 








occurrences of the positioning of the sun and 
moon with great certainty. Should these vast 
sciences be overlooked? In fact, a eae, 
marriage between astronomy and the Sunna 
of our beloved Messenger “© is possible to 
rid ourselves the problems regarding the start 
and end of Ramadan. 

Using advanced technology, we can now 
know accurate details about the beginning 
and end of solar and lunar months. Many 
contemporary scholars started now to accept 
acuurate astronomical information to deter- 
mine the beginning and end of Ramadan and 
other Islamic lunar months. The Figh Council 
and the Islamic Society of North America 
have recently decided to declare the begin- 
ning and end of Ramadan based on accurate 
astronomical reports. The use of astronomical 
data is now acceptable to many contempo- 
rary scholars, Islamic religious organizations 
and countries. There are still many other 
scholars and entities who are still studying | 
this issue or prefer to base their decision on 


the actual observation of the crescent moon 1n 


the beginning and end of Ramadan. 





What exactly is fasting? 


Sawm is the abstaining of food, drink, 
and sexual intercourse from dawn until sun- 


set with the explicit intention of doing so for - 


the sake of Allah. Fasting can be broken. 
down into five separate types or categories: 


l. Fard >+ : This is fasting done during 
the whole month of Ramadan once a year. 
2. Wajid >i: : This refers to fasts that are 
made to: l 
` - fulfill a nathr, or a vow on æ specific day 
or date for the sake of Allah, upon the ful- 
fillment of someone’s wish or desire. 
_ - Make up for a day or more you missed 
fasting in Ramadan. — 
~- Fasting as a kaffarah or expiation to 
expiate a religious mistake you made 


including, but not limited to, an oath 


you broke, a killing by mistake, and 
other incidents. 


3. Sunnah <.. : This refers to fasts that are 
made according to the noble example of 
Rasoolullah like fasting ‘Aashouraa’ on 
10th of Muharram or the Day of ‘Arafah on 
the 9th of Thul Hijjah. 


4, Mustahabb -ss : This refers to all 


fasts that are encouraged outside the oblig- 
atory fasts such as fasting on Mondays and 
Thursdays, and the 13th, 14th and 15th 
days of every lunar month. 


5. Haram p; : Such as fasts on the first 
days of Eid ul Fitr, Eid ul Adhaa, and the 
days of Tashreeq during Hajj (11th, 12th 
and 13th days of Thul-Hijjah) for the pil- 
grims. 


The Obligatory Actions of Fasting 


1, Niyyah: The intention to Fast 


The sincere intention to fast is a necessary 
act of fasting. Even if a person were to stay 


away from all the things that nullify fasting 
without a sincere intention, then this would 
not be considered a fast and that person 
would not gain the spiritual benefit of fast- 
ing. Sincere intention allows you to put away 
the troubles of the world and concentrate 
solely on fulfilling Allah’s | Jus, it. orders. 


It is not necessary to express the inten- 


tions verbally, because sincere intention is 
placed in the heart. However, it is permissi- 
ble, though not mandatory, to express inten- 
tion verbally also. In this way, you can com- 
bine sincere intention in both heart and mind. 


Additionally, intentions should be made 
the night before each day “that tomorrow I 
will fast.” The Maliki madhhab states that 
intention made at the beginning of the month 
of Ramadan is sufficient for the whole month, 
but the majority of scholars and mathahib 
agree that intention should be made on a 
nightly basis. The voluntary fasts, those that 
are not obligatory, can be intended up until 
the time of the early morning until noon. | 
After which, a voluntary fast would not 
count if intention was made after noon. 


2. Imsaak: Abstaining from Eating, 
Drinking and Mating during the day. 


Allah commanded that the fast starts 
from dawn and ends at sunset every day. 
During that time Muslims must refrain from 
eating, drinking and consuming substances 
like smoking, medicine and drugs. 





time is only during the time between Fajr 
(dawn) and Maghrib (sunset). A M 
stops eating slightly before Fajr and breaks 


Allah says in Surat-ul-Baqarah, 
the fasting immediately at sunset. 


“ee rayo BP 
Pee Bag if Wi ia 185 Y 
gi ai bss Sch g ls ea Y 


rG) fi aA Spall ae 


“And eat and drink until the whiteness of 
the day becomes distinct from the Ea 
of the night at dawn, then complete the fas 
till night.” (Surat-ul-Baqarah 2:187] 


sahabi ‘Adiyy Ibn Hatim said “When ri 
| ayah “Eat and drink until the white oie 
| becomes distinct to you...” was reveale ; i 
d took two threads; a black and white threa S 
and placed them underneath my omen l 
During the night I looked at them to as v 
guish between them. In the morning I wen 

f Allah and mentioned that 


the Messenger o . 
to him and he said: ‘It 1s the black of the 


night and the white of the day.” [Bukhari 
and Muslim]. 


Therefore, the fasting 


aa et 


a : 


seas for breaking the fast 





lei sles j 
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"tLe Ol eI ess Sa ll calg 


>9 pE bx ol 9) 
‘ala rizqika aftartu, thahaba- 


A E thabat-al-ajru insha’ Allah. 


thama’au wabtallatil urooqu, We 


alone, and broke my fast by eat- 


Thirst is over, my flesh is _ 
the will 


“O Allah I fasted for you 


i t you have given me. inirst: 
al Ey my reward for fasting 15 approved by 


of Allah.” 














Recommended Actions During Fasting 


The following actions discussed in this 
section refer to the acts that are considered 
mustahabb, or recommended by Prophet 
Muhammad +. These acts if done, bring the 
person who does them great thawab, or 
rewards, thus, they are important but not 
mandatory. Those actions are as follows: 


- Suhoor: pu- Suhoor is a pre-dawn 
meal that takes place right before the fasting 
begins before fajr prayer. It was an estab- 
lished Sunnah of Allah’s Messenger <= and 
those companions who followed him. — 

- Delaying the Suhoor: Not only is it 
sunnah to have a pre-dawn meal, it is also 
sunnah to do so as late as possible without 
eating after the Fajr athaan has been called. 
This helps during the day to not feel as hun- 
gry and fatigued. It also helps the person 
who is fasting to perform his religious obliga- 
tions with vigor and not feel sluggish 
throughout the day. 

- Immediately Breaking Fast: It is the 
Sunnah of Allah’s Messenger ££ to break his 
fast immediately when hearing the Athaan of 


the Maghrib prayer upon sunset at the end of 
the day. You shouldn’t delay breaking fast. 
This is a reward from Allah that we may eat 
immediately after completing our daily fast- 
ing during Ramadan. 

- Breaking the Fast with Dates: 
Breaking the fast with dry fresh dates is also 
the Sunnah of Allah’s Messenger “@ . If dates 
are not.available, then something else can be 
used, even a cup of water. 

- Making Intention During the Night: 
It is also mustahabb to make your intentions 
during the night. Remember, during 
Ramadan intention needs to be made before 
the Fajr time, however making intention dur- 
ing the night to fast the next day, safely: 
allows youto do.so without missing the time 
to make intention. 

The previously mentioned acts can bring 
the person who does them great rewards and 
can help protect him/her from falling into 
bad deeds during the fasting period... Keep 
these simple and easy things in mind, 
because they can make your fast that much 
better! 


Fasting Outside of Ramadan 


Ramadan is not the only time when 
Muslims are encouraged to fast. There are 
other voluntary fasts that a Muslim is encour- 
aged to perform. In this section, we will 
examine the optional fasts that were regularly 
observed by Allah’s-Messenger ‘2: and bring 
great reward to those who fulfill them. 


Fasting the First Six 
Days of Shawwal 


Shawwal is the month that immediately 
follows Ramadan. It has been narrated that 
any six days during that month are recom- 


mended to fast. 


Abu Ayyuob al-Ansari (Allah be pleased 
with him) reported that Rasoolullah said: 
“He who observed the fast of Ramadan and 
then followed it with six (days) of Shawwal; 
it would be as if he fasted forever.” 

Therefore, the person that fasts these six 
days after Ramadan, it’s as if he fasted his 
whole life. Scholars interpreted this hadeeth 
saying that fasting the thirty days of — 
Ramadan are rewarded as if one is fasting 
three hundred days since Allah rewards each 
good deeds tenfold. Then fasting the six days 
of Shawwal is rewarded also tenfold, which 
means that they will be considered as one 
fasts sixty days. The tital reward of both fasts 
will be as if you fast 360 days which amount 
to around one year. If a Muslim keeps the 
habit of doing that every year, he or she will 
be considered as fasting forever. 








According to the above mentioned 
hadeeth, it is very meritorious to fast on the 
day of ‘Ashuraa or the 10th of Muharram. 


Fasting on the day of 
‘Arafah 
Fasting on Mondays, 


Thursdays, as Well as 
Three Days Every Month 


Other hadeeth have been mentioned regard- 
ing fasting on the day of ‘Arafah. Let’s look at 
the following hadeeth on this point. 


Abu Qatadah al-Ansari (Allah be pleased 
with him) reported that Rasoolullah «= was 
asked about fasting on the day of 'Arafah (9th 
of Dhu'L-Hijja), whereupon he said: “Tt expiates 
the sins of the preceding year and the coming , 
year.” He was asked about fasting on the day of Likewise, it was also recommended by 
'Ashuraa (10th of Muharram), whereupon be Allah’s Messenger * © that Muslims fast at 
said: “It expiates the sins of the preceding least three days a month. The following 
year.” (This has been reported by Imam Muslim). ahadeeth illustrate this point. 


The Fast of ‘Ashuraa 


In a hadeeth related by Ibn Abbas (R) when 
| the Messenger of Allah came to Madinah, he 
| | found the Jews fasting the day of Aashuraa’. He 
inquired why they did so. They replied that it 
| was a good day, the day in which Allah deliv- 


Fasting on Mondays and Thursdays was 
also mentioned in numerous ahadeeth and is 
an established. practice of the Prophet aoe 


Abu Qatadah Ansari (RA) reported that 
Allah's Messenger “22 was asked about fast- 
ing on Monday, whereupon he said:” It is 
(the day) when I was born and revelation 
was sent down to me.” Reported by Muslim. 


Osamah ibn Zayd narrated that the 
Prophet of Allah ‘= used to fast on Monday 


| ered Prophet Musa and the Children of Israel and Thursday. When he was asked about it, 
| from their enemy, Pharaoh. As gratitude eee he said: “The works of the servants (of Allah) 
i fasted that day. The Prophet responded: I’m are presented (to Allah) on Monday and 


| closer to Musa than you.” He then fasted the Thursday.” Related by Tirmidhi 


| day and commanded the believers to fast.” 
ii (Bukhari and Muslim) Hunaydah ibn Khalid narrated from his 
wife on the authority of one of the wives of 
the Prophet X% who said: The Apostle of 


Allah used to fast the first nine days of Dhul- 


i The Jews fasted only on the 10th of 
Muharram and the Muslims were asked to fast 


one extra day. Thus one can fast either the 9th Hijjah, Ashura and three days of every 

| and 10th or 10th and 11th of the month. month, that is, the first Monday (of the 

E? month) and Thursday. Related by Tirmidht 

di Narrated by Salim's father: The Prophet 

ki said, "Whoever wishes may fast on the day of Narrated By Hafsah, Ummul Mu'minin : 
| Ashuraa. The apostle of Allah i$; used to fast three 

Ig Narrated By Ibn ‘Abbas: | never saw the days every m onth: Monday, Thursday and 

Prophet seeking to fast on a day more (prefer- Monday in cho next week 


a able to him) than this day, the day of 'Ashuraa’, 
or this month, i.e. the month of Ramadan. 


Umm Salamah once said: “Rasoolullah © 
used to command me to fast three days every 
month beginning with Monday or 
Thursday.” Reported by Tirmitht. 
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2. Kaffarah : 4S 3 It is a penalty for Abu Hurayrah reported that the Prophet 


Mubtilaat-us-Siyam: 


‘ missing a day of fasting in a certain manner (5) sai a a = ae ang 
sf» i as explained later. eats or drinks is to complete his fast, as it is 
The Nullifiers of Fasting p Allah who fed him and gave him something 
Let us learn now the main Mubtilaat-us- to drink.” [Reported by Al-Bukhari, Muslim 
Siyam, or the Nullifiers of Fasting. and others]: Tbn Abbas also reported that the 
Prophet (S) said: “Allah has excused for my 
1, Eating and Drinking. Deliberate eat- ummah: mistakes, forgetfulness and what 


they are forced to do.” 


ing, drinking and substance consumin | | | 
pe 5 ane [Reported by At-Tahawee, al-Hakim and Darqutni] 


(medicine, smoking, drugs etc.) break fasting. 
These actions nullify the fast if done willfully. 
= However, if a person eats or drinks for- 
getfully or accidentally or is forced to do it, 
the fasting will stay intact. That day should 
not to be made up and the person should 
continue his or her fasting. If someone forgets 
that he or she was fasting and ate or drank, 
then he must stop eating and drinking as 
soon as he remembers, then continue his or 
>. 4 her fasting. 


Similarly, if a person breaks the fast 
before the actual Maghrib (sunset), or after 
Fajr, because of a mistake in time recognition, 
he is not to make up the day. | 







Fa a r 7 A aL ting. R | 
A Learn the main nullifiers of fas l 3 a 
Understand the wisdom behind easing the fasting rules on people with m 
conditions. 

Understand how a broken fast can be made up. 

i Learn some common actions that do not nullify the fast. 


-are discouraged while fasting. 















5 | Di eek i ele oy Oe i While smoking and doing drugs is obvi- 
4 iie pen ain. =e sie : it ; B : : : 4 , ously prohibited ETE = Pp contempo- 
; : = | 1 x ta Hall = rary S cholars, smoking and othe r subs anne 
In this section, we will take a good lookat sie | Miro 7 consuming break the fast also. 
the actions that nullify fasting, as well as f ' x Ail 
those actions that don't. Likewise, we will a | 
take a look at those actions that are recom- AT! 


mended by the Prophet and those actions 











\ IN. 2. Intentional Vomiting. Abu Hurayrah Sexual intercourse not only breaks the | 
that are discouraged. i À reported that the Prophet (S) said : “Whoever fast, but also requires the two partners to 
i l b. g is overcome and vomits is not to make up the offer a kaffarah , or expiation. The Kaffarah is j 
Mubtilaat-us-Sly aim. day. Whoever vomits intentionally must i penalty on the person who br eaks their fast i 
m ti make up the day.” [Reported by Ahmad, Abu intentionally through such unfitting act dur- 
The Nullitiers of Fas mg Dawood, at-Tirmithi and Ibn Majah] ing the day of fast. The kaffarah is to do one 
of the following actions in the order dis- i 
r ì 
The nullifiers of siyam are those acts that Lis 3. Sexual Intercourse. Just like eating and played below : i 
| t and render it void. Just like in , | drinking, sexual relations invalidate one’s l : 
es re are actions that invalidate the fast Í } fast. Allah only allows such activity during a, Releasing a slave, l 
i d should be avoided at all costs. There are J the nights of Ramadan, but not during the b. Fasting Sy EQNSe CUMIVE days, or G 
_ procedures to make up for the missed PT day. Allah says in Surat-ul-Baqarah, c. Feeding sixty needy individuals. | 
f fasting: a} | Io , ; 
= o s ir i - It is a process that is W “Permitted to you, on the night of the fasts, is Intimate relation between couples is the 
a k It refers to a fast | the approach to your wives. They are your gar- only action, according to most scholars, 3 
called qadaa’, or to make up. a ments and ye are their garments.” [2:187] which requires making-up the nullified day 


that is made in place of one that is broken and a kaffarah be performed. 





intentionally. | at 











Abu Hurayrah reported that a man came to Rasoolullah and said: “I am destroyed!” The 

| Prophet asked: “What has destroyed you?” He said, “I had intercourse with my wife during a 

| day of Ramadan.” The Prophet asked: “Are you able to free a slave?” He said, “No”. The 
Prophet asked: “Is it possible for you to fast for two consecutive months?” He said, “No.” The 

| Prophet asked: “Is it possible for you to feed sixty poor people?” He said, “No.” The Prophet 

| said: “Then sit.” A basket of dates was brought to the Prophet and he said to the man: Give 
this in charity. The man said: “To someone poorer than us? There is no one in Madinah who is 

| poorer than us!” The Prophet laughed until his molar teeth could be seen and said: “Go and 
feed your family with it.” [Reported by Al-Bukhari, Muslim and others] Most scholars say that 
both husband and wife have to perform the acts of expiation (kaffarah) if they intentionally 
have intercourse during a day of Ramadan on which they had intended to fast. 





Contemporary Fiqh k 


Medical Injections 


if given to a sick person in need of it. As a 
matter of fact, a person who reaches this 
stage must break his fast to stay well and 
alive. All what is needed is to make up the 
day later. Similar is the use of drips contain- 
ing glucose and saline solutions, and inhalers 
used by people sick of asthma. 


Medical injections were not available at 
the time of the Prophet {P} . Presently, med- 
ical injections are necessary medical tools to 
help patients recover. What do contempo- 
rary scholars say about them? Do they — 
break the fast or not? 


Other Medical Injections. Medical 
injections taken in the arm or the hip do not 
invalidate the fast according to the stronger 
opinion of the contemporary scholars. Nose, 
ear and eye drops can also be taken during 
the fast without a problem. Just in case, if the 
= a ) | drops are felt toward the throat coming from 

Injections containing nourishment. the nasal canals or from the ears, the fasting 
When a seriously ill person cannot eat food Muslim should spit them our hone 
or keep it in his or her stomach, doctors order ‘medical inyections and drops in general = 
that nourishment must be injected into his or not considered food, and they are not usually 
her vanes. The injection reaches the blood- taken through the mouth into the stomach. 
stream then it likewise breaks the fast since it 
is being used in place of food and drink. 
Though this urgent type of action breaks the 
fast thus falls generally under intentional eat- 


ing and drinking, it is not considered as a sin 





— 
= 
= 





Regular Medicine. Medicine taken — 


or syrup, does invalidate the fast. 






May Allah relieve all sick believers. 








through the mouth into the stomach, like pills 


Now th 
ow that we know what breaks fast both intentionally and unintentionally, let’s look at what 


doesn’t break the fast. The following i 
: i t 
Those a as Rons wing items are commonly thought to break the fast, but they don’t, 


i. To eat or drink unintenti i inki 
swiss S Ma SHM (accidentally drinking water or eating a piece of food). 
3. Dust or dirt going down the throat 
4, Swallowing one’s own saliva. p 
5. Taking an injection (a shot) 
6. Applying kohl or other cosmetics to the eyes 
7. Taking a bath to keep cool, i. 
8. Rubbing oil onto the body or hair 
a vomit unintentionally. 
i A p ' H a Soe G. 
nis Pes ween a ee rao a eee the smoke of incense while fast- 
: : sg oO! € rettes or inhale its s | 
a s the teeth without toothpaste (i.e. using a am 
. A wet dream which makes ghusl obligatory does not break the fast 


Discouraged Actions During Fasting 


The following actions are religiously 
makrooh, or discouraged during fasting, 
because they could eventually lead to break- 
ing one’s fast. These few actions could put 
your whole fast in jeopardy; therefore, they 
should be avoided at all costs. Those actions 
are as follows: 


L. Chewing Havorless gum, rubber, plas- 
tic items, or other such things: 

























If the gum is flavored, then you have in 
fact broken your fast. Gum chewing will | 
break your fast during Ramadan especially if 
it is flavored. Even though the gum is not 
swallowed the flavoring is and will invalidate 
fasting because something has gone down | 
your throat and is, ingested by the body! 


2. Using Toothpaste: 

















Toothpastes or powders shouldn't be 
used during fasting either. Should any tooth- 


























paste or tooth powder reach the back of the 
throat it could possibly invalidate the fast. In 
fact, many scholars recommend not using the 
miswak, even though it is an established - 
Sunnah of Allah’s Messenger * = for the sim- 
ple fact that mistakes in using them could 
lead to breaking the fast. | 


3. Tasting any article of food or drink 
despite spitting it out for no good rea- 
son: 


This too is highly disliked, because it can 
lead to breaking the fast. Remember, any- — 
thing that goes down the back of the throat _ 
will in fact break the fast because the body is 
being nourished: However, Muslim scholars 
allowed a mother or a cook to taste the food 
they ate cooking. for family of customers 
when it is necessary. 


rying to quench thirst by swallowing 





Naturally saliva will pass through the 
back of the throat during fasting. This fact is 
undeniable, however what is mentioned here. 
is purposely gathering saliva in the mouth to 
try and quench thirst. According to some 
scholars, this in itself will break the fast 
because it signifies that the person fasting has 
the intention to break it. 


5. To complain of hunger or thirst: 


The purpose of fasting is to develop 
taqwa (God=consciousness) through personal 
struggle. Constantly complaining about 
thirst and hunger doesn’t aid in learning the 
lessons of Ramadan and fasting. 


6. To use too much water up the nostrils 
and gargle in wudu: 


Despite the fact that these are established 
Sunnah of the Prophet = in wudu’, we 
should strive to not use too much water dur- 
ing wudu’ in Ramadan for the simple fact 
that you could possibly break your fast.. 


7 Quarreling, Fighting, and Arguing: 


Bickering, arguing, and fighting are filthy 
acts that should be abstained from both 
inside and outside of Ramadan. However, it 
is even worse during the month of Ramadan, 
the month of mercy and increased religious 
practice and reflection. 


and Swearing: 





8. Backbiting, Lying, 


Additionally, foul words and poisons of 
the tongue, including backbiting, gossiping, 
lying, and swearing should be avoided at all 
costs. Ramadan should help us learn 
patience, and help us to stay away from these 
evils. 











Exemptions from Fasting During Ramadan 


Allah _ itis ale. in his mercy, has made 
Islam very easy for those who wis 
it. Sometimes the hardships of ie 
some ease in the acts of worship that are oblig- 
atory on Muslims including prayers and rin 
ing. Allah exempts certain people from fasting 
when it is not possible. Those individuals that 
are exempted from fasting are so because of 
ohe of the following conditions: 


|. filness. 

Sick people who fear their health will be 
badly affected by fasting. They should make 
up the loss, everyday, when they recover after 
Ramadan if possible. If it is feared that fasting 


will lead to death, it is obligatory to break 
one’s fast. | 


A. F 
I Fety 





A traveler is also exempted from fasting 
however it is better for him to fast if his/her 
journey is not tiresome. | | 

j ` and permanently ill dempti | 
ee | per y ill] may effect a redemption | 
eo 9 haay as all we J i as ed feeding a poor man [oara Bena, 
aa abl Aoa aas pia le SI LZ 7 = 
nN no BEE SS BAGS Dost aže 
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4. Pregnancy and Breast Feeding. 
Expecting and nursing mothers are 

exempting from fasting if they deem fasting 

harmful to their health or to their babies. 


“Whoever of you is present in the month 
he shall fast therein, and whoever is sick or l 
upon a journey, then (he shall fast) a (like) 
number of other days; Allah desires ease for 
you, and He does not desire for you difficulty.” 

[Surat-ul-Baqarah 2:185] | 
3, Aging. 

The elderly or terminally ill people that 
have no strength to fast or will not be cured of 
their illness after Ramadan. They will have to 


give fidyah, or compensation f 
give fdya p ion for everyday they 


5. Menses (A woman’s monthly men- 
struation}. 


This period usually last for seven days 
every month. 





6. Nifaas (Post Child-berth bleeding}. 
This period usually lasts for 40 days. g 


7. insanity and Unconsciousness. 

Insane or unconscious individuals are 
exempted from fasting because they are not 
required to perform religious obligations for 
their lack of mental health. 





“and those who are not able to do it [aging 


= C25) 












Fidyah ( 4.4 ) 


idyah, or atonement refers to a compen- 
Pa is paid due to the inability to oe 
This is paid by the elderly or terminally R 
people who cannot perform a full fast am 
will not be healed of their illnesses after the 
passing of Ramadan. 


Those individuals who cannot fast at all 
should do one of the following to expiate the 
obligation of fasting upon him/her. : 

(1) To give 3.5 lbs + approx. 1.6 kg o 

wheat per every missed day of fasting, 

or 7 Ibs — approx. 3.2 kg of barley per 
every missed day of fasting. 


(2).On. sae the equivalent of the above in 
cash per every missed day of fasting. 


If, however, an old or sick person gains 
the strength or recovers from their sickness 
after Ramadan, he/she must make up the 
missed number of fasts. Whatever he gave as 
charity, will be an additional blessing from 


Allah jis; ube 
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Create a poster or a Powerpoint presentation of Mubtilat-us-Siyam, or 
Nullifiers of Fasting. Include the discouraged actions during fasting. 


How do the rules of Islamic fasting witness to the kindness of Allah and 
the easiness of Islamic religion? 





@ List the actions that are classified as Mubtilat-us-Siyam, of nullifiers of fasting? 


T k fai -i k rai m . 
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is exempt from fasting ? Support your answer with the related ayaat. 


i 
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at is the kaffarah for breaking the fast through sexual relation? 

ndicate if the following actions breaks the fast: 

a. Io eat and drink forgetfully. 

b. Food put in the mouth by force of a fasting person. 

c. Water going down the throat while gargling, while being conscious of one’s fast 

to vomit at least a mouthful intentionally. 

e. Swallowing intentionally a pebble, piece of paper or any item that is not used as 
food or medicine 

f. Using medical ear or eye drops. 


g. Inhaling snuff into the nostrils 


h. To eat and drink after the Fajr prayer or to break the fast before sunset due to a 
cloudy sky or a faulty watch, etc., and then realizing one’s fault. 
i, A woman gave birth to her child during the day of Ramadan. 
j. A woman gets into her menses period during the day of Ramadan. 
k. To apply or smell perfume. l. Smoking. 





































) , Learn about the prepar 
FÌ Learn the rituals of Hajj 








Talbiyah i 













Hajjat-ul-Wadaa’ 


perform Hajj the right way demonstrating to 


The Prophet Plans for 





Prophet Muhammad's 
Farewell Pilgrimage (Part One) 


Hajj 


Allah prescribed the Hajj in the 9th year 
A.H. The Prophet made the decision not to 
go for Hajj during the 9th year A. H. This: 
was because many Arabs still hädn't = 
embraced Islam and would come to Makkah 
to make Hajj according to their faulty tradi- 
tional ways. Some of them would even do 
Hajj naked while others would bring their 
idols with them. Therefore, Rasoolullah sent 
Abu Bakr with a few hundred Muslims to 


the Arabs how to perform it properly. He 
ordered Abu Bakr and Ali Ibn Abi Talib to 
teach the Quraysh and the Arabs Surat-ut- 
Tawbah which invited all Arabs to become 
Muslims. It also called upon them not to 
come to Al-Masjid-ul-Haram as long as they 
worship other than the one true God. 


When the month of Thul-Q’idah came of 
the 10th year A.H., the Prophet & prepared 
for Hajj and ordered the people of Madinah 
to do likewise. The Prophet sent messengers 
to all parts of Arabia asking the Muslims to 


ations the Prophet made for his Farewell Hajj. 
that the Prophet performed before reaching Makkah. 


f The Farewell Pilgrimage c7 


join him in the Greater Pilgrimage. 





Prophet Muhammad performed Hajj only one time after he | 
became a prophet. That was Hajjat-ul-Wadaa’. 





Islam Spread Peacefully | 
Over Arabia | 


He performed ‘Umrah twice. The first on the seventh year of Al- 
Hijrah, which is called ‘Umrat-ul-Qadaa’. He performed it with many 
of the Sahabah based on the agreement with the Quraysh in Al- _ 
Hudaybiyah. Rasoolullah performed the second ‘Umrah along with 
There were no wars and military expedi- Hajjat-ul-Wadaa’ in the tenth year of Al-Hijrah. 

ere i 
tions after Tabook. There was peace across l; 
pats from one end of the peninsula to the 
other. During the 9th and 10th years A. H., 
the Prophet was extremely busy receiving 
delegations representing the various tribes 
from all over Arabia. Historians cite more 
than seventy tribes and nations that dis- 
patched delegations to Madinah to learn 
about and accept Islam. T tribes of ae 
geef, Fazarah, Haneefah were amo —— diese ne 
many that came to meet the Prophet and T IIE Ss Ab É $ Preparing for 
their allegiance. At least two Christian A E MAF a Z | 

pledge their alleg . g rf pt GE Fac 153 r 
delegations came and declared their accep | $ < the a. Haj 
ance of Islam; delegations from Najran and i a a | 

another from Tai’ under the leadership of | And proclaim amongst mankind the pil- 
rope Propet Muhammad wasis "Spa aiins of lean cannel coming ce 

w 

B a a and sci remote land.” [22: 27]. g 
aA to teach those tribes and others l 
the religion of Islam. 


s 


Responding to the Call of Prophet Ibraheem 


In doing so, . he was carrying out the com- 
mand given to Ibraheem (PAi ate) nearly 


2500 years before Muhammad’s birth. 


The Prophet responded to Ibraheem’s 
pS ade) call not with hundreds or thou- 
sands, but with more than one hundred thou- 
sand believers. 


The tents were pitched outside Madinah. 
Thousands of Muslims from many tribes and 
localities of Arabia came to join the Prophet 
on his first Hajj. They poured down from the 
mountains and out of the valleys, from 
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deserts, towns and villages. Now they knew 


what brotherhood in Islam actually meant. 


In the recent past, these same people were 
tearing each other to pieces. They had been. 
addicted to the evils of drinking, gambling, 
adultery and discrimination. But now they 
were acting as if they had but one soul and 
one sense of purpose: to respond to their 
Lord’s call to visit His Sacred House. 


Prophet Muhammad * ensured that the 
rituals of Hajj were very clear to the Muslims. 
During the Farewell Hajj, he practiced before 
the pilgrims everything that he preached. 
God saw that he did not miss conveying any- 
thing to his followers. It was for God to com- 
mand and for Muhammad to obey. 


_ Prophet Muhammad +“ had a very effec- 
tive method of preaching. He ensured that 
his followers promptly acted upon his teach- 
ings. He forgave all his former enemies— 
Abu-Sufyan, Ikrimah Ibn Abi Jahl, Malik Ibn 
Awf, ‘Uyaina Bin Hisn, and countless more. 
Indeed, in this pilgrimage there were thou- 
sands who had fought him as their enemy, 


‘c30, 
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but they were now his friends and followers. 
They had gone through some difficult experi- 
ences before finally reaching the conclusion 
that he, Muhammad, was nothing but a true 
messenger. Thus they showed their apprecia- 
tion of his virtues by their presence at 
Madinah in this tenth year of Hijrah. 


95th of Thul-Qi’dah: 
The March of Pilgrims 


The Prophet # and tens of thousands 
of Muslims set off toward Makkah.at the end 
of Thul-Qi’dah (25th). By doing so the - 
Prophet # had in mind teaching the people 
the Hajj rites according to his Sunnah. He 
had all his nine wives with him so that 
women could learn about their rites as well. 


When the Prophet : reached Thul- 
Hulayfah, he encamped and spent the night 


there. Thul-Hulayfah is the Miqaat sts, the 
marker point for pilgrims who come for Hajj 
from the north. Those wishing to perform pil- 


erimage cannot pass through the Migaat 
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without having made their intention for Hajj 


and putting on the Hajj unif. ich j 
called Ihram PA b ) orm which is 


The next morning the Prophet and his fol- 
lowers prayed Salat-ul-Fajr. Then he told 
them all the revelation he had received 
instructing him about the rituals and rules of 
Hajj. He ordered: “Wear your Ihram here and 
make your intention for Hajj.” So he washed 

‘wore his Ihram and before he made the inten- 
tion for Hajj, Ai’shah gave him some fragrant 
musk to wear. He then prayed two rak’aat, © 
which are called Sunnat-ul-Ihram. | 

The pilgrim’s garb, the ihram, is very sim- 
ple and consists only of one piece of white 
cloth tied round the waist with another simi- 
lar piece covering the upper part of the bod 
The head and arms are left uncovered. The 7 
companions and followers eagerly followed 
the example of their Prophet and donned the 
ihram too in the same way. 


Figh Point 





When in state of ihram, pilgrims cannot 


do the following: 


1. Cut hair or clip nails 

2. Wear perfume 

3. Men cannot wear regular clothing 
4. Hunting 

5. Cutting branches of trees in Makkah 


6. Sexual relations with spouse. 





The Wisdom 
Behind the 
Mandate of Ihram 








In this garb, all men stand before their 
Lord as equals. Kings cannot be distin- 
guished from poor men, nor noblemen : 
from laborers. Ihram provides a visual | 
picture of equality of human beings. This 
is a striking reality check for many people 
It instills a real dose of humility especiall | 
to those who are vulnerable to having a 
superiority complex based on their posi- 
tion in society. Here is unity and equality | 
carried out in practice and not merely | / 
preached as a theory in textbooks. 
















_ tuhulay fah (Bie AMD 


Map shows the locations of the migaats 
for beginning Hajj from all directions. 
Pilgrims must adhere to Thram clothes 
and rituals in the Haram area as they 


rue train perform Hajj or ‘Umrah. 
a: a 
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By Him whose House the loving pilgrims visit, 
Responding with ihram at the appointed limit, 
Uncovering their heads in total humility 
Before One to Whom faces bow in servility. 
They exclaim in the valleys, "We have responded to You - 
All Praise is Yours, and Kingdom too!” 
He invited and they answered, with love and pleasure; 
When they called upon Him, 
You see them on their mounts, hair dusty and disheveled, 
Yet never more content, never happier have they felt; 
Leaving homelands and families due to holy yearning, 
Unmoved are they by temptations of returning. 
Through plains and valleys, from near and far, 
Walking and riding, in submission to Allah. 





Source: Awdah-ul-Masalik ila Ahtkam-il-Ma 
al-Jawziyyah. It is translated into English by Usama 
are inserted in the appropriate places through out this and the following chapter. 


nearer came the Divine treasure. 


nasik. The poem is by Imam Ibn Qayyim 
Hassan. Other parts of the poem 











Starting the Hajj 


With their bodies washed clean, their 
hearts purified, and clothed in the white 
garb, the Muslims followed their leader, their 
beloved brother in faith. Prophet 


Muhammad :¥ led Salat ul-Thuhr. After that 
he mounted his camel, Al-Oaswaa’, and gave 
the signal to make «J; Talbiyah: : 
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“Labayk-allahumma Laba 
: yk. Labayka La Sharika lak 
innal-hamda wan-ni’mata laka wal-mulk, la aaa ok 


(Here I am at i 

j your service. Here I am O God! 

eni i od! I am here and declaré that i 

y am here at your service. All praise, thanks and blessings ijo Ba a a 
no partner O God! St eu OE 


This is the most direct form of response to 
God s call of service. Man speaks to God 
directly and God speaks to mankind without 
any intermediary or intercession. It makes 


man a free man. The soul of man realizes its 

a by standing in the presence of God 
is only Lord, and it’s emancipated | 

evil thoughts. wor: 
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| 1. Borrow the two pieces of ihram and wear them as the Hujjaj usually do. | 
— E =E 5 | 2 = : ee i 
ier ee ner e e Take pictures and share with your classmates and friends. 


| 2. Watch a documentary about Hajj. 
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spiritual Awakening 


Hajj indeed is a symbol of sacrifice in 


‘qd the . f man sacrifices worldly D \ 

As Prophet Muhammad ae by e joys for the sake of | y | 
Talbiyah at each stop, Ae WAA repeating what aging God. Although Hajj has some physi- | J 
thousands of voices In U a i 





| Define: a. Miqaat b. Ihram c. Talbiyah 
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: ifficulti inancı rdens, pil- P ECIS TAC ayan WAER ANAN orders the pelever to come tor Hay? Write the ayah in 
‘d. The hills and deserts echoed their cal difficulties and fin oat Ë aa ation “TERE Fit adie tain komt at eg heen hir Cth te Se al ME 
a their Lord grims still love it for its spiritual gratitic l . | Arabic and its meaning in English. 
i alls to theit i | eri- 7 
passionate c ave exp 


erformed pil- Lis re tae aan eaten ee AA 
h re are Muslims, who have p i : ; : 
Those men and women who The l J © What is the wisdom behind 








: £ times are still not satisfied the ihram uniform? What restrictions apply when a 
intens image a score Of times n UES, A l 
- e feel an rimag, : a \ ion? 
enced Hajj report oe eae there is some- ord wish to perform more. It 1s the lean fas rA A Muslim is in ihram situation? n 7 = ee | | : 
iritual awakening. 1n ee iritual journey for a Muslim. ! ‘Write the Prayer of Talbivah:in Arabic alone with its meaningin Enelish = OS 
a Hajj that can raise even me It ‘cinating and spiritual journey ae Te The Frayer or babivan in Arabic wong with its me BECAN EARNS. ë Z ç 
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a st of men to nobility and ee | What are the actions a pilgrim cannot do after he starts his or her ihram and makes 
meane f God's 
: o i : n 
is like being drowned in the s¢2 LA the niyyah for Hajj? 
Love. Uh Provide brief answers to the following questions. i 
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Si a. Name the two Christian delegations the Prophet received and hosted in Madinah? | 
P, \| b. When did Allah make Hajj an obligatory worship? ji 
gi c. When did Prophet Muhammad perform Hajj? 

: d. How many times did the Prophet perform Hajj after he became a Prophet? 
| e. How many times did the Prophet perform ‘Umrah after he became a Prophet? | 
Ba), |, N i f. What is the name of the Miqaat point the Prophet passed through in his way to Hajj? 
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Hajjat-ul-Wadaa’: 


Prophet Muhammad's 
Farewell Pilgrimage (Part Two) 


HAPT 










Learn about the events of Prophet Muhammad’s Farewell Hajj. 
Learn the rituals of Haj. 

Appreciate and value the spiritual im 
Learn and appreciate the Prophet's fin 


portance of Hajj. 
al message to Arabs and mankind 


J nis Ath of Thul-Hijjah: 


The Tawaf of Arrival 


Before the Prophet reached Makkah on 
the 4th day of Thul-Hijjah, he encamped at 
Thee-Tuwa valley (a place close to Makkah) 
and spent the night an He prayed Fajr, 

en made ghusl before entering 
oe a As an as he reached Makkah he 
hastened to Al-Ka’ba, kissed Black Stone, and 
made seven circuits around Al-Ka’bah. This 
action is called Tawaf-ul-Qudoom +8! ie 


or the Arrival Tawaf. 


Al- Marwah 


Sa'i æ 


This is the first Hajj ritual a pilgrim 
should perform when he enters Makkah. 
During the first three rounds he jogged light- 
ly and the remaining four he went somewhat 
easy. Then he prayed two rak’aat at Maqam 
Tbraheem. Then he recited, 
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“And make the stand of Ibraheem a place 
to pray.” (11;125). 

Later, he drank water from the spring of 
Zamzam before going to make Sa’i. 


Performing Sa'i „J between 


As-Safa and Al-Marwah 


The Prophet (pbuh) proceeded to the Hill 
of As-Safa aal. On his approach, 
Rasoolullah recited the Qur’anic verse: 
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es -s eee a ee T 
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“Behold! As-Safa and Al-Marwa are 
among the symbols of Allah. So, those who 
perform Hajj or ‘Umrah should walk around 
them” [Surat-ul-Bagarah 2:158] 






_ time being. 







Rasoolullah then climbed As-Safa until he 
could see Al-Ka’bah from where he stood. 
He faced Al- Ka'bah and thrice proclaimed 
Allah’s Oneness and glorified Him. Then he 
said Takbeer followed by La Illaha ilallah, 
Wahdahu La Sharika Lah, Lahul Mulku 
Walahul Hamdu wahuwa Ala Kulli Shay’in 
Oadeer.” 

“There is no deity worthy of worship - 
except Allah. He has no partners. To Him 
belong the kingdom and all praise. He alone 
grants life and death. He has power over all 
things.. There is no god but He. He has ful- 
filled His promise, given victory to His ser- 
vant, and He alone defeated the confeder- 
ates,” | | 

Then he descended toward Al- Marwah 
39,01. Half way through when he came to the 
bottom of the hill, he jogged then slowed 
down. Climbing the Hill of Al-Marwah, he 
faced the Qiblah and made takbeer and — 
repeated what he had said on As-Safa. At Al- 
Marwah on his seventh round the Prophet 
commanded all those who had no ‘hadiy’, or 
cattle for sacrifice, to offer to shave their 
heads or shorten their hair and free them- 
selves from the restriction of ihram for the 


ee 
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At the Ka'bah 


When they see His House - that magnificent sight 


For which the hearts of all creatures are set alight - 
It seems they've never felt tired before, 
For their discomfort and hardship is no more. 


Now the eye of the Lover drowns in its streams, 





8th of Thul-Hijjah: 
The Day of Tarwiyah 


On the 8th of Thul-Hijja (the day of 
Tarwiyah aon), the Prophet left Makkah for 
Mina and reached there at noon. All the 
Muslims joined the Prophet at Mina and 
stayed there over night. 


9th of Thul-Hijjah: 
Arriving at Arafaat 


TE 
iN, 


After the Fajr prayer on Friday, oth of 
Thul-Hijjah, the Prophet (pbuh) rode his 
camel Al-Oaswaa’ to ‘ Arafaat. ‘Axafaat, also 
called Arafah, is a plain near Mina which. has 
a small mount that is called “Tabal-ur- 


Each glance return 
No wonder at this, 
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It sees through its tears the goal of its dreams; 

Now for Allah, how many fears are issued, 

Each one being followed by a multitude? 

When the eye perceives the House, its darkness clears, 
And from the sorrowful heart, pain disappears; 
Vision cannot encompass this beautiful sight: 
s with greater delight! 

for when the Merciful preferred 
The House for Himself, it became most honored. 
He clothed it in majesty, a magnificent garment, 
Embroidered it with beauty, a wonderful ornament! 
The hearts all love the House therefore, 

Awed and humbled, in respect and honor. 
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Rahmah,” or the Mount of Mercy. 

The one hundred thousand pilgrims fol- 
lowed the Prophet to ‘Arafaat. The Prophet's 
tent was pitched at a place called Namirah to 
the east of ‘Arafaat. Soon after midday, rid- 
ing his camel, he went to the center of 
Arafaat and delivered his famous sermon. 








Historians estima te that one hun- 
dred thousand pilgrims observed 
Hajj with the Prophet in the ninth | 
yea -of Al-Hijrah and listened to his 
sermon. 

















the Time of Ignorance (Jahiliyyah) is abol- 


Famous Sermon 


After thanking God the Prophet (pbuh) 
addressed the people saying: “O People! 
Listen to me very well, because I do not 

know that after this year I will ever meet you 
again in this place. 

O People, (from now onwards) until you 
meet your Lord, your blood and your proper- 
ties are as sacred as are this day and this 
month. 

And surely you will meet your Lord and 
He will ask you about your deeds and I have 
conveyed His message to you. 

“He who is entrusted with property 
belonging to another should deliver his trust 
to whom it belongs. 

“And all that is lent on usury is cancelled 
but your capitals are yours. Do not do injus- 
tice to others nor let injustice be done to ` 
you.” 

“God has decided that there is no usury. 
And all interest due to ‘Abbas bin Abdul- 
Muttalib is cancelled.” 

“And all compensation for bloodshed in 



























ished.” 

“Therefore Oh people, understand well 
my sayings. I am conveying Allah’s message 
to you. I have left with you something that if 
you take hold of, you will never go astray, 
namely the Book of God and my Sunnah. 
Don't become kuffar (Non-believers) after 
me, beheading each other. 

Oh people, listen to my speech and make 
sure that you understand it. You are taught 
that each Muslim is a brother of every other 
Muslim and Muslims form one brotherhood. 
It is not lawful for a man to take anything of 
his brother’s except what is given with one’s 
own free will. Therefore do not do injustice 
to one another. 

Oh God! Have I conveyed my message?” 

They all shouted with one voice, yes. 


The Completion of the 
Message 


When the Prophet had finished his ser- 
mon he stepped down from his camel. Bilal 
made athan and the Prophet + combined the 

_ prayers of Thuhr and ‘Asr with one ‘Athan 
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and two Iqamahs (Qasr and Jami’) 
As he did so, God revealed to him, 
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“This day, I have perfected for you your 
Faith, and completed My blessing upon you, 
and have accepted for you Al-Islam as a reli- 


gion.” (Surat-un-Nisaa’ 5: 3| 


The Prophet immediately recited this 


verse to all present. 





Reading Between the 
Lines 


When Abu Bakr ss Ul 45 heard the verse 
about faith being perfected, he wept! He real- 
ized that when the message was completely 
delivered, the Messenger would depart. He 
sensed that the day when the Prophet’ 
would meet his Lord and depart this life 
leaving his companions was not far off. 

Then the Prophet * mounted his camel 
and rode until he reached a spot where he 
turned to face the Qiblah. He made thikr and 
du’aa’ there until sunset. 


ee 
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Arafat 


Now to ‘Arafaat, hoping for Mercy and Forgiveness 
From the One overflowing with Generosity and Kindness; 
Now for Allah is that Magnificent Standing 
Like, though lesser than, the Day of Reckoning. 
The Irresistible draws near, His Majesty manifest, 
Boasting to His angels, for He is the Mightiest, 

"My slaves have come to Me so lovingly, 

I'll be Generous and Merciful, willingly. 

I have forgiven their sins, - to this you are witness - 
Fulfilled their hopes, and showered them with goodness.” 
So joyous news! O people of that standing, 

When sins are forgiven and mercy is spreading; 

How many slaves are set completely free? 

Whilst others seek a cure, and heal will He. 

Now Satan is never known to lose such face: 

He's blameworthy, rejected, in utter disgrace. 

For he sees a matter that enrage him must: 

He flees, slaps his face and covers it in dust! 

Such forgiveness he never did see 

As granted by the Lord, and such Mercy! 

He built his edifice from every temptation available 

Till he thought it was complete, unassailable; 

Then Allah struck his building at its very foundation, 

So it fell upon him, tumbling in devastation, 

What worth has his structure, this evil ploy, 

That he does build, and the Lord does destroy? 


c“ 









Praying 
at Al-Muzdalifah 
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N Ibraheem. He threw seven pebbles at each of 
the three symbols there saying, “Allahu 


After sunset, the Prophet (pbuh) left this 
place and traveled on to Al-Muzdalifah 
where he spent the night praying Maghrib 
and Ishaa’ prayers. He again combined them 
with one ‘athan and two iqamahs. In this case 
he ean three rak’aat of Maghrib and ’short- 

„ened Ishaa’ to two rak’ 

= ae i aat. The Prophet slept 

_On the morning of the 10th day of Thul- 

Hijjah, the Prophet prayed Fajr in 
Muzdalifah. This day is the first day of Eid- 
ul-Adha. Before the sun came up, he mount- 
ed his camel and went on his way until he 
reached al-Masha’ril Haram. He faced Qiblah 
and made du’aa’ until it was almost daylight 
The i a pushed his camel on to Mina | 
passin e road leadi 

ar | y mi leading to Jamrat-ul- 


10th of Thul-Hjjah 












During the 10th day of Thul-Hiji 
| -Hijjah, 
the Prophet did few Hajj rituals: f 


1. Throwing the Stones 


Prophet Muhammad performed this ritu- 
al of Hajj in Mina at a place called Jamrat-ul- 
Aqabah. It is in commemoration of an event 
that happened thousands of years ago when 
Iblees tried to stop Ibraheem from carrying 
out Allah’s order to sacrifice his son Isma‘eel 
This had happened three times in three adja- 
cent spots in Mina. Prophet Ibraheem # of 
course refused to disobey Allah, he threw 
stones at Iblees and went ahead to fulfill the 
vision he saw. | 


| Prophet Muhammad commemorated the 
actions of his great grandfather Prophet 





Jamraat in Mina 
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Akbar,” after throwing each one. Muslims 
learn through this rite that true believers 
must reject Shaytan. They must take him as 
their greatest enemy and reject-his calls to 
disobey Allah if they are to be successful in 
this life and the Hereafter. 

in this day he only throw seven stones on 
one of the Iblees spots, which is called 
Jamrat-ul-Aqabah Al-Kubra. 


2. The Sacrifice 


The Prophet had brought one hundred 
camels to sacrifice at Mina on the tenth day 
of Thul-Hijjah, which is the first day of Eid- 
ul-Adha. This day is also called Yawm-un- 


Muzdalifah & Mina 


Nahr tex , oF the day of slaughtering 
because the pilgrims start slaughtering their 
sacrifices on that day. Rasoolullah sacrificed 
63 camels: one for each year of his life and. 
gave the remainder to ‘Ali. ‘Ali then sacri- 
ficed these camels. In doing this, the Prophet 
-ommemorated the great obedience that 
Prophet Ibraheem demonstrated when he 
was willing to follow Allah’s order to slaugh- 
rer his son Isma’eel. He distributed the meat 
among the poor and the pilgrims. 

The Prophet then shaved his head and 
wore his regular clothes. His companions 
were around him while he was having his 


head shaved, competing to collect each single 


hair before it would fall to the ground. 
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Tawaf-ul-lfadah 


So when they've removed those natural growths 
Completed their rites, and fulfilled their oaths | 
He invites them again to visit His House: . 
What honor and welcome this visit allows! 

By Allah, they visit it in so much splendor, 
Receiving their rewards and plenty of Aonor: 
There Allah bestows Grace, Favor and Fananéss 
Showing Generosity, Mercy and Forgiveness. 













Now to Muzdalifah, to spend the night 
In the Sacred Area, then Prayer at first light; 
Now on to the Great Pillar, which they need 
To stone at the time of the Prayer of ‘Id; 
Now to their tents for the sacrifice prepared, 








3. Shaving and removing lhram. 


After performing the above rituals, 


the Prophet shaved his head and changed his 


ihram clothes. He now wore his regular out- 
fits. | 


A. Tawaf-ul-lfadah 


After shaving, the Prophet took off his 
Ihram and wore ordinary clothes and musk 


Reviving the tradition of a Father revered. 

If sacrificing themselves were Allah's demand, 
They would respond, submitting to the command; 
Just as they'd expose their necks in Jihad 

To Allah's enemies, 
They discipline themselves, presenting the head for a shave: 
Bringing humility and happiness to the obedient slave. 


till these stream with blood; 


scent. He rode to Makkah and made Tawaf- 
ui-Ifadah isi t. He started from the 


Black Stone and made seven circuits. This is 
a very important rukn, or pillar of Hajj. It is 
the main tawaf in the Hajj rituals, and for that 
it, is also called Tawaf-ul-Haijj, or the Tawaf 
of the Pilgrimage. If a pilgrim neglects to per- 
form it, his or her Hajj will not be valid until 
it is performed. 








11th - 13th of Thul-Hijjah: 


The Remaining Days of Eid-ul-Adha 


The Prophet « remained during the sec- 
ond, third and fourth days of Eid-ul-Adha in 
Mina. These three days are called in Fiqh 
books “Ayyam-ut-Tashreeq.” On each of 
these blessed days, he threw seven stones on 


each of the three Jamraat in the following 
order: 


1. Jamrat-ul-Agabah Al-Kubra 
2. Jamrat-ul-Agabah Al-Wusta 
3. Jamrat-ul-Aqabah As-Sughra 


On the afternoon of the eleventh day 
tr ! day of 
Thul-Hijjah, which is the second day of Eid- 


ul-Adha, he stoned the three Jamraat at sun- 
set each with seven pebbles, making Takbeer 
with the throw of each stone. He stopped 
and made du’aa’ after throwing at the first 
and the second one. He threw at the third 
on, but did not stop. 


He made a speech on that day at Al- 
Jamraat mounting his camel. Imam Ahmad 
reported in his Musnad that the Prophet # 
delivered a speech. He was riding his camel 
and said: 


_ The Farewell Sermon 


e? And in what month, and what country?” 


a sacred month, a sacred country.” 
ed as this day, this month 






“Oh people, On what day are w 
They said: “ This is a sacred day, 
He said: “Your blood and your property and your honor are as sact 


and this country until you meet your God.” 
He told them that usury is prohibited by God and then recited the verses: “the year is twelve 


months—four of them are sacred, Shawal, Thul-Q’idah, Thul-Hijjah, and Rajab.” 

“And after that, you men! You have your rights on your wives and they have their rights on 
you. And instruct each other to be good to your women-folk, for they are assigned to you and 
have no control over anything by themselves. And you have taken them as God’s trust and 
they have been made lawful to you by the Word of God.” 
“Iisten to me well. Do not commit injustice. Do not commit 


tice. Every blood money and usury in 
The Prophet threw the stones in the same 






injustice. Do not commit injus- 


Jahilyyah are cancelled from now on.” 


manner in the third and fourth days of Eid. 


P | Mina 


n to Mina, each to his tent, 

Every minute wish is granted, and they are content; 
They stay there a day, then another, then a third, 
They're allowed to depart early, but to stay is preferred; 


They stone the pillars daily after the sun's decline, 


With a slogan of takbir in the presence of the Divine! 


If only you could see their standing there: 
Palms outstretched, hoping for Mercy’s share! 
"O Lord! O Lord! Knowing as You do 

That we hope for no-one, only You! 

Then grant our wish, O You All-Knowing, 
We pray for Your Mercy overflowing.” 


| a JA Then they retur 





13th of Thulhijjah: 
Tawaf-ul-Wadaa’, The Final Hajj Rite 


he performed the final rite of Hajj, which is 
called Tawaf-ul-Wadaa’ çip! >! 9. This tawaf 


was not different to the others. 


The Prophet * concluded by throwing 
the stones in Mina on the 13th of Thul-Hijjah, 
which is the fourth day of Eid-ul-Adha. After 
Maghrib time, he moved to Makkah where 
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The Farewell Tawaf 









When they've achieved at Mina all their gains 
Once more they fill the valleys and plains: 
1e the Ka bah, the Sacred House, by the end of the d 
o circle it seven times, and then to Pray P 
Len departure nears and they are ee 
miiy the bond of proximity is about to loosen 
ere's only a last stand for a final farewell: 
Now for Allah are the eyes that swell | 
And for Allah are the heavy hearts that turn 
Into cauldrons of desire where fire does burn; 
And the passionate sighs whose heat so vigorous 
arany melts = Lover, ecstatic, rapturous! 
w you see those bewil : 
Whilst chon came eg Le 
I depart, but there remains for You hi earni 
My fire of grief is raging and burning; 4 - 
I bid farewell, but longing pulls my ating - 
My heart is encamped in Your eternal plains!” 
No blame today for saying what you feel: | 
No blame for expressing what you used to conceal! 





oF This Hajj is called "The Farewell 
Pilgrimage gts} ia» “ because, it was the first 
tas ier | ot r rt 
ancl last time the Prophet performed lay alter 


he became a Prophet. 














Table of Hajj Rituals as the Prophet Performed 





| Mina Staying in Mina 
Arafah/ Staying in Arafah until Sunset, 
Muzdalifah overnight in Al-Muzdalifah 


r 
i Sacrifice/ Throw stones / Tawa 
A ul-Ifadah/ Remove Ihram uniform 








ji _ Sacrifice 
Mina Throw stones 
Day of 2nd 
Tashreeq 1 
| 
Day of 3rd Mina Throw stones 
Tashreeq 2 


| Tashreeq 3 


E Projects and Activities 


E o oo e TRR 
1. You are a publisher and want to publish a guide for pilgrims or Hujjaj 
to help them perform Hajj as the Prophet did. 
yout the rituals of Hajj. 
Create a Power Point or flash presentation about the rituals of Hajj 


tort p ® = j = | Lo p! et l I al well thon on. 
a A ha s 

















1. Create a month of Thul-ul-Hijjah calendar, then enter the following 
occasions and ritual in the proper days: 

a. Yawm-ut-Tarwiyah 

b. Yawm-Arafah 

c. The Night at Al-Muzdalifah 

d. Yawm-un-Nahr 

e. Days of Tashreeq 

f. Days of Eid-ul-Adha 


fi 


ing and organizing your calendar. 


2. Infer the wisdom behind the following Hajj rituals: 
a. Wearing the Ihram uniform 

b. Tawaf 

c. Sa'i 

d. The Sacrifice 

e. Throwing the stones in Mina 








en did Prophet Muham 





Remember that some of the above rituals and occasions may overlap. Try to be creative in design- 















il row mar ¥ MATES QRL A 1e PORNT y DI iti Virti ifter he beca Lis £ i? s i 
Define: Miqaat Thram 
Tawaf-ul-Qutloom Tawaf-ul-Ifadah 
Sa'i Yawm-ut-Tarwiyah 
Yawm Arafah Jamrat 
Yawm-un-Nahr Ayyam-ut-Tashreeq 
4) ‘Describe wha tthe followir p ota es are, and explain why they ar significa nt ; a 
q As-Safa and Al-Marwaly Mina | » 
g Aratan Muzdalifah $ 
O What is the wisdom behind the Ihram uniform? What restrictions apply whena 
Muslim is in ihram situation? 
6 Where did the Prophet deliver his Khutbat-ul-Wadaa’, or farewell sermon? Listtive 
main ideas that came in the sermon a. p 





Z List the ajj rituals the Prophet performed from the beginning to the end. 












Chapter One 


i Chapter Two 
Chapter Three 
1: | ` Chapter Four 


Chapter Five 
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As-Sunnah: 
The Other Divine Revelation 


As-Sunnah: The Prophet's Way 02 
The Basics of Uloom-ul-Hadeeth D10 


The Recording of the Hadeeth Dié 
ee 
The Major Books of Hadeeth (Part yy: 


The Major Books of Hadeeth (Part ti) 930 










UNIT 
i 
CHAPTER Í 


> a 


CHAPTER OBJECTIVES 


i 










P, l sa 
A | | 
ie = 
i 
= 


Understand what the Sunnah is and how it relates to Al-Qur'an. 

_ Appreciate the important place of the Sunnah We (ete wes 
Receive a basic overview of the history of collecting and analyzing hadeeth. 
Learn the basic terminology and methodology of the Sains: of hadeeth. a" 
Gain a respect for the enormous amount of work and sacrifice that was put into 





A What is the Sunnah? 


P refe k habit 4 : i e= tS L Ue Äi is” i 
l th ith h i 4 r aDit or Custom or wa E RN 
about the most important books of hadee alor ls Wi tneir unique ae doing i Thes f ities in ) ERS 
Learn | y 


the way that a person conducts his or her life. intentions.” (Al-Bukhari) 
characteristics. T a An example of the linguistic usage of the 
Get an introduction to the authors of the main books of hadeeth. | P ou 6 


word can be found in the following hadeeth: B. Action: In Arabic, bai fi'l, which 
E} and memorize the hadeeth on obeying the I rophet E “Whoever establishes in Islam a good sunnah 
earn. 


| means everything the Prophet did after he. 
gets its reward and the reward of all those became a Prophet. The actions of the Prophet 
who follow it. And whoever establishes a bad =, can be subdivided into three categories: 
| Sunnah in Islam gets its sin and the sins of all a | 
“i those who follow it...” (Muslim). Therefore, 


ai ee - Actions intended to demonstrate some 
sunnah in the Arabic language is a way, a 


: i part of the religion, like how he prayed and 
a conduct or a lifestyle of a person or people. how he performed Hajj, etc. 
iy Muslim scholars define the Sunnah in the - Actions demonstrating parts of the reli- 
k: following Speen | gion that are unique to him. For example, he 
) The Sunnah 1$ any speech, ao would sometimes fast for several consecutive 
approval or attribute of the Messenger of : 


days without eating or drinking. We are not 


Allah ©.” Here are some examples: permitted to fast in this manner. 


A. Speech: In Arabic, Jya qawl, which 
means everything the Prophet said after he. 


became a Prophet. An example of that is the 
hadeeth of the Prophet + 


- Actions that relate to him-as a human 
being. For example, he liked certain foods, or 
he stood up, sat down or went to sleep in cer- 
tain places. We are not required to follow this 
. category of action, but a few companions like 





A rare picture of the Prophet’s grave inside A 
the Prophet's Mosque in Madinah. 






























Ibn ‘Omar used to do so out of their love for 
the Messenger of Allah # . 


C. Approval: In Arabic, 45 taqreer, 
which means everything the Prophet 
approved of. An example of this is when one 
of the Sahabah said the following statement 
after he raised from rukoo’ during salah: 

wl g ge 9 OME AN US Aad Ey LG” 


“Oh our lord, we praise you, as Your 
majestic face and great kingdom deserve.” 
After salah, the Prophet commended and 





approved what the man had said. 

Another example of this is the incident 
when some of the Sahabah prayed two 
rak’aat between the athan and iqamah during 
the Maghrib and Ishaa times. The Prophet 
did not object, so it was considered an 
approved Sunnah. Otherwise, had 
Rasoolullah objected to these two actions, 
they would not be considered Sunnah. 


D. Attribute: In Arabic, i sifah, which 
means all the reports about him, i.e. about 
what he was like.For example, he was 
described as a man that was not overly tall 


nor short. 


The Sunnah is the Prophet's way of wor- 


shipping Allah and practicing Islam. 





What is the difference between the Sunnah and the Qur’an? 


The Qur’an contains the message, teach- 
ings, and laws of Allah that are conveyed by 
the words of Allah. The Sunnah contains the 
message, teachings, and laws of Allah, con- 
veyed in the words and actions of the 
Messenger, peace be upon him. Allah says in 
Surat-un-Najm in the Qur'an about the. 
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, 


{OBSWNAOMS BiG 


“He does not speak according to his 
desires, he speaks only the Wahy, or divine 
revelation.” [53:3-4] 


Based on the above ayah, the hadeeth of 


the Prophet is part of Wahy, or divine guid- 
ance and revelation. That is because every 
time Rasoolullah © said or did anything, it 
was with the approval of Allah. So in this 
way, both the Qur’an and the Sunnah are 
messages from Allah. The difference 
between the two, however, is that the 
words of the Qur’an are the actual words of 
Allah, while the wording of the hadeeth are 
those of the Prophet. | 

There is a type of hadeeth, however, 
that relates exact words of Allah that are 
not part of the Qur'an and it is called 
“Hadeeth Qudsi.” The Prophet usually says 
in the beginning of the Hadeeth Qudsi 
“Allah says,” and then he mentions the say- 
ing of Allah. 














Table: Similarities and Differences among Qur'an, 


Allah 


Allah 





J and unauthentic — 








No, it can only F 


Muhammad 


authentic 
Prophet No Yes 
No Yes 


The Roles of Sunnah in Islam 


1. The Sunnah tells us how to implement 
Al-Qur'an. If we only had the Qur’an alone 
we would not know exactly how to apply it 
to our lives. So Allah has taught us, through 
His Messenger, how to properly understand 
and implement the Qur’an. 


The Qur'an is sometimes brief and non- 
specific regarding matters of figh. The role of 
the Prophet was to describe in detail how we 
should worship Allah. For example, Allah 
ordered the Muslims to pray, but He did not 
detail in Al-Qur’an how many times a day 
we should pray. Nor did Allah state how 
many tak’aat we should perform in each 
prayer. Al-Qur'an instructed us to give 
zakah, fast, and perform Hajj. However 
Allah did not explain in detail how to per- 
form all of the pillars of Islam. This was the 

role assigned to Rasoolullah =. He 
explained and demonstrated to the early 


Muslims all details of worship and etique 
i t 
of Islamic life. ae 


Allah also ordered us in Al-Qur’an to demon- 
strate noble characteristics such as honesty 
truthfulness, kindness, mercy, and courage, 
along with many other qualities. He sent 
Rasoolullah to show us through his actions 

he iw we could achieve a high level of charac- 
ter in our daily lives. 


2. The Sunnah clarifies the Qur’an. There 
are many phrases and concepts in Al-Quran. 
that needed clarification. Although the early 
Muslims understood much of the Qur’an, they 
could not understand everything in it K 
the help of Rasoolullah. Therefore, 


Rasoolullah was the teacher who explained 
Allah’s message to his followers 


“And I have sent down to you the Qur’an so. 
that you will clarify to the people what has 
been sent to them.” [16:44] 











ela ol 





3. The Sunnah is the second source of reli- 
gious knowledge after Al-Qur'an. As was 
explained in the above points 1 and 2, the 
Sunnah teaches Muslims additional details 
about Islam that are not found in the Qur'an. 
However, all scholars of Islam understand 
that Al-Qur'an remains the first source of 
knowledge for us and the Sunnah comes sec- 
ond. In fact, learning the Qur'an alone with- 
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Malik Ibn-ul-Huwayrith narrated that the Prophet said: 


“Pray like you see me pray.” 
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Jabir Ibn Abdullah narrated that the Prophet said: 


Ff 
“Learn from me your rituals. 
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Hadeeth Shareef 
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Reported by Imam Al-Bukhari 


















Reported By Imam Muslim 





out learning the Sunnah may lead to misin- 
terpreting Allah’s directions in Al-Qur'an. 
Allah sent Prophet Muhammad to teach us 
how to practice the Qur'an. Much of the 
details of Islamic teachings can be found in 
the Sunnah, but were not mentioned in the 
Qur'an. Therefore, the Sunnah is the second 


source of religious knowledge in Islam. y i 


Obeying Prophet Muhammad is Mandatory in Islam 


Obeying the Prophet and following his 
Sunnah is mandatory in Islam. In many 


ayaat, Allah stressed the importance of obey- 


ing Prophet Muhammad and following his 
sunnah and his great example. Let's explore 


what Al-Qur'an says about obeying Prophet 
Muhammad. 


a. Allah granted Prophet Muhammad 
Many great attributes and manners that are 
the perfect example for all mankind. The 
litestyle of Prophet Muhammad is Allah’s 
choice for those who seek to please Him and 
win His Jannah on the Day of Judgment. 
Therefore, the Sunnah and the litestyle of the 
Prophet is the one that is favored by Allah. 


“Be ve SoA oe oo, gts oor et 
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“Certainly you have in the Messenger of 
Allah an excellent role model for those who 
seek the pleasure of Allah and the latter day 
and remembers Allah much.” [33:21] 


b, Obeying the Prophet is mandatory in 
Islam. Allah orders all Muslims in Surat-AL- 
Imran to obey Allah and His Prophet, 


eg “A Sate se 
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“Obey Allah and His Messenger so that 
you will receive mercy.” [3:132]. 


c. Allah confirmed that whoever obeys 
the Prophet, he or she will be obeying Allah. 
The way we do this today is by following the 
Sunnah. Allah says in Surat-un-Nisaa’, 


{ Coy ait p as SM be of | 


“Whoever obeys the Messenger has 
obeyed Allah.” [4:80] 


d. Allah has made obedience of His 
Messenger a way to winning the love of 
Allah. Allah says in Surat Al-Imran, 

{Aes tA RB TILAA oA de ot 

ail Se WEIEN S o) Je 
AAG BAL sane the aA eT rer 
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“Say (O Muhammad): If you truly love 
Allah, then follow me and Allah will love 
you and forgive you your sins.” [3:31] 


e. During the life of the Prophet, Allah 
has made submission to the decisions of the 
Messenger of Allah a precondition for belief. 
Allah says in Surat-un-N isaa’, — - 
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“I swear by your Lord they will not 
believe until they make you decide the dis- 
putes between them, and then they do not 
find any objection in themselves to your. 
judgment and they submit completely.” [4:65] 





Don’t Take the Sunnah Lightly 


Rasoolullah was once sitting in the masjid 
with his companions. He told them that there 
would come a day when some people will 
claim that the Sunnah is not important. He 
said: “I have been given the Qur'an and its 
equivalent with it. A time is about to come 
when a man will sit back in his chair and say, 
“Only follow the Qur’an. Whatever you find 
in it that is permissible, consider it permissi- 
ble and whatever you find in it that is forbid- 
den, consider it forbidden.” The Prophet then 
said “I say, whatever the Messenger of Allah 


forbids is like what Allah forbids.” 


Then the Prophet gave examples of the 
things that he prohibited, although it is not 
mentioned in the Qur'an. He said, “It is pro- 
hibited for you to eat the meat of donkeys 
and wild animals. It is also prohibited to 
enter the houses of the People of the Book 
(Christians and Jews) without their permis- 
sion, to take their food or belongings without 
their permission, and to hurt their families.” 


This narration is reported in Abu Dawood, 
At-Tirmitht, Ibn Majah and Ahmad 


Hadeeth Shareef 
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Anas Ibn Malik narrated that the Prophet | said: 
“Whoever neglects my Sunnah is not one of my true followers.” 


Reported by Imam Al-Bukhari and others 
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Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Messenger of Allah, =, said: 
“Everyone from my ummah (nation) will enter Paradise, 

except those who refuse.” 

He was asked, “Oh Rasoolullah, who would refuse?” 

He said, “Whoever obeys me enters Paradise and whoever dis- 

obeys me has refused.” 


Reported in Al-Bukhari 











E( Projects and Activities ) 


Write a story that shows how the Sahab 


ah or the early 
were sincere and motivated to follow scholars of Islam 


the Sunnah of the Prophet. 





‘ Stretch Your Mind à 





> What n 
i dos the term _ Sunnah” mean in Arabic? 
2 Define th > term "S añinah.” -—= J — 
3 DENESI at least three reasons s for obe 
ophe ? ? Bxplai inve Ur ansy 
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Following the e Sunnah leads t to a annah. 1s this true? ? Support your answer r with a a hadeeth. P 
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ying ie Prophet and following his Sunnah. 
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T State one hadeeth that shows the importance of As-Sunnah 
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4) Develop awareness of the importance of Uloom-ul-Hadeeth 


p-d . -ul Hadeeth | 
EA Understand the basic terms of Uloom-u Panase 
EY Learn the basic classifications of hadeeth: Al-Hadeeth-us-Saheeh and Al-Ha 


ul-Hasan. Al-Hadeeth-ud-Da’eef and Al-Hadeeth-ul-Mawdoo’. 


Sihaah c= | 


























Definition of Hadeeth 


A hadeeth is a report of the sayings or 
actions of Prophet Muhammad together with 
the list of its chain of narration. csabi P phe 
‘Uloom-ul-Hadeeth, or the science of 
hadeeth, is all of the technical knowledge we 
learn about the narration of hadeeth. 


Why is this important? 


As we learned in the previous chapters, 
Allah has promised to protect this religion. 
From this promise, we can be sure that Allah 
has protected the hadeeth of His Messenger, 
peace be upon him. We cannot personally see 
our Prophet to follow his example, but we 
have been instructed by Allah to follow the 
sunnah. The ahadeeth are therefore a key to 
our understanding and following his Sunnah. 


Allah Almighty inspited generations of 
scholars from the time of the companions to 
the present day to work on preserving the 
ahadeeth. These scholars have developed a 
whole intricate science to screen and classify 
the ahadeeth. Through hard work and dedi- 
cation over hundreds of years, they separated 
the authentic Hadeeth of the Prophet from 
the faked and inaccurate narrations that were 
falsely attributed to the Prophet. These great 
scholars produced many great collections of 
ahadeeth of the Prophet. In this chapter, we 
will learn some of the basic terminology of 
this science and look at some examples of 
how these terms are used in practice. 


Basic Terminology: 


1. Sanad -<s : This word refers to the 
chain of narrators of a particular hadeeth. (i.e. 
the list of people who transmitted the narra- 
tion originating from the Prophet.) The plural 
of “sanad” is wil.’ “asaneed.” 

















. Matn c : The actual text of the 
hadeeth. The plural of matn is 2 x mutoon, 


4. Raawi «s.i, : Is one of the narrators in 
the chain of narration. The word means “nar- 
rator.” The plural of raawiis 3, ruwaah. 


5. Saheeh z : This is the overall 
higher grade for the sanad and the matn. It 
means “sound and correct.” The plural of 


saheeh is - = sihaah. 


6. Hasan...» : This is an overall good 
grade hadeeth that is slightly less than 
Saheeh. The Hasan Hadeeth is acceptable to 


use as evidence. The plural of hasan is oi» 
hisaan. 
7. Da'eef ans : This is an overall low 





grade hadeeth that means there is a signifi- 

cant weakness in the chain or in the text of 

the hadeeth that makes it unusable as reli- 

gious knowledge. The plural of da’eef is 
‘ee di’aaf. 


8. Mawdoo’ £ s2 m :This means that 
proof is available to show that the hadeeth is 
fabricated or has untrue naration. The plural 
of mawdoo’ is >l >, mawdoo’aat, 
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Hadeeth’s Place in Islam 


We learn Islam through two main sources 
of knowledge: Qur’an and Sunnah. We have 
to follow all ayaat and sound ahadeeth and 
recognize them as part of our religion. The © 
hadeeth is recognized as part of our religion 
if it is saheeh or hasan. The Da’eef Hadeeth 
or the Mawdoo’ narration cannot be consid- 
ered part of Islam. 


Some scholars, however, say that we can 
use Al-Hadeeth Ad-Da’eef in matters of man- 
ners, and when it encourages us to love Allah 


and worship Him. The majority of the schol- 
ars do not follow that opinion. They say that 
the Qur'an and the sound hadeeth, saheeh 
and hasan, have thousands of verses and 
ahadeeth that motivate us to do good deeds. 
Therefore, we don’t need to look for such 
motivation among weak ahadeeth. Finally, all 
scholars of Islam assign no religious value to 
Al-Hadeeth Al-Mawdoo’. A hadeeth of this 
category is simply a lie and cannot be attrib- 
uted to Rasoolullah. 





To identify a hadeeth as saheeh, it must 
past five tests: 


1. The chain of narration must be connected. 
Each narrator has actually learned the 
hadeeth from the earlier narrator. 
2. The narrators must be known for their high 
ethical and religious standards. 

3, The narrators must be known for their pre- 
cision in regards to their memory and accura- 
cy of transmission. This is because a Saheeh 
Hadeeth is a verbatim report, i.e. a word for 
word report, of what the Prophet © actually 
said. 

4. The text of the narration cannot contradict 
another text that has a more reliable chain of 
transmission. 

5. There cannot be any logical problem with 
the hadeeth that would throw doubt on its 
authenticity. 


Example: 


Imam Bukhari and Imam Muslim said: 
“Qutaybah told us that Jareer told him that 
he heard from Umara who heard from Abi 
Zarah who heard from Abu Hurayrah that:” 


A man came to the Messenger of Allah, 
peace be upon him, and said, “O Messenger 
of Allah, who is most deserving of my good 
companionship?” He said, “Your mother” 
The man said, “Then who?” He said, “Your 
mother.” The man said, “Then who?” He 
said, “Your mother.” The man said, “Then 
who?” He said, “Your father.” 


The section in bold is called the sanad. 
The section that follows it is called the matn. 
In this hadeeth, the chain of narration is con- 
nected. Also, all of the narrators in the chain 
are known among scholars of hadeeth for 
being very reliable, trustworthy and precise. 
This chain of narration is also well known 
among scholars of hadeeth and it doesn’t 
contradict any other narration. The text of the 
hadeeth itself is understandable and is consis- 
tent with the rest of the Qur’an and Sunnah. 
So this hadeeth has been categorized as 
saheeh, or absolutely sound. 


a 





have varying degrees of weakness, but when 





The criteria for grading a hadeeth as 
hasan are the same as those used in the grad- 
ing of a Saheeh Hadeeth, with one exception 
A Hasan Hadeeth will have one or more nar- 
rators in the chain who have been found to 
be a little weak in their precision, but not to 
the degree that they are considered unreli- 
able. Because these narrators are not as pre- 
cise, they will often convey the correct mean- 
ing of the hadeeth, but some or all of it wil] 
be in their own words rather than verbatim. 


Example: 


Imam Ahmed said Yahya told me that he 
heard from Bahiz who heard from his father 
who heard from his father that: 

He said to the Messenger of Allah, peace 
be upon him, “O Messenger of Allah, who 





A hadeeth can be Da’eef, or weak, for one 
or more of the following reasons: 

1. The chain of narration is broken in some 
way. One or more of the narrators did not 
learn it directly from the earlier narrator. 

2. The text contradicts something that has 
been transmitted in a more reliable manner 
like the Qur'an or another stronger hadeeth 
3. The narrator is known to make so many | 
mistakes that what he says is completely 
unreliable. | 

4. The narrator is found to be so sinful that 
his integrity cannot be trusted. 

5. There is a logical problem with the 
Hadeeth that clearly indicates a mistake was 
made. , 


It is important to note that the grading of 
a single chain of narration as da’eef doesn’t 
mean the matn itself is weak. It does happen 
that a single hadeeth can have multiple 
chains of narration. These multiple narrations 








should I be good to?” He said, “Your moth- 

er” I said, “Then who?” He said, “Your moth- 
er” I said, “Then who?” He said, “Your moth- 
er, then your father, then your relatives in 
order of closeness to you.” 

This chain of narration is connected and 
there are no problems with the text. All of the 
narrators in the chain are considered reliable 
except Bahiz. Some scholars considered him 
reliable and some felt that he made mistakes 
But he is definitely truthful, and is used as a 
narrator of hadeeth by At-Tirmithi, An- 
Nasa’ee, Ibn Majah and Abu Dawood. 
However, Bukhari and Muslim, who are 
known to have employed the highest stan- 
dards, chose not to use him. So the chain of 
narration for this hadeeth is considered 
hasan. It is still usable as evidence, but it does 
not meet the highest standards of a Saheeh 
Hadeeth. 







considered together the overall chain of nar- 
ration can be considered hasan. 


Example: 


Imam Al-Tirmithi said that Muhammad 
said to him that Wakeea’ said to him that 
Yazeed said to him that he heard from Ibn 
Mubarak who heard from Suhaib that the 
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him 
said: | 

“A person who makes permissible what 
the Qur’an has forbidden has not believed in 
the Qur’an.” 


This chain of narration has several problems: 
1. Itis broken because Ibn Mubarak never 
met Suhaib. 

2. Ibn Mubarak’s quality as a narrator is 
unknown. | 

3. Yazeed is generally considered a weak nar- | 


“~~ rator of hadeeth. 
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However, the meaning of the text is cor- 
rect and supported by many verses from the 
Qur'an. So we can conclude that the Hadeeth 
is weak, but the meaning is correct. 


4. The son of Yazeed relates from his father 
this hadeeth with a different chain of narra- 
tion. The son of Yazeed is also not a good 
narrator of hadeeth. 


S The Fabricated Hadeeth | 





scholars of hadeeth sort through the material 
to make it clear to the Muslims which 
ahadeeth were accurate and which were not. 

Mawdoo’ is the lowest level possible of a 
hadeeth narration. The meaning of the text 
might be correct, but the Prophet didn’t say 
it. Someone else has said it. Therefore, the 
hadeeth has no religious value. 


A hadeeth can be mawdoo’, or fabricated, 
when one or more of the narrators in the 
sanad is a known liar and fabricator of 
hadeeth. That can be combined with a clear 
religious deviation from the Qur’an or the 
other Saheeh Hadeeth. 

When the scholars, or ulamaa’, label a cer- 
tain hadeeth as mawdoo’, this means that the 
Prophet never said what is being reported. In 
other words, one narrator has lied and fabri- 
cated the hadeeth. In fact, there was a period 
in time when there were many spurious 
ahadeeth spread around by mischief makers a de ae 
and those wath ill UAE AA A notorious mally g 2 lel r 
fabricator, Abd-ul-Kareem Abu'l-Auju, “Seek knowledge even if you have to go to 
admitted to fabricating thousands of hadeeth China” 
that declared the halal haram and the haram 
halal. It was therefore very important that the 


Example: 


Hadeeth Shareef 
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Abu Hurayrah += ©! . narrated that Rasoolullah said: 


“Whoever lies on me deliberately should pick his place in 


Hell Fire.” 
Reported by Muslim, Abu Dawood, At-Tirmithi and Ibn Majah 
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* Always make sure that you learn the saheeh and 
$ hasan, or authentic, ahadeeth of the Prophet and 
` Practice it. Avoid following the mawdoo’, or fabri- 

I cated, ahadeeth, or the ones with a weak ays of narrators 











copy one hadeeth that is dateef and 














Allah says in Surat-ul-Hijr: 
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“T have sent down the thikr (the Qur’an) 
d I am preserving it.” (15:9) | 
n The word ‘thikr’ here includes both the 
Qur'an and the Sunnah. 


As we have seen, the Sunnah is the sec- 
ond most important part of the religious 
guidance after the Qur'an. Without it one | 
cannot understand the Qur'an properly. So, 
to keep His promise to protect the Qur’an, 
Allah also preserved the Sunnah. In this 
chapter we will begin to see how this hap- 
pened. 








yy Learn an overview of the history of hadeeth. 


3 Recognize the categories of hadeeth books and references. 





The Companions Started 
the Tradition of Writing 
Hadeeth 


The recording of hadeeth started at the 
time of the Prophet = with his companions. 
Imam Bukhari relates that Abu Hurayrah 
said, “There is not a companion of 
Rasoolullah = who relates more hadeeth 
from him than me, except Abdullah ibn Amr. 
He used to write what he heard, and I cannot 


write.” 


In Sunan Abu Dawood, Abdullah ibn 
Amr said, “I used to write everything I heard 
from Rasoolullah = because I wanted to 
memorize it. Then the Quraysh told me not 
to write it. They said, “How can you eel 
everything he says when he is a human who 
speaks when he is happy and when he is 
angry? So I stopped writing and asked 








ed to his mouth, “Write... I swear by Allah 
nothing comes out of it except the truth.” 
Therefore, some of the Ahadeeth were 
written down by Abdullah Ibn Amr during 
the early years of Islam. 


Ahadeeth were written by Abdullah Ibn 
Amr for his own personal use. He was the 
only one permitted to write them down. The 
Prophet generally discouraged the Sahabah 
from writing them at that time. He feared 
that people would mix them with the Qur'an, 
and become confused between the two. After 
the revelation of the Qur'an was completed, 
the Prophet passed away. 


Khaleefah Abu Bakr ordered the collec- 
tion of the Qur’an in one volume. Later on, 
Khaleefah Uthman made seven copies of Al- 
Qur’an and distributed them to the major 
cities of the Muslim nation at that time. 


The fear that people might mix hadeeth 
with the Qur'an had now diminished and a 
stronger focus was placed on collecting and 
writing the hadeeth. The companions were 
also very careful when they narrated the 
hadeeth, because they knew that it was a 
major sin to attribute speech to Rasoolullah 
incorrectly. So they taught the next genera- 
tion to pay close attention to the trustworthi- 
ness of the people they learned hadeeth from. 
This idea became a common saying among 
the following generations in the phrase, “The 
ahadeeth are part of our religion, so be care- 
ful who you take them from,” 


The Ahadeeth Were Also 
Memorized: 


The Messenger of Allah was teaching 
people their religion when he spoke. He was 
the greatest teacher on Earth. He was a fluent 
and eloquent speaker and would repeat him- 
self often. He was also careful not to tire his 
students out. A’ishah, may Allah be pleased 


Rasoolullah = about this. He said as he point- 






































A very old manuscript 


with her, said, “Rasoolullah = did not talk 
continuously like you talk. Instead, ‘he would 
talk in a clear and distinct manner that would 
be easily memorized by the person sitting 
with him.” (Tirmithi) 


The companion Abu Sa’eed Al-Khudri 
was once asked by one of his students if he 
would write down the ahadeeth that he 
knew. He said, “I will not write it for you and 
we have to protect the Qur’an. The 
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, used 
to speak to us and we would memorize. So 
memorize from us like we memorized from 
your Messenger.” 


Traveling to Learn 
Hadeeth: 


The companions started the habit of trav- 
eling to collect and’authenticate the ahadeeth. 
The companion Jabir ibn Abdullah traveled 
for a month to Syria to hear a hadeeth direct- 
ly from the other companions who had 
directly heard it from Rasoolullah &. Abu 
Ayub Al-Ansari «e 4i „2 traveled to Egypt 
for one hadeeth, then he turned around and 
came back to madinah immediately after he 
heard it. Ibn Masood said, “If I knew that 








anyone had more knowledge than me regard- 
ing the Book of Allah, I would travel to him. 


i From the generation of scholars after the 

| companions, Abi Al-A’lyia said: “In Basrah, 

we used to hear the narrations from the com- 

panions of Rasoolullah + ,but we would not 

accept them until we traveled to them and 

| heard from them directly.” Muhammad ibn 

Sireen once said, “I came to Kufa and there 

were four thousand people there as students 

| of hadeeth.” So when we pick up a book and 

read one hadeeth, we should remember and 

pray for the scholars who spent their lives 

| traveling and collecting to make sure the 

| ahadeeth were preserved for future genera- 

tions. 
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Overview of the History of Hadeeth: 


As you learned earlier, in the first hun- 
dred years of Islam, the ahadeeth were most- 
ly passed along by memory and the chain of 
narration was preserved. In the second hun- 
dred years, scholars began to make collec. 
tions of the ahadeeth that were available in 
their area. This is the time period when Imam 
Malik ibn Anas (93-179 A.H.) wrote his book 
Al-Muwatta’ which contained the Hadeeth 
and prophetic knowledge that he collected in 
madinah. It is probably the first full hadeeth 
book ever to be compiled. 


During the third century of Islam, the 
major scholars of hadeeth traveled across the 
Muslim world making comprehensive collec- 
tions of hadeeth. This was the time period 
during which Imam Al-Bukhari, Muslim, At- 
Tirmithi, Ibn Majah, An-Nasa’ee and Ahmad 
ibn Hanbal compiled their great collections of 
hadeeth. After these main collections of 





The most common books of hadeeth contain narrations from the 
first three generations of Muslims. About 7921 of them were men, and 









Hadeeth were compiled, scholars spent the 
next 600 years analyzing, writing commen- 
tary, perfecting, and developing the different 
sciences of Hadeeth. Then there was a period 
of stagnation in the science of Hadeeth up 
until the last hundred years. 


Today, we are seeing scholars exerting 
new found energy by into simplifying the 
work that has been done making it more 
accessible to people. Work is also being done 
to write commentary and explanation for 
Ahadeeth to make them understandable to 
the modern audience. Modern technological 
advances have made access to Hadeeth very 
easy. We can use the Internet, CDs and clear- 
ly typed, well printed books with modern 
indexes. Modern science is also giving us a 
deeper appreciation of some of the things 

Rasoolullah = did particularly from a med- 
ical perspective. 


Categories of Books Written to Serye Hadeeth: 


There is nothing on Earth like the amount 
of work that has been put into serving and 
studying the hadeeth. The following list sum- 
marizes some of the different kinds of books 
written. In each of these categories, you can 
find between five and one hundred famous 
books: 

1. There are books that are collections of only 
sound hadeeth. They include Saheeh-ul- 
Bukhari and Saheeh Muslim, among others. 


_ 2. The books that focus on collecting hadeeth 
į relating to fiqh topics and are called “Sunan.” 





They include Sunan Abu Dawood, Sunan-un- 
Tirmithi, Sunan-un-Nasa’ee and Sunan Ibn 
Majah. l 

3. The books that organize the ahadeeth 
according to the companion who narrated it. 
The book posts the Sahabi, and then it lists all 
of the ahadeeth that he or she narrated. These 


books are called a “musnad,” like “A]- 


Musnad,” by Imam Ahmad Ibn Hanbal, that 
contains more than 30,000 ahadeeth. 

4. Some books focus on collecting ahadeeth 
along with the opinions of the companions 








and scholars from the following generations 
like “Al-Muwatta” by Imam Malik Ibn Anas, 
and “Al-Musannaf” by Abd-ur-Razzaq Ibn 
Hammam. 

5. There are books that include many 
ahadeeth even though the focus of the book 
was something else, like the books of tafseer 
and history. This is like “Tafseer-ut-Tabari.” 
6.. There are books that focus only on a specif- 
ic kind of hadeeth, like the Qudsi Hadeeth. 

7. There are books that focus on collecting all 
of the Hadeeth pertaining to a specific topic, 
like the personal attributes of the Messenger 
of Allah, which is called “Ash-Shama’il”. 
Other topics include “jihad”, “Al-Amwal: 
Money and Wealth,” “Alamat-us-Sa’ah: The 
Signs of the Day of Judgment,” “Ar-Raqaa’ia: 
Heart Softeners.” 

8. There are books that analyze a single 
hadeeth by collecting together all of the 
chains of narration and versions of that one 
Hadeeth. 

9. There are books that focus on cataloging 
the narrators, strong and weak, of the differ- 
ent ahadeeth, like “Tahtheeb-ut-Tahtheeb” by 
Ibn Hajar Al-Asqalani. 


10. There are books and commentaries that 
explain the vocabulary and terms found in 
the Hadeeth like “An-Nihayah” by Ibn-ul- 
Atheer. 

11. There are books that collect all of the 
known fabricated Hadeeth, like “Al- 
Mawdoo’aat” by Ibn-ul-Jawzi. 

12. There are books that merge and summa- 
rize a number of books of Hadeeth by remov- 
ing the redundant Ahadeeth and grading the 
quality of the chain of narration like “Jami’- 
ul-Usool” by Ibn-ul-Atheer. 

13. There are a few books that have attempt- 
ed to collect all of the unique Hadeeth avail- E, 
able from all of the books of Hadeeth. One 

book in this category, called “Kanz-ul- 





Ummal,” contains 46,624 different narrations Why 
which is a summary of about 93 books of ey 
Hadeeth. 

So the lesson here is that Allah took care ey 
of protecting this religion by inspiring masses 
of scholars over the centuries who have | Wi 
worked day and night to protect and spread oy 
the Hadeeth of Prophet Muhammad ~. | 


It is amazing that many imams and scholars ' 
of hadeeth and other subjects of Islam were not 
Arabs. However, they learned Arabic very well 


and became scholars of Qur'an, hadeeth, fiqh 


| and other subjects of Islamic knowledge. 










w Always work hard to seek good knowledge, like ot) 
going to lectures, attending conferences and meet- a 
ing with scholars and knowledgeable people. Do at i 


least a fraction of what our great scholars used to do in the past. 






















1. Visit an Islamic library and browse 

of the hadeeth books that you see, 

> Cr mormon Bet 

; S a a eh line showing the milestones of the recording of the Hadeeth 

aT ra F See wae wal Jes!” (actions are judged according to the intention) 

"his on 48 reported in Saheeh Bukhari and Sunan Abu Dawood. Do a search f th 
l ch for the 


oes and find out the similarities and differences between 
iadeeth that are cited in the two books. : 


4. Browse the hadeeth sections of the followin 
a. www.almeshkat.net /books 
b. www.al-islam.com / eng / 


the books of hadeeth. Make a hist 


£g sites: 


Last year, you learned how the Qur'an reached us through a fine docu- 
r taught you how early Muslims docu- 


T Were ice te aas in . hich you compare and contrast how the Qur'an and 
” ure to compare and contrast the “w 
how” elements of documentation in both cases. hen, where, who and 





Study Questions 











Wh j r 

We o was the first person ever to write the hadeeth? 
'Didmany of the Gale nn 
eee any of the Sahabah write down the hadeeth? Ex 


Describe how the ahadeeth were transmitted from one 
one place to another during the first century of Islam? 
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The Major Books of Hadeeth 
(Part One) 


CHAPTER 


— J 





© Saheeh Al-Bukhari 
© Saheeh Muslim 





l. Muwatta’ of [mam Malik: 


Imam Malik Ibn Anas Al-Asbahi (93H to 
179H1) is one of the greatest scholars of hadeeth 
and Islamic law. His grandfather was a Sahabi 
by the name of Abu Amir Al-Asbahi. Allah has 
blessed our ummah with Imam Malik, who 
was one of the four major imams in Islamic his- 
tory. He spent years collecting and perfecting 
he hh his book “Al-Muwatta,”meaning “the made 

easy,” until it became one of the most authentic 
books of hadeeth of all time. Imam Shafi’ee 
said: “I don’t know a book of knowledge that is 
ae more correct than the book of Imam Malik.” In 
| Ea = ve it its entirety the book contains 4,319 ahadeeth, 
Malik Ibn Anas si cs ibs > l narrations and opinions of companions and 


1 Recognize and learn about the most prominent books of hadeeth. 
CÌ} Gain a basic overview of the history of major hadeeth collectors. ik 





























n =. — a vty scholars. Of this number, about 1,594 are 
| Muhammad Ibn Isma’eel Jeeta! cu sasa VW if ahadeeth of Rasoolullah © . If you remove the 
re ae N redundant hadeeth you get about 745 
| re. | | -Bukanri p l ahadeeth. 
| Muslim Ibn-ul-Hajjaj cha! os paa \ >K 


Some considered this book to be the first 


Al-Neesabouri wots! book of Saheeh Hadeeth. Others objected, 
: popia 








T e i aes > A pointing to the fact that the book is full of sto- 
== A a al A h ries and narrations that have a disconnection in 
| | Abu Dawood, Sulayman eee | the chain of narration. However, all of the 
yh | Ibn-ul-Ash’ath As-Sijistani piisaa sai P i Hadeeth narrated in the Muwatta’ can þe 
i lp U — M rA i assumed sound, because scholars afterwards 
| (Muhammad ibn Isa AbTirmithi sisi uie G4 sone | collected the missing chains from other 
| ; Hi a >$ sources. It is also important to be aware of the 
| i Ahmad Ibn Shu'ayb ÅN- gai g seal fact that the main point of the book is to be an 
\ | ; easy summary of the figh of Madinah. This is 
i Nasa’ee stu why Imam Malik wrote the first draft with 
| == = —— p d around 10,000 narrations and then kept sum- 


marizing it year after year, until he refined it to 
its current form. 





© Musnad of Imam Ahmed 
À Important Books of Al-Hadeeth-us-Saheeh 





_ have been well known in their areas. 
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| Al-Masjid An-Nabawi 





The reason for this is that Imam Malik 
lived his whole life in Madinah. So he record- 
ed many ahadeeth that were well known in 
the city of Madinah, even though he didn’t 
always have a clear chain of narration for 
them. Also, we need to remember that many 
of the companions left Madinah and scattered 
across the world to perform jihad or to 
spread Islam. They took ahadeeth with them 
and taught them to people in those areas. 
Two centuries later, imams of hadeeth like 
Al-Bukhari, Muslim and others traveled 
around the Muslim world. Their aim was to 
collect sound asaneed, or chains of narration, 
for the mutoon of the ahadeeth that might 
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The Khaleefah Al-Mansoor, of the Abbasid era, called Imam Malik to a meeting. Al- 


Mansoor told Imam Malik, “I decided to have y 
around the Muslim world. I will then command 
only study and follow your book. I have come to 
religion comes from the people and scholars of M 

Imam Malik said, “Oh Ameer-ul-Mu'mineen, 


our book, ‘Al-Muwatta,’ copied and distributed 
the people to stop studying anything else and 
the conclusion that the best knowledge of this 


adinah.” 
please don’t do this. The Sahabah have 


spread out to so many areas and taught the hadeeth of Rasoolullah everywhere. Every commu- 
nity accepted the knowledge that was brought to them and they follow it religiously. So the 
people have come to follow the differing opinions of the companions and later scholars. To 


force the people to change what they believe i 


s correct is very difficult. So leave the people to 


follow what their choice of scholars favor and have adopted.” 
Al-Mansoor said, “I swear that if you ever change your mind, | will order it.” 


Quote from the Imam 


Imam Malik said, “I have met 
people in this city who, if they 
are asked to pray to Allah for 
rain, it would rain. They have 
also studied and learned many 
ahadeeth. I did not narrate a sin- 
gle hadeeth from them. They 
focused on fear of Allah and wor- 
ship. This work (of hadeeth and 
fiqh) requires a person who fears 


2. Saheeh-ul-Bukhari: 


Imam Muhammad Ibn Isma’eel Al- 
Bukhari was born in 194H in Bukhara, in 
today’s Uzbekistan. He passed away in 
Samarqand at the age of 62 in the year 250H 
(810-870 A.D). Imam Al-Bukhari was an 
orphan, but showed signs of genius and pos- 
sessed an amazing memory. He memorized 
the Qur’an and all of the ahadeeth available 





Al-Muwatta 
of imam Malik iba Anas 


The First Fernelstion of lel lan 





Allah, protects himself, is usually 
very precise, and has strong 
knowledge and understanding. 
Such a person knows what he is 
talking about and can tell the dif- 
ference between what he says 
today and what he hears tomor- 
row. An imprecise person who 
lacks understanding cannot be 
benefited from. He is not a reli- 
able source of religious knowl- 
edge, and hadeeth is not to be 
taken from him.” 


with the scholars in his area by the time he 
was only ten years old. Then he began his 
travels across the Muslim world to collect the 
hadeeth when he was sixteen. He traveled to 
Makkah, Madinah, Iraq, Syria, and Egypt to 
study with the great scholars of his time. His 
travels were inspired by the companions and 
great scholars, who journeyed long distances 
to find the strongest chains of narration for a 
hadeeth. 
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į together 600,000 different chains of narration 


Bukhara 





Imam Al-Bukhari Compiles the Hadeeth 


The companion Jabir ibn Abdullah trav- 
eled for a month to visit another companion 
in Al-Sham (the area of Syria today) named 
Abdullah Ibn Unays. Jabir traveled this long 
distance because he had heard of a hadeeth 
that Abdullah had heard directly from the 
Messenger of Allah. So Jabir went to directly 
hear this one hadeeth to make sure of its 
authenticity. (Saheeh Al-Bukhari) 


At the time of Imam Al-Bukhari, people 
had general collections of hadeeth. The schol- 
ars knew what was strong and what was 
weak based on their knowledge of the chains 
of narration. When the teacher of Imam Al- 
Bukhari saw his brilliance and precision, he 
suggested that he work on compiling a collec- 
tion of only Saheeh Hadeeth in a small sum- 
marized book. Imam Al-Bukhari liked this 
idea and began writing his Saheeh when he 
was 23 years old. He then spent the next 16 
years traveling, collecting, writing, analyzing 
and perfecting his book. He studied with 
over a thousand scholars of hadeeth, bringing 





for hadeeth. From all of these chains of narra- 
tion, he selected about 2,607 of the very best 
to include in his Saheeh. He also presented it 
for review to many of the great scholars of 
hadeeth of his time. It didn’t take long for 
the greatness of his book to be recognized 
and adopted by the scholars of our Ummah 
as the most perfect book after the Qur'an. 
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A map plotting the travels of Imam Al-Bukhari 
Source: Dr. Shawgi Abu Khalil, Atas on the Prophet's 
Biography, 2004 Darussalam. 
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They Loved Him! 


Imam Muslim once said to Imam Al- 
Bukhari, “There are none like you in this 
world.” He also said to him one time, “Please 
allow me to kiss your feet. You are the master 
of teachers and hadeeth scholars.” 


Layout of the Book 


Imam Al-Bukhari was a brilliant scholar 
of Islamic law, in addition to being a scholar 
of hadeeth. So his book breaks up the 
hadeeth, or even sections of a hadeeth, based 
on the theme, law, or lesson that is learned 
from it. By contrast Imam Muslim put all of 
the different versions of a hadeeth together. 
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Because Imam Al-Bukhari breaks up and 
repeats the hadeeth in his book, the total 
numbers of narrations in the book are 7,563. 





l * it J 
In almost every city he visited, Imam Al-Bukhari was tested by the porleuete ao ase ? 
He became prominent because he was proven to be a brilliant genius wit neg i Ll HDi 
Those who traveled with him said he would sometimes get out of bed between 


a night to continue his work on hadeeth. 


When Imam Al-Bukhari came to Baghdad, the scholars prepared aA jia ait forai, They 
took one hundred hadeeth and scrambled their chains of sitet runt leis be NE 
Hadeeth each to ten people. Then they called for a gathering o i bs w eae ene 
Bukhari attended. After the meeting began, one of the ten men go Pad act teak aga ER i 
Bukhari about one of the hadeeth that he was given. Imam ee ari td Rene gent 
Then the man asked him regarding the second of his hadeeth an mer abe M R ca 
don’t know it.” The man continued with the rest of his ten nhs a AAEN Imam Al- 
each got up asking about the hadeeth that they had one ata anne. pz si ra pares pales ake 
Bukhari did not say anything more than “I don’t know it.” When a 
presenting their 100 ahadeeth, the meeting became silent. 


Then Imam Al-Bukhari turned to the first man and said to him, ay R Be Di ds ai 
id... and the correct chain of narration is ... and as for the second hade ws ane 
a th ct chain of narration is...” Imam Al-Bukhari continued with every adee f 
a MAEA men, reminding them of what they had said, and then telling iep Jan a 
Rew narration eS. When he finished he had corrected all 100 hadeeth. ios i EPERE! itd FP 
astounded by his brilliance and greatness. Later, Imam AaB AEE was ni 
Mu’mineen” of hadeeth, or the leader of the hadeeth knowledge. 
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3.Saheeh Muslim: 


Imam Muslim Ibn Al-Hajjaj An-Nisaboori 


was born in 206A.H. in Neshabur, Iran and 
passed away in 261A.H. During his life, he 
became recognized as one of the greatest 


scholars of hadeeth. He traveled and studied 


with many scholars including Imam Al- 
Bukhari and Imam Ahmed Ibn Hanbal. He 
spent about 15 years compiling his Saheeh 
from a collection of about 300,000 chains of 
“narration. After he completed his Saheeh he 
presented it to another great scholar of his 
time named Imam Abu Zar’ah Ar-Razi. 
When Imam Ar-Razi felt that a certain 
hadeeth had even a minor defect, Imam 
Muslim would remove that hadeeth from the 
book. In the end, Saheeh Muslim became 


accepted as one of the most authentic book of 


Hadeeth, second only to Saheeh Al-Bukhari. 
To understand why Saheeh-AI-Bukhari is 
slightly stronger overall, it could be said that 
Imam Al-Bukhari focused on collecting 
Hadeeth from “A+” narrators. Imam Muslim 
did not focus so exclusively on “A+” narra- 
tors, and included a lot of “A” narrators. 
Also, Imam Bukhari had a certain extra crite- 
rion that Imam Muslim didn’t require for 
accepting narrations. According to Al- 
Bukhari, every narrator must have met his 
sheikh, or the scholar whom he learned the 
hadeeth from. Imam Muslim only required 


4. Musnad of {mam Ahmed 


Imam Ahmed Ibn Hanbal was born in 
167H and passed away in 241H. He was one 
of the greatest scholars of hadeeth that this 
Ummah has ever produced. His collection of 
hadeeth dwarfs the other collections men- 
tioned so far. His collection has about 27,363 
chains of narration that can be summarized 
down to 9,339 unique, or unrepeated 
Hadeeth. However, the repetition is useful 
for scholars of hadeeth, who can compare the 
different chains of narration and the slight 
variations in wording to determine the 





that the narrator and his sheikh have lived 
during the same time. 


Layout of the Book 


Saheeh Muslim does not focus on the figh 
lessons of the hadeeth, so Imam Muslim does 
not include opinions of companions or schol- 
ars. After the introduction, he only collected 
narrations attributed to Rasoolullah. & . The 
focus of the book is to collect the different 
narrations and wordings of the same hadeeth 
in one place. So in total there are about 5,362 
different narrations in the book. However, 


these narrations only represent about 2,846 
different hadeeth. 


strongest form of wording for the hadeeth. 
Imam Ahmed collected and organized all of 
these ahadeeth based on the narrator. His 
book, Al-Musnad, is so encompassing of all 
the documented hadeeth that some scholars 
would memorize his Musnad, instead of the 
other smaller famous books of hadeeth, 
because Musnad Ahmed doesn’t miss many 
authentic hadeeth. 


Imam Ahmed said he started with 750,000 
chains of narration and then summarized and 
filtered them down to form his book. Asa 
whole, his book turned out to be more 
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authentic and of a higher quality than many 
of the other books of Sunan. Most of the 
ahadeeth in his collection are strong or have 
mild weaknesses. Only a small handful of 
Hadeeth in the book have been assessed by 
some scholars as fabricated. 


The Hadeeth scholar Abu Zar’ah was 
asked, “Which scholar that you met had 
memorized the most Hadeeth?” He said, 
“Ahmed Ibn Hanbal... The day he died his 
books were collected and amounted to twelve 
camel loads. The books contained nothing 
but narrations and he had them all memo- 
rized.” 





Quote from the Imam 


Imam Ahmed was asked about the 
hadeeth, “A group from my ummah will 
always have the truth and will not be harmed 
by those who attack them until the Day of 
Judgment”. He said, “If this group who 
remains victorious is not the people of 
hadeeth, then I do not know who they are.” 

Imam Ahmed was once asked about all of 
his travels to learn hadeeth, “If a man docu- 
ments 30,000 ahadeeth isn’t it enough for 





















Al-Musnad means “the book of 
hadeeth that includes the proper chains 
of narration.” 


him?” The Imam was silent. The man said, 
“60,000?” The Imam was silent. The man 
said, “100,000?” Imam Ahmed said, “Then 
the person would know something.” 

This is how much knowledge you needed 


at the time of the different chains of narration- 


for each hadeeth to be sure of its authenticity. 
All praise is due to Allah, and may Allah 
bless all of our great scholars who have 
enabled us to follow our Prophet and study 
his ahadeeth with ease by doing the work of 
collecting and categorizing the authentic nar- 
rations. 
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2. Plot the journeys’ routes traveled by a great imam of you 
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Write a paragraph about how each of th 
a. Al-Bukhari 

b. Muslim 

c. Malik 

d. Ahmad Ibn Hanbal 


e following imams has inspired you: 






Study Questions 








List the eight books and their authors in chronological order 
Define Saheeh. Micenad E | 
be WEHIY Tt. | 
Describe briefly the following books: nl 
a. Saheeh-ul-Bukhari. b. Saheeh Muslim 
c. Saheeh Ibn Hibban d. Musnad Ahmad 
e. Al-Muwatta’. 
ee eo aN Saheeh-ul-Bukhart the only two-boake that caeced fie 
“aneen” in their title? Explain vour- answer ———oiO 

















© Sunan 
© Sunan Al-Tirmithi 
© Sunan An-Nasa’ee 
© Sunan Ibn Majah 


UNIT 


y4 Gain a basic overview of the history of major Sunan books p tae 
3" Receive an introduction to the authors of the main books of hadeeth. 
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Quick Reminder 


Remember that the compilers of the 
books of Saheeh only intended to collect 
Saheeh Hadeeth. In the books of Sunan 
the authors intended to collect both the 
Saheeh and Hasan Hadeeth. However, 
they will sometimes include narrations 
with minor to moderate weakness in 


their chains of narration. 
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The Major Books of Hadeeth 


(Part Two) 
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Books of Sunan 
> 1. Sunan-ut-Tirmithi isola il oe 


f 
The compiler of Sunan-ut-Tirmithi is 

Imam Muhammad Ibn Isa oe He 

| born near Termez in present day 

Uzbekistan in the year 209 A.H. (824 A.D.) 

| and passed away there in the year 279 A.H 
(892 A.D.), when he was seventy lunar years 
of age. At-Tirmithi was a student of Imam 

| Al-Bukhari, Muslim and Abu Dawood. Later, 

| he became a well-known and respected schol- 














ar of hadeeth. He was also known for his 

extreme fear of Allah, religious commitment, 

and precision. Imam Al-Bukhari used to 
admire him, and once said to him, with great 
humility, “I benefited from you more than 
you benefited from me.” It has been reported 
that towards the end of his life, At-Tirmithi 
lost his eyesight from crying so much out of 
the fear of Allah. It is sometimes difficult for 
us today to understand the amazing levels of 
piety that these great scholars of Islam had. 


His collection of hadeeth incorporated a 
lot of different branches of the science of 
hadeeth. He did the following: 


1. He carefully categorized the hadeeth based 
on its main theme. 

2. He indicated any problems with the chain 
of the hadeeth. 

3. He graded each hadeeth based on its over- 
all strengths or weaknesses, 

4. He clarified the names and nicknames of 
narrators. 





5. He summarized what was said about 
strong or weak narrators. 

6. He differentiated between narrators who 
actually met the Messenger of Allah, peace be 
upon him, and those who did not but narrat- 
ed hadeeth directly to him. 

7. He mentioned the opinions of scholars on 
different fiqh points like the Opinions of 
Imam Ash-Shafi’ee, Malik, and Abu 
Haneefah. 

8. He also summarized the number of chains 
of narration of a particular hadeeth, and 
whether it had other narrations that support- 
ed it. 













Imam Al-Tirmithi did not repeat very 
many ahadeeth in his Sunan. Instead, he only 
mentioned the strongest hadeeth for each 
topic. He also mentioned how many other 
chains were available for the hadeeth. So the 
book is very comprehensive, containing 
about 3,965 hadeeth. When the repetitions are 
excluded, the number only drops to about 
3,365. 


Quote from the Imam 


and they accepted it. And I Presented it to the scholars of Khurasan, and they accepted 
it. Whoever has this book in his house, it is as if he has a messenger from Allah talking 


to him.” 


2. Sunan Abu Dawood >; th eps 


The compiler of Sunan Abu Dawood is 
Abu Dawood Sulayman ibn Ash‘ath al-Azdi 
As-Sijistani. Inam Abu Dawood was born in 
Sejstan, Afghanistan in 202H (817 A.D) and 
passed away in 273H (888 A.D.) at the age of 
71. He was a student of Imam Al-Bukhari 
and Ahmed Ibn Hanbal. Imam Aby Dawood 
traveled to Iraq, syria, Egypt, Makkah, 


Madinah, Nisaboor (Nishaa’pur), among 
many other locations, to search for hadeeth 
and Islamic knowledge. After years of travel 
and study, he became widely recognized as 
one of the greatest scholars of hadeeth of his 
time. Imam At-Tirmithi and An-Nasa’ee were 
both counted among his students. He sum- 
marized his book from around 500,000 chains 
of narration to about 4,800 hadeeth. When 
repetitions are not counted, the number is 
around 3,784. 











Quote from the Imam 


Imam Abu Dawood said about his collection: 


“T have collected in it (around) 4,800 Hadeeth. I mentioned the Saheeh Hadeeth and what 
comes close to it [Hasan]. It is enough for a person’s religion to have four of them” (because 
most of the rules can be summarized in): 

1. The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said, “Actions are judged by the intentions.” 
2. And he said, “It is part of being a good Muslim to ignore that which does not concern you” 
3. And he said, “A believer is not a believer until he wishes for his brother what he wishes for 
himself.” 

4. And he said, “What is permissible is clear and what is forbidden is clear, between them are 
unclear issues that not many people know (whether they are forbidden or not). So whoever 
avoids the unclear issues protects his honor and religion and those who fall into the unclear 
issues will fall into what is forbidden.” 


His book became widely accepted by scholars from all schools of fiqh. 


In his book he followed the example of 
Imam Al-Bukhari in categorizing and repeat- 
ing Hadeeth to highlight the different lessons 
and rulings that can be inferred from them. 
He was also very careful to point out if there 
were any problems with a narration that 
were not clearly apparent. 

Imam Ath-Thahabi once said, “No one 
memorized more Hadeeth than An-Nasa’ee 
at the start of the third century of Islam. He 
was comparable to Al-Bukhari.” 

Imam An-Nasa’ee was buried in Al-Quds, 
or Jerusalem 


3. Sunan-un-Nasa’ee shall gyi 


Imam Ahmed Ibn Shu’ayb An-Nasa’ee 
was born in Nasa, Turkmenistan in 215 A.H 
(830 A.D.) and passed away in Palestine in 
303H (915.A.D.). He traveled to Iraq, Syria, 
Makkah, Madinah, and Egypt, where he 
stayed for a long period of time. During his 
travels, he studied with many scholars 
including Imam Abu Dawood. He wrote 
many books about the grading of narrators of 
hadeeth, and was widely recognized as one 
of the greatest scholars of his time. He collect- 
ed around 11,949 narrations in his collection 
called “Al-Sunan Al-Kubra.” Then he was 
asked, “Is all of it sound?” He said, “No.” So 
he was asked to summarize the strong 
hadeeth from it. He did so in a book called 
“Al-Mujtaba,” which means “The Selected,” 
where he documented 5,662 of the narrations. 
When repetitions are not counted, they num- 
ber 2,515. | 
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as supporting evidence. Of the rest of the 


Imam Muhammad ibn Yazeed Ibn Majah ahadeeth: 


was a great scholar of hadeeth in his time. He 
was born in the year 209A.H. in Qazvin, Iran 
and passed away in 273 A.H. In his book he 
collected the Ahadeeth pertaining to the | 
Sunnah of Rasoolullah =. His book is placed 
lasi among the famous books, because it con- 
tains a lot more weak hadeeth compared to 
the other books. The book is important 
because it contains a number of hadeeth that 
are not found in other books. There are 
around 4,341 ahadeeth in the book, of which 
3,002 are narrated in the other five books of 
Hadeeth (Al-Bukhari, Muslim, Tirmithi, Abu 
Dawood, Nasa’ee). Imam Ibn Majah provides 
chains of narration that are often not found in 


1. 438 have sound chains of narration 


(Saheeh). 


2. 199 have acceptable chains of narration 
(Hasan). 





3. 613 have weak chains of narration, 


4. 99 have weak chains of narration that 
might even include liars. 

After seeing this breakdown, we should 
have a better idea of the importance of 
this book, even though the ahadeeth that 
are only found in it have about a 50% 
good possibility of being weak. 































The two main Saheeh books and four Sunan are called a S 


Al-Kutub-us-Sittah,” or “The Six í 
a Books.” S 
these books “Uti ALjama‘ah” or “All” tS called all 











Table: 
Major Hadeeth Scholars 











_Born-Died | Places of 
-Birth and 
T | Death 
Malik Ibn 93H- 179H 
| Anas 
Ahmed Ibn 167H-241H Baghdad 
Hanbal 
Muhammad 194H-256H B. Bukhara 
Ibn Isma’eel D.Samarkand 
Al-Bukhari 
Ht 
m  - Muslim Ibn 206H-261H  Neshabur 
an  AtbHaijjaj (iran) 
Al-Nisaboori 
Abu Dawood, 202H-275H B. Sejstan 
Sulayman ibn D. Basrah 
Ash‘ath al- 
ip Azadi al-Sijistani 
Muhammad 209H-279H  Tirmith 
Ibn Isa 
Al-Tirmithi 
Ahmed Ibn 215H -303H B. Nasa 
ji or gm Shuayb D. Palestine 
~ —~An-Nasa’ee 
ak 
| Muhammad 209H-273H Qazvin 
Wh ibn Yazeed (Iran) 
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Makkah, Syria, 
Yaman, Algeria, 
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and Persia 


Makkah, Madina, 
Iraq, Syria, 
and Egypt 


Makkah, Madina, 
Syria, and Egypt 


Neshabur, Iran, 
Iraq, oyria, Egypt, 


Iraq, Makkah, 
Madina, Iran 


Makkah, Madina, 
Iraq, Syria, 
and Egypt 


Makkah, Madina, 
Iraq, Iran, 
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Abdur-Rahman 


Imam Shafi’eee, 
Sufyan ibn 
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Abu Yousuf 


Abdullah 
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a. Sunan Abu Dawood. 
b. Sunan-ut-Tirmithi. 
c. Sunan Ibn Majah. 

d. Sunan-un-Nasa’ee. 
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Alcoholic Beverages: 
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| Verses (1-5) The Etiquettes of Visiting Elders and 
gi SEOCI ONE Speaking to Them 
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Learn and memorize ayaat 1-5 of Surat-ul-Hujurat. 

Internalize the ideal of applying the principles of the Qur’an and the Sunnah in 
issues of daily life before anything else. 

Internalize the etiquettes of speaking with elders in a polite tone. 

Learn the etiquette of visiting others and seeking permission to come in. 
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Al-Hujuraat sha 


Introduction 


This surah was revealed in Madinah. It 
contains eighteen ayaat. Most of them 
address important aspects of Islamic human 
relations. Hujurat ( wi ;>+i ) the plural word 
of hujrah, which means a room. In this case, 


hujurat refers to the rooms of the Messenger 
| of Allah and his wives. 














Allah. They 
great reward (in Paradise), 














(49:4) Most of those who call you (O Muhammad) from behind the walls (of your room) are igno- 


rant and they don’t know better. 


I been bet- 
(49:5) If they had been patient and waited for you to come out by a. X would n 
ter for iol (Remind them) Allah is forgiving and merciful (so they should as g 


and thank Allah for not punishing them.) : 


Ayah 1. A delegation came from the tribe 
of Bani Tameem to the Prophet Muhammad 
2 to learn and accept Islam. When it was 
time for them to go, Abu Bakr said to the 
Messenger of Allah, “Make Al-Qa’qaa’ bin 
Ma’bad the leader for them.” Then Omar 7 
said, “No, instead make Al‘Aqra’a bin Ha’bis 
their leader.” Both men were already impor- 
tant members of the tribe of Tameem. Then 
Abu Bakr said, “You only said that to dis- 
agree with me.” And Omar said, “No I didn’t 
want to disagree with you.” So they started 
arguing and their voices got louder so Allah 
revealed these verses. | | 

When the verse, “Those who lower their 
voice are the ones whose hearts are purified 
by Allah...” was revealed, Abu Bakr said, “I 
swear (by Allah) who sent down to you the 
Qur’an, O Messenger of Allah, I will only talk 
to you like someone telling you a secret until 
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1. Consulting with Qur'an and the 
Sunnah before taking decisions or form- 


ing opinions. Ayah 1 means, “do not make a 


decision in front of the Prophet Muhammad, 
peace be upon him, without consulting him’ . 
The meaning though is still the same. Even if 
we think we know what should be done, we 
must wait and consult the Qur’an and 
Sunnah and the advice of scholars. | 
Everything we do must follow the guidance 


_ that has been sent to us. If we make decisions 





Reason for Revelation 
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I die.” (Reported by Al-Hakim, sound 
hadeeth. It is also related in Bukhari that 
Omar Ibn Al-Khataab did the same. This 
shows how much respect they had and how 
quick they were to obey the Qur'an.) 

Imam Tabari reported another reason for 
revealing these ayaat. Some companions used 
to say, “If only Allah would reveal something 
about this or that topic,” so Allah revealed 
this to tell them this is bad manners and they 
should: trust that Allah knows what He is 
doing in how He reveals the Qur'an. 


Ayah 5. It is said that one reason they 
came was to ask the Messenger of Allah to 
free some captives. He decided to free half 
and ransom half and if they had been patient 
all of them would have been freed. (Fath Al- 


Qadeer) 
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in a hurry, then we might do something 


against Islam without realizing it. This idea is 


reflected in the famous hadeeth of Sahabi 


Mu’ath Ibn Jabal, when he was sent to Yemen 
to serve as a leader there. This is the dialogue 


that went on between the Prophet and 
Mu’ath Ibn Jabal: 

“How will you judge?” 

“T will follow Allah’s book.” 

“What if you don’t find your gr 

“Then I will judge by the Sunnah. ; 
“What if you don’t find your answer? 
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“Iwill work hard to come up. with my 
own Opinion.” 

Then Rasoolullah said, “Al/ praise is only 
due to Allah, who guided the messenger of the 
Messenger of Allah to what was accepted by the 
Messenger of Allah.” (Tirmithi) 


2. Proper Etiquettes of Visiting with 
Elders. | 

When the delegation from the tribe of 
Bani Tameem came to Madinah the 
Messenger of Allah was in one of the houses 
of his. wives. Al-Aqra’a bin Ha’bis (one of the 
important people in the tribe of Tameem) 
yelled over the wall, “O Muhammad, come 
out to us.” When Rasoolullah didn’t respond 
Al-Aqra’a yelled some poetry, 

“O Muhammad, if I praise someone then they 
look good lamong the Arabs] - 

and if I put down someone then they become 
humiliated,” 

The Arabs back then liked to challenge 
each other with poetry to see who could 
show off the most. When this delegation first 
came they wanted to show off their impor- 
tance. The Messenger of Allah answered, 

“Actually it is Allah [whose praise and blame 
really matters and not yours],” 

This incident of Bani Tameem yelling 
over the wall was the reason behind reveal- 
ing ayah 2, according to Imam Ahmad. 

` This story shows how some inconsiderate 
people rudely approached Rasoolullah while 








he was in his home. According to some histo- 


nans, these people came during the resting 
time of the Prophet and shouted at him-by 

his name. Islam teaches us to visit people in 
the proper times and to follow Proper man- 


ners. A Muslim should avoid resting and pri- 


vate times and seek proper permission, like 
knocking at the door, ringing the bell or call- 
ing before coming. If the permission is not 
given, visiting Muslim should not feel bad. 


3. Muslims should not speak loudly, 
especially with their elders. 

Ayah 3 tells that the Arabs of the time 
were used to talking loudly and yelling. So in 
these verses, Allah says that if they become 
respectful, Allah will purify their hearts. 


When these verses were revealed, Thabit 
bin Qais (a Sahabi that had a loud voice ) said 
to himself, “I am the one who used to raise 
his voice in front of Rasoolullah +. My good 
deeds are all gone. I am among those. who are 
going to Hell.” So he sat depressed and sad 
in his house. The Messenger of Allah missed 
him.and sent someone to ask about him. 
When he found out why Thabit was so upset, 
he sent the man back to Thabit with good 
news saying, “Go to him, and tell him he is not 
among the people going to Hell. He is among the 
people going to Paradise,” - 


(Reported by Al-Bukhari) 





As-Sa’ib was once lying in the masjid and he felt a pebble hit him. So he looked up and 


saw Omar Ibn-ul-Khataab, who said to him, 


“Go get me those two people.” When they came 
he said to them, “Who are you?” They said, “We are from Ta'if.” 


this city (Madinah) I would have you painfully beaten. How can 


He said, “If you were from 
you raise your voices in the 


masjid of the Messenger of Allah, may Allah’s blessings and peace be upon him???” (Reported 


by Al-Bukhari) 


This story shows us that you don’t punish peo 
also shows that the companions considered yellin 
Messenger of Allah as bad as raising your voice in front of him. 
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ple in Islam if they don’t know the rules. It 
g in the masjid or near the grave of the 
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{ Projects and Activities } 
















+ Always refer to Islamic law, the Qur’an, andthe o 3 w aon : 
aaa before taking decisions in daily life, ea | L Write a journal on the Islamic etiquettes of speaking with 
especially in matters that are addressed in the | | others. 


Qur'an and Sunnah. 









En 


=k Always talk about the Messenger respectfully and observe 
respectful manners toward him and other Prophets. 

Always recognize those who have more knowledge than you 
(including fathers, teachers and scholars) by asking their opmion 


before you rush to do things. 


2. Prepare a Power Point presentation on the Islamic etiquettes of visiting others, 
especially elders. 
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Stretch Your Mind 





A Always respect your teachers and elders by keeping your voice 
low and using respectful tone when talking to them. 
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1. Which is more frightening: death or the consequences of committing 
» Always treat the hadeeth of the Prophet with great respect by i the major sin of disbelief in God? Explain your answer. 


paying attention to it ina respectful manner. | 
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2. Why is it important to learn about death? 


—>—"_ _ L 











= —= 


o when he is about to make a 





i speaking respectfully with others, especially the elders. 
+ support your answer with an ayah and a story from the Prophet's time. 


Surat-ul-Hujuraat: 
Verses (6-8) Verifying before Passing Judgment 
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) Learn and memorize ayaat 6-8 of Surat-ul-Hujurat. 


Ç) Internalize the ideal of avoiding rushing to judgment against others without proper 
verification. 
‘| EY Learn what is nameemah, and become inspired to avoid falling in this evil attitude. 


A ) 
C Learn and memorize the du'aa’ of the lesson. 
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Understood Me 


Fasig j-ë : Someone who is rebellious and extreme in disobedience, who com- 


La 


mits major sins and fies. In the above story, Allah called Al-Waleed fasig, or dis- 





obedient, because he disobeyed Allah by accusing innocent people of serious | | 
(49:6) O Believers, if a sinful person (fasiq) comes to you with some news, you must double check 


wrong doing, and he did not verify his false thoughts. 4 to make sure it is true] Do this so that you don’t hurt som idi 
= ) story and then you will regret what you did. —— a a Be ele 


49: i 
| : poets pen pape i: dala = with you the Messenger of Allah (so do not say things that are 
q | ? a hurry to act on information before double checking.) If he f 
in everything you wanted, you would fall into difficul 5 w en 
/ ty, (and sin but he doesn’t blindly foll 
| you — nee checking and making sure the best opinion is adopted.) But (remember) Allah 
e you love belief (in Allah and His Messenger) and made (doing what you know is right 


; = | ; x which is to listen and obey Allah and Hi , W 
Nammam ou : The slanderer person who usually practice nameemah, 7 2 fasmade you fae peri 7 ne His Messenger) a beautiful thing in your hearts. And Allah 
, rebelion against Allah, and disobedience. (Those who have these 
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isti id i ight path. 
teristics are the ones who) are solid in following the straigh . 
oe feeling of loving for Islam) is from the extra good that Allah has given ur and f pless 
ie (so be thankful for this blessing). Remember Allah knows everything and is wise (in every 


thing that He does, so trust Him). 


al 
= F 
ar my 


Verse 6-8: Al-Harith bin Durar Al- 
Khuza’ee said, “I came to Rasoolullah + who 
called me to accept Islam, and I did accept it. 
Then he called me to pray and give zakah 
and I accepted. Then I said, “O Messenger of 
Allah, I will go back to my people and call 
them to Islam and to pray and give zakah. 
From whoever accepts my call, I will collect 
their zakah and you can send me someone at 
such and such time to bring to you the 
zakah.” | 

Then Al-Harith went back and called his 
people to Islam and collected the zakah from 
the Muslims. Then time passed and the 
appointment came and went without anyone 
coming from Madinah to collect the zakah. So 
he gathered together the leadership of the 
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Muslims in that area and said to them, 
“Rasoolullah « told me that he would send 
someone at a given time to bring to him the 
zakah money I have collected. Rasoolullah 
would not break a promise, so I think the p 
only reason he would not send someone is if 
we did something bad. So lets go and see 
why he did not show up.” 

_ The Messenger of Allah had sent Al- 
Waleed ibn Uqbahh to check on the Muslims 
in Al-Harith area and collect the zakah. When 
the man traveled part of the way, he got _ 
scared. There were bad feelings between Al- 
Waleed’s tribe and Al-Harith’s before Islam. 
It is said that the people came out to meet 
him and he thought they were coming out to 
attack him so he got scared. (Tabarani, Ibn 





_assumed that they were coming out to kill 


Jareer) Therefore Al-Waleed Ibn Ugbahh 
went back to Madinah. He told the 
Messenger of Allah, “Al-Harith and his tribe 
refused to give me the zakah and tried to kill 
at 

Al-Harith was puzzled by the failure of 
the Muslim delegations to come to him. 
Therefore, he decided to go back to the 
Prophet in Madinah to deliver the zakah to 
the Prophet. Meanwhile, the Messenger of 
Allah sent out a small military expedition to 
go to double check and, if needed, to disci- 
pline Al-Harith and his tribe. When the two 
groups met on the road, Al-Harith asked the 
military group, 
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1. Verify before passing judgment. In 
verses (6-8) Allah addresses the main cause 
for disputes among people, which is misun- 
derstanding. Misunderstanding happens 
when people get wrong information or inter- 
pret news or information in a wrong way. 
There are some people who spread wrong 
information on purpose and some who do so 
by accident. In these verses, Allah says there. 
is no excuse for spreading false information 
that results in splitting the Muslim communi- 
ty and hurting innocent people. 

Allah in these verses is calling anyone 
who acts on information without verifying it 
first, a fasiq, or someone being extremely dis- 
obedient. So if Al-Waleed, or anyone else 
whom we consider trustworthy, spreads 
information without strong proof to support 
it, then they are a fasiq for doing so. It then 
becomes our responsibility to verify the infor- 
mation before we act upon it. Al-Waleed saw 
the people coming out to him and he 
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“Who are you sent to?” 
“To you,” they said. 
“Why?” He asked. 

They said, “Rasoolullah + sent Al- 
Waleed ibn Ugbah to collect the zakah from 
you and he claimed that you refused to give 
it to him and tried to kill him.” 

Al-Harith then said, “I swear (by Allah), 
who sent Muhammad with the truth, I never saw 





him and he never came.” | 
Then the two groups went back to Madinah \ 
and Al-Harith repeated this to the Messenger of i! 
Allah and these verses were revealed.” Y 
(Reported by Ahmad) } 


Cs ar | D a ky k “aF PaT 
EHHG AGR S Os f 
= * f Bn = a i all ar 





him. Instead of coming back to the Messenger 
of Allah and saying what he said, he should 
have double checked the situation himself ` 
before accusing the people of serious ag¢res- 
sion against Muslims. 


2. nameemah, or Slander is 

Prohibited in {slam. nameemah, or slander 
usually refers to the act of carrying accurate 
or false tales, especially evil ones, about one 
person to another to instigate problems 
between two people or more. This is usually 
done intentionally and unintentionally by 
speaking, writing, nodding, hinting, or sig- 
naling. Al-Waleed Ibn Ogbah probably didn’t 
intentionally convey inaccurate news in pur- 
pose to. the Prophet in order to cause harm to 
Al-Harith’s tribe. However, his seriously 
inaccurate news could have caused a disaster 
to Al-Harith and his tribe. Nevertheless, this 
story conveys several lessons, including the 
harm of nameemah or nameemah - like 
actions. 
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Allah says in Surat-ul-Humazah, “Woe to 
every slanderer and backbiter.” (104:1) 


The Prophet « is reported to have said : 
“Shall I tell you about the most evil ones ; 
from amongst you?” They said, “Of course. 
He said, “Those who go around with 
nameemah. They make enmity between 
friends and they seek problems for the inno- 
cent.” | | 

(Reported by Imams Ahmad and Al-Bukhari 
in Al-Adab Al-Mufrad) 


call J gwg JU SU ae alll gy tiio ye 


"als as oe y" 


Hudhaifah (RA) reported that the Prophet 
= said: “A nammaam will never enter Paradise. í 
(Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 


“The Nammaam, or the slanderer is a 
greater evil than an evil witch-craft. The 
Nammaam does in one hour what an evil 
witch cannot do in one year.” It was also 
said, “The acts of Nammaam are more harm- 
ful than the acts of Shaytan. Shaytan acts by 
evil whispering, while the Nammaam acts 
face-to-face and openly.” 


Nameemah, then, is haram in Islam and it 
is actually considered one of the greatest sins 
by Allah. It has also been said that one-third 
of the torture in the grave is because of 
nameemah. Allah tss silo has prohibited 
going about with nameemah because it caus- 
es enmity and hatred amongst the Muslims. 





If a slanderer comes to you and starts to 
spread gossip the evilness, do not believe the 
evil. Stop the nammam and advise him of the 
punishment of Allah. A Nammam should 
also not be trusted and is not a good friend. 
Many people are so busy spreading the slan- 
der they hear that they do not even stop to 
think if it is true or not. Mus'ab Bin ‘Umair 
(RA) said: “We believe that accepting the tale 
is worse then telling it. Telling it is carrying 
the news, but accepting it is approving of it 
and the act, so be aware of the person con- 
veying tales. Even when he tells the truth, he 
is actually mean, because he did not observe 
the honor of his brother nor did he cover his 
brother’s faults.” 


Al-Hasan Ibn Ali Ibn Abi Talib (RA) said: 
“Whoever carries nameemah to you, will 
„carry one about you.” 

















The Nammam is Never Truthful 





A man came to Sulaiman Bin Abdul-Malik and Sulaiman reportedly said to him: “I was 
told that you have said bad things about me.” The man said, “I have not done or said any- 
thing.” Sulaiman then said, “The one who told me is truthful.” Upon that Az-Zuhari, who was 
in the company of Sulaiman said, “The nammaam is never truthful.” Sulaiman then said, “You 
are right.” And then he said to the man, “Go in peace.” 
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Although we do not have the Prophet with 
us now, we still have the Qur'an and the 
teachings of Rasoolullah with us. Therefore, 
along with this wealth of guidance we-should’ 
be careful and respectful to consult scholars 
before rushing to do things. Verse 7 teaches 
us that, as followers, we must be prepared to 
follow the leader, even if he doesn’t go with 
our opinion. If the leader were to follow 
every opinion of his followers, it would lead 
the community to chaos, hardship and possi- 
bly sin. Imagine what would have happened 
if the Muslims fought Al-Harith and his tribe 
before knowing the accurate information! A 
leader has the responsibility of listening to all 
available opinions and then weighing them to 
find the best opinion. The followers’ duty is 
to advise the leader and then follow his guid- 
ance, even if some of them don’t agree with 
the leader’s decision, unless the decision is to 
commit a sin. 
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Muslims were not punished for following the 
words of Al-Waleed. Allah explains that they 
were protected from falling into a terrible 
problem. The situation could have resulted in 
a battle and Muslims would have been killing 
Muslims. Allah protected the Muslims in that 
incidence because of their true love of Islam. 
In other words, even though it was a mistake 
in judgment to accept the words of Al- 
Waleed at face value, the Messenger of Allah 
and his companions were doing their best out 
of a love for Islam. This teaches us that even 
if the sincere leader and followers somehow 
commit a mistake, Allah will protect them 
from being seriously harmed by it because of 
their love of Allah and their strong faith in 
Him. 
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* Always double check stories and things people tell | — 1. Write a personal st ory 
you before we act on them. | which your learned the i 
| ment on others. 
* Always avoid falling in nameemah situations by conveying news 


t Muslims | | 2. Write and act a sketch with your classmates on the importance of verifying and double 
to create problems and enmity between innocen | checking before rushing to judgment. 
3. Create an artw 


ork or a poster for the du'aa’ of this lesson. 


in your journal describing a situation through 
mportance of verifying before passing judg- 






1. Can a Sahabi make a serious mistake? Support your answer with at least 
two stories from the time of the prophet. 





2. Should we disrespect a Sahabi because of a mistake he made? Why, or why not? 
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| Prophet Muhammad would always look for ai of i should Story ot repost on an other | 

| incorporating the Qur'an into du'aa’. It is related with a goo 5 Muslim with an aval: ftom ees ee : 
ch sj narration that the Messenger of Allah included verse with. m the Proph 

i A 7 ne dua saying, “O Allah, make us love our belief and | 

1 | make it beautiful in our hearts, and make us hate kufr, 4 an ayah and a hadeeth. 

| fusoog (rebellious disobedience) and am and make us F| \ 

among those who are on the right path.” (Ahmad) | 
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Surat-ul-Hujuraat 
Verses (9-10) Muslims are Brothers, and they 

















should not Fight 
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F. CHAPTER OBJECTIVES pe 


Eii 


4 - Learn and memorize ayaat 9-10 of Surat-ul-Hujurat. 

> Internalize the ideal of brotherhood and sisterhood in Ha = 

€) Understand the importance of keeping peace among Muslims and avoiding dis- 
| putes and conflicts. 

FÑ Learn what should happen when Muslims fight each other. 


o 


5 l Learn and memorize the ahadeeth of this lesson. 
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Understood Meaning 





Ukhuwwah 4 (49:9) If two groups of believers fight each other, then make peace between them (by calling them 


| to solve their dispute according to the Qur'an and Sunnah). Then if one side continues in an unjust 
«fl manner (fighting the other side and refusing to submit to Allah’s judgment, all the Muslims must) 
if fight against them, until that group comes back from its position and submits to having the dis- 
E pute solved according to Allah’s law (the Qur'an and Sunnah). Then if they do come back (and 
~i submit), the Muslims should solve the dispute between the two groups in a just way. And do your 
best to aim for a just solution. Remember Allah loves those who aim for a just solution. 

(49:10) (Remember) only the believers share a brotherhood (under Islam) so solve the disputes 
between your two (groups of) brothers. (Remember) to fear Allah (and do not be unjust) so that 


| j | Allah will be merciful with you (and heal the bad feelings between the two Muslim groups that 
i : | were fighting) 


T 

























It was said to the Messenger of Allah, 
“Why don’t you go to Abdullah ibn Ubai (the 
leader of the Munafiqeen, or hypocrites) to 
try talking to him.” So the Messenger of 
Allah took off on his donkey across an area 
that doesn’t grow plants with a group of- 
Muslims. When he got there, Abdullah said, 
“Get away from me. The smell of your don- 
key is bothering me.” One of the Ansar said, 
“I swear by Allah, the donkey of Rasoolullah 
= smells better than you!” So men from the 
tribe of Abdullah felt insulted by this and a 
fight broke out. The two sides were hitting 
each other with sticks, hands, and shoes. So 
Allah revealed this verse. [Reported by Al- 
Bukhariļ 

Other incidents are also related as the rea- 
son for the revelation. Scholars of Qur'an say 
that Allah sometimes sent down some verses 
to answer several incidents that happened in 
the Muslim community. 
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1. Believers are brothers and sisters 
in Islam. 

Ayah 10 is a very famous ayah on zai 
Ukhuwwah, or brotherhood and sisterhood 
in Islam. The Muslim Ummah is distinctive 
with the qualities of love and brotherhood. 
Islam teaches that brotherly affection adorns 
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These other incidents include: 


1. Two Muslims had a dispute about 


something one of them owed the other: Then _. 


one of them said he was going to take it by 
force, because he had a strong tribe to help 
him. The other one said they should go to the 
Messenger of Allah to solve the dispute. The 
first person refused and a fight broke out. 
[Reported by Imam Tabari] 


2. A man got into a fight with his wife, 
(Um Zaid), and he closed her into a second 
story room. Her family came to help her and 
his tribe came to help him and a fight broke 
out. Then Messenger of Allah came and 
solved the dispute. [Reported by Imam 
Tabaril. 
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the hearts and smiles beautify the faces. The 
principles among the believers are those of 
brotherhood and good friendship. Aliah 
said in ayah 10 of this surah: “The believers 
are nothing else than brothers.” [49:10] 
Prophet Muhammad has many beauti- 
ful Ahadeeth on brotherhood and sister- 
hood in Islam. 


Among the first things the Prophet did in 
Madinah at the time of Hijrah is building the 
masjid and establishing brotherhood between 
Al-Muhajireen and Al-Ansaar. 
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Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophet said, 

“A Muslim is the brother of the Muslim.” Reported by Muslim 
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Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophet said, 
“Allah will help his slave (meaning Muslims) as long as the 
slave of Allah helps his brother.” Reported by Muslim 
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Abu Musa Al-Ash’ari narrated that the Prophet said, 

“The believer’s relationship to the believer is like a building; 
the different parts of it support each other.” and he intermingled 

| his fingers together. Reported by Muslim 


SAU Spry JB: SB ase a oo UL oy Guill ye 
"ai Carey be AY ey om Sted ope! 


Anas Ibn Malik narrated that the Prophet said, 
= "None of you will have [complete] faith till he wishes for 
| his [Muslim] brother what he likes for himself." Reported by Al- 
Bukhari 



























2. Muslims must not dispute or fight. 

Since Muslims are brothers and sisters, they 
must not hate nor feel anger at each other. 
Obviously they must avoid all kinds of dis- 
putes and fights.(Allah has prohibited the 
believers from anything that might induce 
enmity and hatred among them). Obviously, 
Shaytan loves it when Muslims divide among 
LUL and fight. Allah says, 
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“Shaytan just wants to instigate among 
you enmity and hatred” [Surat-un-Nisaa’ 
5:91] 








It was narrated that Abu Hurayrah j 
as all òy said that Rasoolullah +: said: 


“Whoever has wronged his brother with 
regard to his honor or anything else, let him 
seek his forgiveness today, before there will 
be no dinar and no dirham, and if he has any 
good deeds to his credit they will be taken 
from him in a manner commensurate with 
the wrong he did, and if he has no good 
deeds, then some of his counterparts bad 
deeds will be taken and added to his bur- 
den.” 

However, companions were humans and 
they made mistakes like all humans do. What 
made them great in history was that they 
always turned to the Qur'an and Sunnah to 
heal the problems in their society and so 
Allah made them into a great community. 
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Abdullah Ibn Mas’ood narrated that Rasooluilah said, 
(“Cussing a Muslim is an act of disobedience and fighting 
him is like committing an act of disbelief.” 


Reported by At-Tirmitht 
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3. Muslims should avoid fighting and 
must reconcile whenever they fight. 

By Allah saying, “If two groups of believ- 
ers fight... ,” it shows us that believers 
should not fight each other. Conflicting 
Muslims must always strive to end their dif- 
ferences and conflicts. They should not allow 
Satan and their self pride to keep them apart 
from each other. Allah will not forgive the 
conflicting Muslims until they reconcile. 
Allah says in Surat-un-Nisaa’, 


(das 


“Reconciliation is good.” [4:128] 
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Abu Hurayrah narrated that Rasoolullah 
said, | 

“It is prohibited for a Muslim to abandon 
his Muslim brother for more than three days 
and to avoid each other when they meet. The 
best of them is the one who greets his broth- 


er. 
[Reported Al-Bukhari andMuslim] 


AlHosan Ibn Al! 


4. Allah orders his true servants to 
mediate to end disputes and fights 


among Muslims. If a conflict or fighting 
erupts between two Muslims or two Muslim 
groups, it is obligatory on the rest of the 
Muslims to step in and try to resolve the dis- 
pute. Reconciling the relations of two 
Muslims, or two Muslim groups is one of the 
greatest achievements a Muslim must work 
for. 
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Abu Hurayrah narrated that Rasoolullah 
said, 
“The best deeds the son of Adam can do 


is prayer, reconciling pee fighting 


Muslims, and good manners.’ 


Another important lesson from this verse 
is that, as big a sin as it is for Muslims to 
fight each other, it doesn’t take them out of 
Islam. This reinforces our belief that a 
Muslim who commits a major sin is still a 
Muslim, and will eventually come out of Hell 
if Allah chose to punish him there for a 


while. 
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The Messenger of Allah once said about his grandson Al-Hasan Ibn Ali Ibn Abi Talib 
usati a, “This son of mine is a leader, and maybe Allah, the Most High, will use him to 


reconcile between two big groups of Muslims.” (Bukhari). Thirty years after the Messenger 
of Allah passed away, this prediction came true. Al-Hassan reunited the Muslims in the 
Syria area with the Muslims in Iraq after they had been through a series of battles. The way 
this happened was that Al-Hassan became the Khaleefah and the people of Iraq swore alle- 
giance to him (so he was the 5th Khaleefah). Then he stepped down as Khaleefah, transfer- 
ring it to Mu’awiyah, who was the leader of the Muslims in Sham (Syria). In making this 
sacrifice he brought unity.to the Muslims and ended the fighting among Muslims. 














Reconciliation is the process of getting ~ 
two or more disputing sides to work togeth- 
er. One or both sides of the dispute will give 
up some of what they are asking to reach a 
peaceful solution. The only thing you can’t 
do when you are trying to make reconcilia- 


tion is to approve something Allah made for- 


bidden. When two men were arguing over 
some inheritance, the Messenger of Allah told 
them to follow this plan to solve their dis- 


pute: 


1. Split up the parts you both agree goes 
to the one side or the other 


Sulh (reconciliation) the Prophet’s Way 


2. Then split by a lottery system (in other 
words, if there are two items of equal value 
they might flip a coin, or do something simi- 
lar, to see which item goes to which person.) 
Another opinion is for one person to split the 
disputed property into two piles and the 
other side picks the pile they want to take. 


3. Then once you are close to a solution, 
both sides should forgive the other for the lit- 
tle things that are still in dispute. (Reported 
by Abu Dawood) 
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Abu Hurayrah narrated that Rasoolullah said, 

“The gates of Heaven open every Monday and Thursday, 
when Allah forgives everyone who does not take partners with 
Allah, except a man who is conflicting with his Muslim broth- 
er. Allah will then say, hold on these two until they reconcile, 
hold on these two until they reconcile, hold on these two until 


they reconcile.” 


[Reported by Muslim] 








oi What shout — he two Muslims dispute? Support your answer with an 








1. Write a 500 word essay on the importance of brotherhood and sister- 
hood in Islam. 
4, Write and act a sketch with your classmates on a: dispute and recon- 
ciliation between two Muslim brothers or sisters. 

3. Create an artwork or a poster for the du’aa’ of this lesson. 


Stretch Your Mind 


What are the similarities and differences between brotherhood relationship in blood and in 
Islam. 


(a) What is the nature of the relation between two Muslims? Support your answer 
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Surat-ul-Hujuraat 
Verses (11-13) Do not Hurt others’ feelings 
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) Learn the types of behavior a Muslim is prohibited to sae toward other Muslims. 
_Internalize and become inspired to abandon bad attitudes toward other Muslim 
brothers and sisters. 

[CÌ Learn and memorize the hadeeth of this lesson. 




















(49:11) O Believers, It is forbidden for any group (of men) to make fun of another group because 
you don’t know. Maybe that the group, you are making fun of, is better than you (with Allah). 
And it is forbidden for women to make fun of women because you don’t know. Maybe they arè- 
better than you (with Allah). And do not point out (your Muslim brothers) faults (in any way, 
directly or indirectly, because if you do you are pointing out your own bad character). And do not 
label each other with bad names. It is terrible to call someone a Fasiq (disobedient sinner) after ` 
they have become believers (and because it would be terrible for you to become a Fasiq because of 
| this behavior after you became Muslims). Those who do not repent (by stopping this bad behavior 
and fixing the harm they have done to their fellow Muslim brothers, should know that Allah con- 
siders them) unjust (and so they will be severely punished for this). 
(49:12) O Believers stay away from having a bad opinion of Muslims, because having a bad opin- 












ion of good Muslims is a sin. And do not spy (to try to uncover the mistakes and problems of peo- 
ple.) And do not talk about each other in a way that the other person would not like (backbiting). 
Would one of you like to eat from the body of your dead Muslim brother? As you would hate to 
do this (you should hate backbiting.) And fear Allah’s punishment (by immediately stopping any 
of these sins that you are doing immediately). (Remember) Allah is the only one who accepts peo- 
ples’ repentance and Allah is continuously merciful (so turn to Allah and ask for forgiveness.) 
(49:13) O People, I created all of you from a male and a female (Adam and Ha’wa and each one of 
us also has a mother and a father) and I made you nations and tribes so that you would recognize 
each other (and not for you to claim one group is better than another). The best of you with Allah 
are those who fear Allah the most (and no other standard really matters about who is better than 
who.) Allah knows everything (so Allah knows what in your hearts) and Allah knows the true 


reality of everything you do (so you can’t deceive Him). 


Reason for Revelation 


him, “O Messenger of Allah, that man hates 
it.” So Allah revealed, “And do not label each 
other with bad names.” (Reported by Al- 
Hakim) 


Verse 11. It is said that a group from Bani 
Tameem (the same group talked about at the 
beginning of the Surah) made fun of some of 
the poor Muslims including Bilal, Salman, 
Ammar, Khabbab, Suhaib, Ibn Faheera, and 
Salim Mawla Abi Huthaifa. (Reported in Fath 
Al-Qadeer and Musnad Ibn Abi Hatim) 


Verse 13. It is said that this verse was 
revealed when Bilal climbed on top of the 
Ka’bah to call the athan, when the Muslims 
liberated it during Fateh Makkah. Some peo- 
ple looked down on him and called him a 
black slave. (Reported in Fath Al-Qadeer and 
Musnad Ibn Abi Hatim) 


Verse 11. Before Islam, people used to 
have two or three nicknames. Once Prophet 
Muhammad, peace be upon him, called a 
man by his nickname, and someone said to 
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These behaviors usually spread hatred 
among Muslims in the society. Therefore, 
Allah forbids all of these bad attitudes and 
tells people to be humble to each other and 
compete in their obedience to Allah. 


1. Allah Prohibits Mockery and 
Name Calling of Others. 

Allah continues to deal with the bad 
habits people have that harm or even destroy 
the community. Bad traits like mockery, gos- 
sip, backbiting, spying, and thinking you are 
superior to another group cause bad feelings 
and even fighting with other Muslim broth- 
ers and sisters in the society. In Islam, it is 
haram, or prohibited, to mock or debase oth- 
_ers, whether by words, deeds, or indications. 


The second section of the verse literally 
reads, “and do not point out your own 
faults.” This can be explained in two ways: 

1. The Muslim community is one body, 
and, if you hurt some Muslims, it is hurting 
the community, which in turn hurts you. 


_ 


| 
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2. By pointing out the faults of others, we 
are showing our own bad character. 


Name calling is common among people, 
especially during the teen years. Islam pro- 
hibits exchanging bad names and labeling. 
Allah says “do not exchange (bad) nick- 
names.” An example of this would be calling 
a Muslim: a kafir, a stupid, a donkey, a pig, 
etc. The reason Allah said, “exchange” is 

_ because usually, when people start name-call- 
~ing, they get called similar bad names back. 


One time Abu Tharr NOW and Bilal 








Prophet Muhammad © used to give and 
call his companions with good nicknames. 
He used that to highlight their good qualities; 
therefore, this is a Sunnah of the Messenger 
of Allah. Some of the good nicknames of the 
companions include: Khalid ibn Al-Waleed, 
who was called Sayf-ullah, or the sword of 
Allah. ‘Othman Ibn Abbas was called Thun- 
Noorayn, or the one of the two lights 
(because he married two of the Messenger of 
Allah’s daughters). Finally, Omar Al Khattab 
was called Al-Faroog (which means the one 
who distinguishes truth from falsehood). 


Ibn Rabah had a dispute. Both of them became 


truly aggravated. In the heat of the moment, AbuTharr called Bilal a bad name. Bilal got over! 
furious, but refrained from calling Abu Tharr with a bad name back. Instead, he went to the á 
Prophet and complained about what Abu Tharr did. Rasoolullah was disappointed but kept 
patient until Abu Tarr came and he admitted what he did. The Prophet then said to Abu i | 
Tharr, “You did an act of the pagans of Jahiliyyah.” Abu Tharr felt very bad and deeply regret- | 
ted what he had said to Bilal. Abu Tharr then laid down on the ground and called on Bilal to | 
step on his face. Bilal refused to do what Abu Tharr told him to do and told Abu Tharr that he 


had forgiven him. 
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used to mean “doubt.” Some thann should 
not be followed. For example, if you look for 
the bad in people, you might start collecting a 
lot of reasons to have a bad opinion for some 
good Muslims. This kind of opinion is a sin 
because we are required to have a good opin- 
ion of Muslims until clear evidence to the 
contrary comes to us. The Messenger of Allah 
said, “Don’t you dare adopt (bad) opinions 
(of your Muslim brothers, it will lead to fight- 
ing and splitting the community) because 
those inner discussions you have about peo- 


_ ple are the most common place for lies.” 
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(Muslim) What the Messenger of Allah is 

protecting us from is the whispers of the 

Shaytan. The Shaytan wants to tear Muslims 

apart, so he will do his best to give people 

bad ideas about each other and try tò get 

them to keep thinking about those bad ideas. 

If you keep thinking of those bad ideas, you 

might adopt them as a bad opinion of your 

Muslim brother or sister. When you have a 

bad opinion of people it makes you more 

likely to misunderstand them and then fight “i 
with them. || 


3. Spying is Haram in Islam. Some 
people fall in the major sin of Tajassus, or 
spying against others and spreading their 
secrets. Rasoolullah once said in a speech, “O 


people who only say they believe, but belief 








hasn’t really entered their hearts. Do not look 
to uncover the mistakes (and problems) of 
the Muslims. Whoever looks to uncover the 
mistakes of the Muslims will have his own 
secrets and weaknesses exposed by Allah 
even if he hides in his house.” [Reported by 
Abu Dawood] This hadeeth tells us that spying 
on people and trying to publicly humiliate 
them is what hypocrites do, so we should not 
do it. 

In contrast, Allah loves those who protect 
the secrets of other people and refrain from 
exposing their faults. Uqbah ibn Amir narrat- 
ed that Rasoolullah said, 

“Whoever covers the faults of a believer is 
like one who has brought to life a female 
child buried alive.” [Reported by Sunan Abu 
Dawood] 


A, Gheebah is common, but it is a 
Major Sin. | 

At dinner time in the Siraj family home the 
following dialogue went on between Sarah and her 
mother. 


things about my other friend Leena when she 
wasn’t there. They said that the dress she was 
wearing was ugly, and that she shows off 
about her good grades. 
Mrs.Siraj: Its sad that when many Muslims 
meet their friends, their talk only hurts other 
people. Islam is a religion of peace and love. 
Hurting others leads to hatred among our 
Ummah. Gheebah is just one way of hurting 
people and is a major sin, because they did 
not respect the honor and reputation of 
Leena. 
Bilal: What is gheebah? 
Mr.Siraj: Gheebah is the Arabic word for 
backbiting. It is to talk badly about a person 
without them being present, including moral- 
ities, appearance, or personality. 
Mrs. Siraj: One time, the Prophet Muhammad 
(S) asked: “Do you know what gheebah 
(backbiting) is? They said, “Allah and His 
Messenger know best.” He said, “"You men- 
tioning your brother with something about 
him that he dislikes [being spoken about]." 
Mr.Siraj: And then someone asked, “How 
about if my brother has that attitude or the 
characteristic which I am mentioning?" 


How to Be Forgiven from Slandering and Backbiting? 


First of all, you have to understand that 
backbiting and gossip are major sins in Islam. 
The only way of being forgiven for backbit- 
ing, or any sin that hurts others, is to do the 
following: 


1. Pray for the forgiveness of Allah. You 
have to sincerely repent for the sins and you 
have to feel and regret the guilt in front of 
Allah. | 

2. Ask for the forgiveness of the person 
who was talked about or been hurt. And that 
is, of course, the difficult part. 
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If the backbitten person forgives, you will 
be forgiven, if not, you will be questioned 
about the backbiting incident in the 
Hereafter. If the person is dead, then ask 
Allah for forgiveness. But if the information 
has not reached the person, just pray for for- 
giveness and make du’aa’ for him, and speak 
well of him in his absence, just as you spoke 
against him. Also, if telling him will provoke 
more hatred, then just make du’aa’ for him 
and pray for forgiveness. | 
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Abu Hurayrah narrated that Rasoolullah said, 

“Beware of doubting each other, for doubting and assuming is 
falsehood. Do not spy. Do not be jealous of each other. Don’t hate 
each other. 

Don't abandon each other. Don’t spoil the sales of each other. O 
servants of Allah, be brothers and sisters. A Muslim is the brother of 
the Muslim; he is not unjust to him and he doesn’t turn his back on 
him (when he is in need). He does not oppress, nor abandon, nor 
humiliate, nor lie to him. Piety is here [and the Prophet pointed to his 
heart]. The worst thing a Muslim can do is to humiliate his Muslim 
brother [or sister]. A Muslim is forbidden to hurt his Muslim broth- 
er's life, wealth or family.” 





` 
| 
He replied, "If he possesses that which you i 
mention, then you have [indeed]been back- 
biting him. And, if he does not have that 
which you say (which is even worse), then 
you have slandered him.” 
[Reported by Muslim] 


Mrs.Siraj: Sarah, what’s wrong? You have 
barely eaten any of your food. Are you sick? 
Sarah: No, Mama, I’m fine. I just keep think- 
ing about lunch today. 

Mx.Siraj: What happened? 

Sarah: Some of my friends were saying bad 
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What to do when you hear gossip? 


A Muslim must not sit with those who insist on backbiting others. He or she should 
advise those who gossip and commit gheebah and defend their victims. "Whoever is present 
while a Muslim is humiliated before him, and is able to assist him [and yet does not], Allah 
will humiliate him before [all of] creation.” 























































[Reported by Ahmad in al-Musnad] 









Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim 








At the very least you should refuse to listen to the gossip. Say “I don’t want to hear about 
this.” Keep saying this until the gossiping person stops the gossip. 





















5. The Unity of Mankind. Verse 13 of 
this Surah is a great divine declaration that 
all people are brothers and sisters. We are all 
descendants of Adam and yet Allah has 
made us into nations and tribes (Caucasian, 
African, Asian, European etc.) This ability to 
differentiate ourselves is a blessing, because 
the verity of human experience provides peo- 
ple the opportunity to learn from each other, 
develop unique ideas, and share them. This 
blessing is also a test, because people can use 
this difference and make it into a reason to 
4 feel superior and arrogant over other people. 
So Allah gives us the cure for the disease of 
arrogance by calling us to fear Allah. If we 
fear Allah, we do not look down on some of 
Allah’s creations because Allah created them 
shorter or taller, etc. 











6. Taqwa is the Best and Most 
Honorable Thing a Muslim can do in 
islam. Taqwa is the love of Allah and the 
fear of displeasing Him. This attitude pushes 
us to do the things leading us to Jannah and 
help us avoid being punished by Allah. In 
ayah 13, Allah explains that the best of peo- 
ple are those who demonstrate Taqwa, or 
piety. Therefore, we should value people 
according to their spiritual and moral behav- 
ior, not based on their looks, ethnicity, or 
racial backgrounds. 
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| 1 d BEN yy about mocking and ridiculing others? 

2 What is thann? Why did Allah prohibit it? Le. 

©) What should a ANTE do when he or she gossips about another Muslim? Support 
your answer with an ayah and a story from the Prophet’s time. 











4 Whitis gheebah and w Pap 
5] How did Allah portray the sin of Sean to 
6 What can a backbiter do to get forgiven? 
Who is the best and most honorable among people? Support your answer with an ayah 
























make Muslims hate to falling in it? 
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Surat-ul-Hujuraat 
Verses (14-18) The True Faith in Islam 
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(49:14) Some of the Arabs said, “We have believed.” Tell them, “You do not have complete belief 
so instead say we submit’. Belief has not yet entered into your hearts. But if you obey Allah and 
His Messenger (with pure intentions, making your actions match what you believe in your hearts) 
nothing will be lost from your good deeds. (Remember) Allah is forgiving and merciful (so ask for 


(49:15) The believers are only the ones (meaning anyone who doesn’t have these characteristics 
does not have true belief) who believe in Allah and His Messenger (a sincere true belief) and after 
that they never have doubt in their belief. And then they work hard, giving their money and their 
lives for the sake of Allah’s (religion of Islam). Only those who do both of these things are truthful 
(in saying they are believers ‘Muminoon’). | 

(49:16) Say, “Are you trying to tell Allah what you believe? When Allah knows about everything in 
the Heavens and on Earth (so how do you expect to trick Allah?) And Allah knows everything (so 
Allah knows that your hearts have not submitted to Him).” | o 

(49:17) They then act like becoming Muslims was a favor they did for you. Say, “Don’t act like 
your Islam is a favor to me. Actually it is Allah who reminds you of His favor to you that He guid- 
ed you to belief (in the truth), if you are really telling the truth (that you have become Muslims). 
(49:18) (Remember) Allah knows everything hidden and unseen in the Heavens and Earth and 
Allah sees everything you do (and will reward you, if it is good or punish you, if it is bad). 





Reason for Revelation 


Verse 17, A group of Arabs (Bedouins) said, tribe did.” So Allah revealed this verse. 
“O Messenger of Allah, we became Muslim (Tabarani with an acceptable chain of narra- 
and we didn’t fight you like such and such tion) 
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1. The Difference Between Islam and 
iman. Why did Allah describe some of the 
Arabs at the time of the Prophet as Muslims, 
but not yet mu’mins, or believers? Allah told 
this group of Arabs that they do not really 


because they were afraid of having to fight 
the Muslims. So they were only one step 
above the hypocrites, who submit to Allah in 
public and privately they work against the 
Muslims. — J | | 


Allah knows what is in the hearts of peo- 
ple, something humans cannot tell. Iman, or 
faith, is what people believe and may hide in- 








believe yet. Their faith was not strong enough 
. to affect their actions and behavior. They had 
\submitted themselves to obey Allah mostly 











their hearts. They may believe in something 
and show of the opposite to the surrounding 
people, like what the munafiqeen, or hyp- 
ocrites, used to do. Islam is the spiritual and 
moral actions people do, like prayers, Hajj, 
charity, honesty and other good actions. 
Therefore, Allah was telling those tribes that 
they may be acting as Muslims but still need- 
ed to work harder on faith and hearts. He 
wanted them to become more sincere, and 
not fall in the mistakes of the hypocrites. In 
conclusion, iman is the belief in the heart and 
mind, while Islam is the good actions a per- - 
son physically does based on his or her 
beliefs. 






Related Texts 
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2. iman must be proven through 
good actions. Muslims must believe in all 
of the Arkan-ul-Iman, or the six core beliefs, 
in Islam to become believers. From this per- 
spective, a person is either a believer or not. 
So when we talk about the purity of belief, 
we mean how much the belief affects actions. 
We all believe in the Day of Judgment. A per- 
son of weak belief believes that there is a Day 
of Judgment, but this doesn’t stop him from 
doing bad deeds. A person with a strong 
belief will be unable to do bad deeds, because 
his belief is so strong it generates a fear that 
prevents him from being tempted to disobey 
Allah. 
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{2} Verily Man is in loss, 
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{1} By (the Token of) Time (through the ages), 


{3} Except such as have faith, and,do righteous deeds, and (join together) in the mutual 
teaching of Truth, and of Patience and Constancy. 


Imam Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, 


"hell adic g il a By le aS, death Vy cod: Oley yaa 
3 “Iman cannot happen to you by wishful thinking and it is not something for show 
— off. Rather, it is what you deeply believe in your heart and is proven through your 


— actions.” 


Imam Malik said, 
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“Iman is not complete without good action, and action will not be acceptable without 
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Abu Hurayrah narrated that Rasoolullah said, 
“Allah doesn’t look at how you look or your wealth, (Allah) looks at your hearts and 


« at what you do.” (Reported by Muslim) 
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Create a poster explaining the Pillars of Islam and the Pillars of Iman. 
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Stretch Your Mind 





Compare and contrast Islam and Iman. 








l! some Arab tribes that they were Muslims but not believers yet? 


and other quotations. 


Dangerous Life Styles |: 
Alcoholic Beverages: 
Mother of All Evils 






W CHAPTER OBJECTIVES pe 








) Learn that alcoholic beverages harmful, and therefore haram. 


J Understand the evil effects of khamr. 
3" Learn that khamr is the mother of evil lifestyles. 


e Understand how intoxicants destroy human societies. | sant 
A Become more motivated to warn others against the devastating effects of intoxican 3, 





Introduction 


No other substance has caused nearly the 
amount of death, chaos, crime, and pain like 
alcohol. Alcohol is an intoxicant substance 
that functions like a poison to the human 
body and mind. It is also an addictive and 
destructive lifestyle to every human society. 
Intoxicant drink or substance is called in 


Arabic “khamr.” 


During the early days of Islam, drinking 
alcohol was very common. In the beginning, 
alcohol was not haram, or prohibited for the 
early Muslims. Finally, Allah , vc ctx. 
made it absolutely haram to all. It is now a | 
major sin to drink, serve, buy or sell alcoholic 
beverages and in toxicant substances. 
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“Muhammad, can you please go get the mail,” 
the mother requested. 

“Just a minute Mama, I’m almost finished 
with this level.” Muhammad replied as he was 
playing his video game. 

“Muhammad, please go now, before it gets too 
dark!!!” 

“Okay, I'm going.” 

Muhammad walked out the door towards the 
mailbox, when he saw a car speeding in all 
directions. Muhammad stopped from fear and 
watched as the car almost hit his mailbox. 
Muhammad watched as the car sped through 
the road, and went back inside the house for- 
getting about the mail. 

“Did you get the mail Muhammad?” His 
mother asked. 

“Mama, a car almost hit our mailbox.” 

“Oh?? Are you okay??!!” Muhammad’s mom 
went over to him and gave hima hug. 

Tm fine, Alhamdulillah. ’m afraid that car 
will hit someone mama, it was driving really 
fast and going in weird directions.” 

“Do you want to report it? Do you remember 
how the car looked like?” 

“It was a small blue car”. 
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Abdullah Ibn Omar narrated that Rasoolullah said: 

Every intoxicant is Khamr and every Khamr is Haram. And 
whoever drinks Khamr in this life and dies while he is addict- 
ed to it will never drink it in the hereafter. 
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Reported in Saheeh Muslim 






get the phone. She called the police station and 
told them about the small blue car. The opera- 
tor thanked Muhammad’s mom. 


Later in the evening Muhammad was watching 
the TV. suddenly, he saw something shocking, 
He immediately called his mother, 


“Mama look! That’s the car that almost hit our iy 


mailbox!” 

“Oh, ya Allah, he hit a tree?” 

“Yes, the driver was taken to the 
hospital...they are saying he was a drunk driv- 
er. What does that mean?” | ope 
“That means he drank a lot of alcohol and ` 
became drunk.” E 
“Oh, drinking alcohol makes you drive like 
that?” 5 
“Yes, it makes the mind unsteady” f 
“Then why would anyone want to drink alc6- 
hol?!” 

“Tam not sure, but Allah aty site, the All 


Wise, forbade his believers to drink alcohol.” 
“That is the smart choice, plus we are obeying 
“Exactly, Alhamdulillah that we are Muslims.” 
“Alhamdulillah” 


“Now can you please go get the mail?” 
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WHY DO PEOPLE 
DRINK ALCOHOL? 


Some say that it helps them to relax, oth- 
ers use it to celebrate and many drink it to 
become unconscious and run away from their 
problems. There are many reasons people 
make up to drink. But alcohol is dangerous, 
and there is no good enough reason to drink 
it. Drinking alcohol makes people lose their 
common sense and spoil their minds. Alcohol 
can make you dizzy. Large amounts can blur 
your vision and make you lose your balance. 
Too much alcohol can even cause death. 

Alcohol has caused many problems. 
Drinkers have lost their jobs and their fami- 
lies. Most traffic accidents are caused by peo- 
ple who drive under the influence of alcohol. 
As a matter of fact, drinking under the influ- 
ence of alcohol is number one reason of fatal 
accidents on America’s highways. 


DRINKING ALCOHOL 
Is HARAM 


Alcohol is a chemical that has some bene- 
fits, but causes great harms. Alcohol is widely 
used in hospitals, clinics and homes to clean 
wounds and fight bacteria. However, Alcohol 
is still a dangerous substance if it is con- 
sumed as a drink, or used with food. Alcohol 
is sometimes referred to as a drug because of 
its harmful effect on the human body, mind, 
and society. 

Alcoholic drinks can be produced from 
anything: fruits, flowers, rice, honey, palm, 
and even barley. The ancient Arabs, during 
the time of Jahiliyyah (Before Islam), used to 
make alcoholic drinks from dates and grapes. 
Allah says in Al-Qur’an: 
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“And of the fruits of the palms and the 
grapes-- you obtain from them intoxication 
and goodly provision; most surely there is a 
sign in this for a people who ponder.” [16:67] 


Common modern alcoholic drinks such as 
Champagne and wine use grapes. 
Nevertheless, whatever fruit or food used to 
produce such drinks, alcohol is haram. 


Some intoxicant drinks have only small 
amounts of alcohol, and people who drink it 
do not usually get drunk unless they con- 
sume a large amount of it. Beer is a clear 
example of this type of alcoholic drink which 
is also prohibited in Islam. 
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The above hadeeth means that a Muslim is 
prohibited to drink even a small amount of 
alcohol. Therefore, drinking a can of beer or 
even one sip of it is totally prohibited in Islam. 


Allah | iss st... also warns us to stay 
away from dealing with intoxicants in any 
shape or form. For example, it is haram to 
serve, sell, buy, trade, and/or produce wine, 
beer, or any other alcoholic beverages. Even if 
you did not drink from it, it is still haram to 
serve or make such substances. This shows 
that Allah urls vie. really wants His believ- 
ers to stay away from alcohol as much as pos- 


sible. 
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Jabir Ibn Abdullah narrated that Rasoolullah said: 


“If a large amount of substance causes intoxication, then 
even a small amount is forbidden.” 






Keported in Sunan Abu Dawood, At-Tirmithi, Ibn Majah and An-Nasa’i 



















60-70% of all crimes 
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Hadeeth Shareef 
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Rasoolullah said: 
bdullah Ibn Omar narrated that 
ak cursed wine and whoever drinks, serves, sells, buys, 


s, delivers or receives it.” si aa 
se in Sunan Abu Dawood, At-Tirmithi, Ibn Majah and An-Nasa7 


HOW ALCOHOL BECAME HARAM 


During the early days of Islam, drinking 
alcohol was very.common. In the beginning, 
alcohol was not haram for the early Muslims. 
However, Prophet Muhammad =: always 
stayed away from it. He never drank khamr 
in his life. One day, a group of the Sahabah 
brought up the evils of alcohol to Prophet 
Muhammad #. Then Allah , jis) aii 
revealed the following verse: 
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“They ask you about intoxicants and 
games of chance. Say: In both of them there is 
a great harm and means of profit for men, 
and their harm is greater than their prof- 


it.” [2:219] 































The above verse was the first verse in a 


series of verses leading to the absolute prohi- 


bition of alcohol. This verse presents an 
advice for the early Muslims. Allah tes 


“les 18 telling the Muslims that because there 


is more harm than good in alcohol, they 
should stay away from it. Since it did not 
prohibit alcohol completely, some Muslims 


continued to drink it, Shortly afterwards, one 


incident changed the situation. One day, 
Abdul Rahman ibn Awf had invited some 


Sahabah for a gathering and alcoholic drinks 
were served. Soon, it was Maghrib time and 


the Sahabah wanted to perform the salah. 


Most of these Muslims were drunk, including 


the imam. While the imam was leading the 


salah, he made several errors in his recitation 


of Surat-ul-Kafiroon. After this incident, 
Allah this cies revealed in the Quran: 
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“O you who believe! Do not go near 
prayer when you are drunk until you know 
(well) what you say.” [Surat-un-Nisaa’4:43] 


This verse tells the Muslims that it is now 


haram for them to drink alcohol when it is 


nearing the salah time. Still, it did not prohib- 


it alcohol completely. Some Muslims contin- 
ued to drink. Another incident occurred that 


brought an end to drinking alcohol complete- 


ly. Uthman ibn Malik invited some compan- 
ions for a meal. After the meal, alcohol was -~ 
served. After a few drinks, the Muslims were 
drunk. They began singing and reciting poet- 
ry loudly. They sang about themselves and 


about their tribes. As they became excited 
they teased and insulted Muslims who were 
not part of their tribe. Uthman ibn Malik 
insulted particularly the Muslim Ansars in 
Madinah with his singing. There was a young 
Ansari in the group who got very angry 
when he heard this. The young Ansari threw 
a bone at Uthman ibn Malik and injured his 
head. The next day, Uthman ibn Malik went 
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to the Prophet + complaining to him about 


what happened the night before. Prophet 
Muhammad © made du’aa’: 


“Oh Allah! Grant us a clear cut guidance 


regarding alcohol.” 


In response, Allah Jussa 


the Qur’an: 
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“Oh you who believe! Intoxicants (alcohol 
and drugs) and gambling are forbidden.. .it is 


of Satan’s handwork. Avoid such thing so 
you may prosper...Satan’s plan is to create 
hatred and tension among you, with intoxi- 


cants and gambling, and hinder you from the 


remembrance of Allah, and from prayer: will 


you not then abstain?” [Surat-ul-Ma’idah 
5:90-91] 


As you learned earlier, Allah pe 


first declared that alcohol has more harm 
than good. This made some Muslims stop 
drinking alcohol. Then Allah ells tile. Dro- 
hibited alcohol during Salah times, This 
caused more Muslims to stop drinking. 


a revealed in 

























Finally, Allah s; ate... made it absolutely 


haram, or forbidden. It is now a major sin to 
drink or deal with alcohol. When a person 
drinks, they have allowed Satan to do his 
dirty work. Satan enjoys seeing Muslims for- 
getting about salat, and not remembering 
Allah tss sto Satan enjoys seeing Muslim 
brothers and sisters to fight one another. This 
is why it is very important to stay away from 
alcohol. A Muslim who drinks alcohol is very 
sinful. The Prophet Muhammad © said: 
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Abdullah Ibn Omar R narrated that 
Rasoolullah said: 

“If anyone drinks any alcoholic drinks, 
God will not accept his prayer for forty days, 
but if he repents Allah will accept his repen- 
tance.” Reported in Ahmad and Ibn Majah 


ALCOHOL IS THE MOTHER OF ALL EVILS 


The Prophet Muhammad +: referred to 
alcohol as the ‘mother of all sins’. 
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Othman narrated that Rasoolullah (P ) 
once said: 
“Avoid drinking wine for it is the mother 
of all sins.” 
Reported in An-Nasa’ee 


This is because after drinking alcohol, the 
mind is not steady. The mind becomes blurry 
and a person cannot think clearly. This may 
cause the person to commit other sins with- 
out realizing it. For example, one day, a pious 
man was forced to drink. He eventually got 
drunk. The next day, he found out that after 
he got drunk, he had committed murder and 
adultery. The alcohol caused him to commit 2 









other major sins without him realizing it. This 
shows how dangerous alcohol is. Indeed, 
alcohol is the ‘mother of all sins.’ Every day 
police investigators in America and around 
the world encounter many crimes that were 
committed under the influence of alcohol. 




























THE HARMS OF ALCOHOL: 


lL. Through alcohol, the stomach 
2. Causes loss of appetite. 
3. Makes one age quicker. 


gradually loses its ability to function properly. 


4. Weakens and reduces the ability to think and speak properly. 


5. Causes heart failure. 


6. Creates fights and tension between 


people. 


7. Leads towards great sins, such as adultery and murder. 


8. Wastes money. 
9. Causes liver damage. 


10. Alcohol causes road accidents 


CONCLUSION 


No other substance has caused nearly the 
amount of death, chaos, crime, and pain. 
Alcohol is like a poison to the human body 
and mind. It is also a poison to society. 
Alcohol is also dangerous because it is addic- 
tive. Once a person begins to drink alcohol, it 
is very hard to Stop. Allah | ites Glew Warns 


and innocent lives lost. 


us to stay away from alcohol, and places that 
serve it. Allah (ic; ct. gives us such 
instructions because He is All-Knowing. 
Everything in Islam has a good reason 
behind it. Some reasons we know, and others 
we don’t. Allah lds Gi. knows what we 
don't know. We also know that Allah wants 
what is best for His believers. This is why we 


should trust Allah and obey him in every 
way. 
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The Long Term Health Effects Of Alcohol 
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Central Nervous System anaes 3 
* headaches 
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1. Write an essay of the medical harms of drinkin g alcohol. 


2. Learn a story about crime committed by someone who was under the 
influence of alcohol. Share this story with your classmates. 


Stretch Your Mind D 





1. Compare and contrast between behavior of someone getting drunk and being really angry. 


2. “Khamr and crime are friends.” Explain this statement and prove your points. 














Describe how. Allah-er. adually rohit ibited drink RME ng wink ve. i 
3 Determine if the following statements are true or false: 
amr may be halal if someone drinks only a little bet. nE : 
5 "Drinking KAATI is absolutely haram whether the drinker become drunk or not. 
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E Prophet Muhammad cursed six pies of people wh deal with khamr; who are they? 


0 AOA thse punish the person who drinks wine in thi s life. Support your 
® Describe 6 one ype of E pue RaTEN awaiting Alcohol drinkers in the PrerenfieT 
a your answer Balin a ı hadeeth. 








i Surat Al- Maidah, Allah n mentione 4 that mE ee makes people do three wrong 
behaviors after drinking Alcohol. What are those wrong actions? 








Dangerous Life Styles II: 
Pork and Other Haram 
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Allah blessed us with many of His gifts 
and favors. Food and drinks are among the 
most important favors of Allah. Look around 
and you will see that Planet Earth is full of 
Allah’s bounties, and God made it all avail- 
able to our consumption. 


Allah says in Surat Luqman 
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“Do you not see that-Allah has made 
what is in the Heavens and what is in the 
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{) Recognize the gifts of food and nutrition that Adah gave to us. 
€} Understand that Allah made the good food permissible to people. 
kY Understand that Allah made harmful food prohibited. 

a Learn that pork products are all Haram, or Peniela] to eat. 

5 Understand reasons behind the prohibition of pork in Islam. 


Earth available to you, and He bestowed 
upon His seen and unseen favors.” [Surat 


Luqman 31:20] 


“Ọ mankind! Fat the lawful and good 
things out of what is in the Earth, and do not 
follow the footsteps of the Shaytan; surely he 
is your open enemy.” [Surat-ul-Baqarah 
2:168] 








By the mercy of Allah and His kindness 
towards us, Allah has permitted us to eat all 
good things, and He has not forbidden any- 
thing but those that are impure and 
unhealthy. Allah prevented us from eating 
certain kinds of harmful meats, like pork and 
the meets of predators and dead animals. 

He says concerning the mission of the 
Prophet +, 
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“He will make lawful for them all good 
things and prohibit for them what is 
unhealthy and unwholesome.” 17: 157] 





Food and drinks have a direct 
our health. That is why Islam has 
regulations about what we put inside our 
bodies. Allah uda dle Wants His believers 
to be in the best health both physically, psy- 
chologically and spiritually. 


effect on 
prescribed 


When Muslims are healthy, a healthy 
Muslim society can be easily established. 
Allah has forbidden eating the meats of pigs, 
wild animals and birds and flesh of dead ani- 
mals. Muslims show their obedience to Allah 
by abstaining from pork and other Haram 
meats and food. Allah even prohibited 
overeating and all kinds of Israaf, or 
wastage.This obedience brings them the 
blessings of Allah and helps them maintain a 
healthy and happy Muslim society. 


Allah Prohibits Pork and other Unhealthy Meats 


Allah ss «i... prohibits the consump- 
tion of pork in no less than 4 different places 
in the Qur'an. Allah orders us in the Qur'an 
not to consume the flesh of swine and dead 
animals. 
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Forbidden to you is: an animal which 
died by itself, blood and flesh of swine, and 
what is slaughtered by names other than that 
of Allah, and animals that were strangled, 
beaten to death, killed by a fall, or by being 
smitten with the horn, that which wild beasts 
have attacked, except what you slaughter 
before they die, what is sacrificed on stone 
altars (idols) and that you divide by the 
arrows. All that is a transgression. 














This day have those who disbelieve 
despaired of your religion, so fear them not, 
and fear Me. This day have I perfected for 
you your religion and completed My favor 
on you and chosen for you Islam as a reli- 
gion; but whoever is compelled by hunger, 
not inclining willfully to sin, then surely 
Allah is Forgiving, Merciful. { Surat-ul- 
Ma’‘idah 5:3] 


In the above verse, Allah says that dead 
animals, blood, the flesh of swine and ani- 
mals slaughtered for idols are all prohibited. 
In another verse [6: 145], Allah describes 
these meats as filthy. Therefore, these meats 
are unfit for human consumption and we 
must stay away from them. For Allah forbids 
only that which is impure and harmful. 


It should be noted that all pork prod- 
ucts are prohibited and not only the meat. 
Lard, which is the pig’s fat, is prohibited too. 
It is unfortunate that food factories use it in 
processing many kinds of food, deli, sweets 
and even hygiene products like soap and 
tooth paste. Muslims should always try their 
utmost best to avoid all foods that include all 


pork products. 
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.and Unlawful Meats 
In contrast, the following meats are 
described by Allah and the Prophet as unlaw- 


ful meats: 


1. Pork products (Pork, ham, bacon and lard). 
2. Wild animals that feed on other animals 
(Lions, tigers, wolves, hyenas etc.). 

3. Dead animals, including those dead 
because of accidents like falling, or being suf- 
focated, hit or preyed on by a wild animal. 

4. Dogs 

5. Donkeys and mules 

6. Mice and rats 

7. Worms and insects, except locust. 


There is enough evidence to show that 
the flesh of swine is not at all good for 
human consumption. 


Harmful Effects of 
Eating Pork, Blood and 
Dead Animals 


When you go to the food store and pass 
by the meat department you see many kinds 
of meat. You always see beef, lamb, chicken, 
fish and seafood. You will not see dog, cat, 
and donkey or mule meats, because almost 
all people believe it is prohibited or find it 
disgusting. However, in America and many 
other countries you can easily see pork. Pork 
is pigs’ meat and many people, especially 
Christians, like to eat it. However, in Islam, 
pork products are strictly prohibited and con- 
sidered Haram. It is a major sin for a Muslim 
to eat pork or any pork products. 

The fact that eating pork is prohibited in 
Islam is well-known. The main reason for this 
is because Allah tss ob... prohibits this par- 
ticular meat in the Qur’an. Prophet 
Muhammad .°: also ordered Muslims not to 

eat pigs’ meat or fat nor sell it to others. 





Medical experts have recently discovered 
the harms of pork meat and research shows 
that eating pork can cause many health risks 
Allah | ts; cin. tells us to take care of our | 
bodies, and avoid anything that may damage 
it. Pig's bodies contain many toxins, er 
and latent diseases. Although some of these 
infestations are found in other animals, mod- 
ern veterinarians say that pigs are far more 
subject to these illnesses than other animals 
This could be because pigs like to hunt and 

will eat any kind of food, including dead 
Insects, worms, rotting carcasses, excrement 
(including their own), garbage, and other 
pigs. 

Eating pork can cause no less than seven- 
ty different types of diseases. A person can 
have various Helminthes, like roundworm 
pinworm, hookworm, etc. One of the meee 
dangerous is Taenia Solium, which is also 
called “tapeworm.” It stays in the intestine 
and is very long. Its eggs enter the blood 
stream and can reach almost all the organs of 
the body. If it enters the brain it can cause 
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Abdullah Ibn Omar (R ) narrated that Rasoolullah said: 
Two kinds of dead animals and two types of blood were 

made lawful to us: the two dead animals are fish and Jo t 

and the two bloods are liver and spleen.” i 





memory loss. If it enters the he 
heart attack and if it enters the 
cause blindness. If it enters the 
cause liver damage. It can dam 
the organs of the body. 

One can also say the same about the 
harms of the meat of dead animals and oth 
prohibited meats. Harmful bacteria and vn 
sometimes deadly ones can quick] i 
dead animals’ flesh and blood. It is cena 
a = completely unhealthy to consume 
su ings and that i 
ae g tis why Allah made them 

_ You might be puzzled to see Allah pro- 
hibiting eating blood. You may ask are there 
people around who consume blood? The 
answer is yes. There are people in certain 
parts of our world who use blood in their 
food. While they see that as sensible, 
Muslims believe it is unlawful food. Prophet 
Muhammad explained that blood is haram 
however, the spleen and liver of the lawful 
animal is halal. Most of the components of 


these two organs are mad 
| e of blood 
into flesh. “eee 


art it can cause 
eye it can 

liver it can 

age almost all 
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Reported in Ahmad and Ibn Majah 

























Islam is not the only religion in m 
pork is prohibited. Other religions teach the , 
same rule also. For example; In en por 
consumption is forbidden. The Jews — 
in the Old Testament. It is clearly stated: 

"And the swine, though he divided the 
hoof, and be clovenfooted,yet he cheweth i 
the cud; he is unclean to you. Of their fles . 
shall ye not eat, and their carcass shall ye no 
touch; they are unclean to you. “Leviticus 
go the swine, pae — 

t cheweth not the cud, it is | 
paren you: ye shall not eat of their 
flesh, nor touch their dead carcass. 

14:8). 
iar Pn Aan believe that this verse 
was directed only at the Jews. But Jesus Ming» 
self says during the Sermon on the e 
"Think not that I am come to destroy the 
Law, or the Prophets: I am not come to 
fulfill.” | 
ae cities say that, after a vision by 
St. Peter, God cleansed all animals and made 
them fit and lawful for human consumption. 
If ALL animals are cleansed by Peter's vision, 
this includes dogs, cats, vultures, and rats. F 
But you just don't see people getting excite 


? 
IS PORK FORBIDDEN TO MUSLIMS nial 





about a cat-meat sandwich like they do a 
barbecued pork or bacon. Others say that i 
was Paul who rescinded the law forbidding 
pork to humans, in order to appease the 
Romans, who enjoyed the taste of pig-meat. 
Many excuses have been given, but none are 
a ee al Eastern traditions also discour- 
age the eating of pork. The 3,000 year old 
i ok of Rites says, 

e e does not eat the flesh of 
gfe ee Chinese are avid eaters of 

pork today, physicians of ancient China rec- 

ognized pork-eating as the root of — aa 

human ailments. Buddhists, Jains and Hindu 

usually avoid eating any kind of meat. 


KINDNESS TO ANIMALS 


It must also be remembered that just 
because eating pig meat is haram that does 
not mean we should hate pigs. There are 
many other animals that we can’t eat like 
cats, dogs, eagles, lions, cheetahs and tigers 
to mention a few. Does that mean we s oi 
hate or hurt them? They are Allah its; 


Jla S creations, and we should always show 


kindness to all animals, except in case of self 
defense. 


Every creature was created by Allah for a 


d us 
ose. The Prophet always encourage 
tibe kind to animals. Although we should 
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not eat the meat of the pig, it doesn't mean 
that we should hate pigs. We should show 
them the same kindness as any other animal, 
and not abuse or torture them. Pigs ~ 
high on tests devised to determine anim 
intelligence; in other words, they are very 
smart. It is ironic that people in Europe 7 
believed that pork would taste better if e 
pigs were kept in a state of filth, but ed is 
not the natural inclination of the pig. When 
left to their own devices, it is said that Pigs 
do not like to soil their sleeping quarters. As 
for their tendency to wallow in mud, that is 
done mainly to keep cool. 








CONCLUSION 


Even if we did not know about the harm- 


ful effects of eating pork and other unlawful - 
foods, this would not change our belief that it 


is haram at all. We 


must follow Allah’s 


orders even if we could not understand full 


the wisdom behind 


(peace be upon him) was expelled from the 
garden, it was because he ate from the forbid- 
den tree. We do not know anything about 
that tree, and Adam did not need to ask why 
he was forbidden to eat from it. Rather it was 
sufficient for him, as it is sufficient for us and 


it. When Prophet Adam 


for every believer, to know that Allah has for- 


bidden it. It is not required of the believer to 
always find a scientific justification for the 
divine prohibitions. Hoy ever, if they look 
and find it, they must share the information, 
that will increase peopl’s faith. To the con- 
trary, lack of confirmation should not ques- 
tion the authenticity of the Qur'an. We 
believe that all Qur'an’s statements are true, 
and if science has not confirmed some of 
them yet, it will do so in the future. 


Related Literature 


Dr. E. Kazim. M.D. in his article "Medical 


Aspects of Forbidde 


n Foods in Islam" July 


1981 issue of Muslim Journal) has described 
diseases carried or caused by the flesh of the 


swine. He writes: 


“The pig is a scavenger. It is an omnivo- 
rous animal. It eats everything. There are 
many diseases carried from Swine to man, 


particularly parasite 


infestations. Lately 


extensive research has been focused on senili- 


ty-old age is characterized by hardening of 
inner lining of the blood vessels of the heart, 


brain etc., a process called atherosclerosis. 
When a clot forms, it results in coronary 
thrombosis, or a heart attack, or cerebral 
thrombosis or stroke. 


Different dietary factors are responsible 


for atherosclerosis. G 


ross atheroma may be 


produced in rabbits by feeding them with 
cholesterol, but when you add lard (derived 
from hog fat) to the cholesterol, the incidence 
of atheroma is increased and thus you would 
produce coronary thrombosis, and myocar- 


dial infraction. 


Besides, lard contains 2800 units of vita- 


min D per 100 grams 
Lately Vitamin D has 
for atheroma, by caus 
tion of calcium in the 


human beings, serum 


and no vitamin A at all. 
been held responsible 
ing increased absorp- 
blood vessels, In 
cholesterol is not 
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dependent on the intake of cholesterol in the 
diet, but depends upon the proportion of ani- 
mal fats in the diet, which elevates the þeta- 
lipo protein level in the blood. Animal fats 
contain saturated fatty acids and these satu- 
rated fatty acids have been found to be as one 
of the causes of atheroma in man. Medium 
fat bacon contains 25% proteins and 55% fat. 


According to medical research, the fat 
content in pork is more than any other meat, 
(beef, lamb etc.) and it takes longer to digest. 
Dr. M Jaffer in an article in the Islamic 
Review (London) of January 1997 issue has 
listed 16 kinds of harmful germs which have 
been discovered in pork in modern research 
and the diseases which could be caused by 
them. The number of patients suffering from 
tapeworm disease is the highest in the world 
among pork eating nations. Other diseases 
attributed to pigs are caused by tri-chinelia 
spirates and intestinal worms.” 


Dr. Glen Shepherd wrote the following on 


the dangers of eating pork in Washington 
Post (31 May 1952), 


“One in six people in USA and Canada 
have germs in their muscles - trichinosis 8 
from eating pork infected with trichina 


















worms. Many people who are infected show 
no symptoms. Most of those who have it 
recover slowly. Some die; some are reduced 
to permanent invalids. All were careless pork 
eaters." 

He continued, "No one is immune from 
the disease and there is no cure. Neither 
antibiotics nor drugs or vaccines affect these. 
tiny deadly worms. Preventing infection is 
the real answer." 

After reading the statement of Dr. 
Shepherd, one can realize that there is no real 
guarantee of safety when eating pork that 
one would not be affected by trichina worm. 
That is why modern doctors advise three pro- 
hibitions during illness: no liquor, no pork 
and no smoking. 

Muslims follow the divine law which is 
much higher than the medical advice. The 
Glorious Qur'an says, "So eat of the lawful 
and good food which Allah has provided for 
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* Always avoid eating pork and its products like 
bacon, ham and lard. 


* Always be careful to check the sweets and other food ingredients 
before you eat it. Lard, which is pig’s fat, is commonly used in 
many deli, sweets and other types of food. 





you, and thank the bounty of your Lord if it 
is Him you serve. He has forbidden for you 
only carrion and blood and swine-flesh and 
that which has been immolated in the name 
of any other than Allah; but he who is driven 
thereto, neither craving nor transgressing, Lo! 
then Allah is Forgiving, Merciful." [Surat-un- | 
Nahl 16:114-115) 

The above is the order from the Creator of 
the universe and the Supreme Law-Giver. All 
Muslims are under the obligation to obey it. 
This is a plain and straightforward answer to 
those, who usually ask why Muslims abstain 
from eating pork. Nevertheless, there is no 
sin, if a Muslims is forced by famine or star- 
vation to eat pork in order to save his life. 


http: / /www.miraclesofthequran.com 






















Projects and Activities ) 





Write an essay about the medical harms of pork. 


Stretch Your Mind 


| 1 
. What is more harmful to society, addiction to alcohol or eating much pork? 


2. In Islam, Muslim wine drinkers get punished, but not pork eaters. Why? 








Q _What are uit main sade, of meat that À 
; A Bi Allah prohibit ce attain types of meat? 

3) AEN neag aae TER we are allowed to eat? S 
from Al-Qur'an or the EmEN 


4 i Wh at = =E — = 
E. pa AE A, ons Say about pork? Support your answer with a quotation fro 






llah made unlawful to eat? 











upport your answer with evidence 
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Dangerous Life Styles III: 
Gambling and Lottery 
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Before Islam, gambling was a social evil. 
When Islam came, Allah strictly forbade all 
forms of gambling, including betting, lottery, 
and other games of chance. Gambling has 
unfortunately become an acceptable practice 
in Muslim society due to its wide scale pro- 
motion by the media. Many governments 
legalize and even organize gambling and lot- 
tery activities. In some cases, they devote 
portions of the lottery profits to charity. 
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Islam forbids gambling in all ways and 
forms. Any money gained through gambling 
is considered haram. 


Taking someone else’s money by winning | ; i 


a game of chance is distasteful to Islam. It is a 

basic principle of Islam that a person should A 
not take money which he has not earned or <2 
worked for or exchanged it with halal prod- 

uct. This is for reasons of fairness and justice. 
Maysir is the Arabic word for gambling in 
the Qur’an. It is derived from a root word 














that literally means “easy” and “something race or a knight to win the fight. If he bet on 

attained easily with almost no effort.” Qimaar the winner, he will double or triple his 

is another Arabic word for gambling. money, but if he loses, his money is totally 
gone. 


Traditional gambling involves games of 


chance, like rolling dice or playing cards. If Every transaction in which gain and loss 


the player happens to roll or pick the right is due to mere luck and chance is considered 
numbers on the dice or cards, he would sim- gambling in Islam. When gambling is 

ply win. But if he misses, he will lose his involved, it means that the winner takes the 
money in a matter of minutes or even sec- money of the loser without having lawfully 
onds. 


earned it. Islam teaches us to follow the prop- 
er practice in earning money through our 


Rihan, or betting, was another ancient halal work and effort, not relying on mere 
form of gambling. In old times people used to chance. Consequently, gambling was 
bet money on horse races, fights and other declared unlawful. Today gambling has taken 
games and sports. In this case, a person many forms, such as betting and lottery. 


would bet his money on a horse to win the These are among the most well known forms 


of gambling. 


GAMBLING TODAY 


In every era and every land, gambling is 
practiced in a variety of ways. Gambling 
today takes countless different forms. 
Nevertheless, gambling in all its forms is pro- 
hibited. Here are the most common kinds of 
gambling available today: 


Games 
of chance | 


| Gambling 





Betting 








Games of Chance 


Among the most widespread practices 
today are slot machines, jackpots, roulettes, 
cards games, Bingo and many other games. 
Casinos in Las Vegas and elsewhere in 
America and around the world provide thou- 
sands of ways for some gamblers to win and 
millions of others to lose their money. 


Betting 


Betting on the outcome of horse and dog 
races, rodeo, boxing, wrestling matches and 
other prize fights have become popular forms 
of gambling. Even very popular sports like 
soccer, baseball, football, basketball, and 
hockey have unfortunately become subjects 
for betting and gambling. Attempts on the 
part of professional gamblers to fix the out- 
come of such games have caused numerous 
problems. Other common forms of gambling 
include roulette, card and dice games, and 
bingo. Take the case of two persons compet- 
ing in a race on the condition that the loser 








pays the winner $100; or that a person says, 
"If it rains today, I will give you $100, and if 
it does not rain, you will have to give me 
$100." Since one party gains and the other 
loses in a mere chance game, it falls under the 
definition of gambling. 


Lottery 


You probably heard about some people 
who won millions of dollars in lottery. How 
can the lottery companies afford to give out 
these huge prizes? You know that millions of 
people buy lottery tickets hoping that they _ 
will win the grand prize, but they don’t. Over 
99% of those who buy lottery tickets or 
involve in other forms of gambling lose their 
money to lottery and gambling companies. 

Lottery is just one of the most popular 
forms of gambling today. Each and every 
kind of lottery is included within gambling 
and is prohibited. The lottery business has 
now reached an international level. Usually, 
lottery is conducted through a big corpora- 
tion. This corporation makes business selling 
lottery tickets to its customers. With a lottery, 











you buy numbers that are usually on a ticket, 


and different prizes are given to the winning 
numbers. The purchaser of a lottery ticket 
does not buy the ticket with the intention of 
just buying it, but he or she buys it on the 


basis of it being a possible winner. That is the 


reason why this is not merely trade or busi- 
hess venture, but rather it is an act of sin to 
buy these or even to sell them. When few 
people win millions of dollars in lottery, mil- 
lions others lose their money. This is a waste 
of wealth that Islam strongly prohibits. 


Are Free Draws Haram? 


No. Various companies and organizations 
sometimes do promotions for their products 
and services by making free draws. People 
don’t have to pay money, they only have to 
fill out forms or write their names on cards to 
qualify for certain prizes like cars or air tick- 
ets. Then the company officials draw one or 
more forms that carry winners’ names and 
grant them different prizes. This kind of free 
draw is not haram, as long as you don’t have 
to pay money and the prizes are halal. 


PROHIBITION OF 
GAMBLING 


In the jahiliyyah era, the time before 
Islam, a person would gamble away his 
wealth, possessions, and even his wife. When 
losing them, he would go so disappointed at 
his quick and unexpected loss that his anger 
would be inflamed. He would be angry to see 
his belongings suddenly in the hand of the 
winner. This situation created much hatred 
between people so much that fights and _ 
quarrels would erupt between different indi- 
viduals. Often, these fights would involve an 
entire tribe, and it would last for many years. 
Arabian history tell us that a war erupted 
and continued for forty years as a result of 
horse race between two hoses called “Dahis” 
and “Al-Ghabraa.” 


In Islam, gambling is-strictly 
In the Glorious Qur'an, we see tha t ir 

is mentioned while be ne. crt a stêd w i y k 
wine (khamr). Wine, games of chance, idols 
and dividing arrows are: satan’s handiwork 

In the early days of Islam, m, the Pr ph 







gambling and alcohol. God describes maysir, 
which we offen transl = 





revealed regarding this, is in Surah Baqarah, 
which is as follows: = 
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"They ask you concerning wine and gam- 
bling. Say, ‘In them is great sin and some 
benefit for people; but the sin in them is 
ereater than their benefit.” [2:219] 








In the above ayah, the permission to deal 
with wine and gambling is not clarified. Soon 
after understanding this verse, the highly 
ranked companions of the Holy Prophet # 
abstained from them. General public, howev- 
er, were still involved in them and the | 
Prophet « had not said anything that indicat- 
ed their prohibition, until Allah revealed the 
following verse: 
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“Oh believers! Intoxicants and gambling, 
worshipping stones and divination by arrows 
are impure, of Shaytan's handiwork: refrain 
from such abomination that ye may prosper. 
15:90] 


ff 
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In the above verse, the total prohibi- 
tion of alcoholic drinks and gambling has 
been clearly revealed. As you can see, alcohol 
and gambling have always been associated 
together. This is true in almost every society 
that offers gambling as a form of entertain- 
ment. Getting drunk and gambling have 
many things in common. Both are created 
for the temporary pleasure that at the same 
time allows us to lose focus on more impor- 
tant things, such as the remembrance of Allah 
_lldy ctu... and worshipping Him. There are 
many ahadeeth that speak of different games 
often used for gambling, showing that they 
are all forbidden to play. 


Suppose that a Muslim committed the sin of gambling and hap- 
pens to win some money or lots of it. Then he or she realized that 
this was an awful thing to do, What should he or she do with the 


money he or she won? 


Contemporary scholars of Islam said that it is haram for i win- 
ner of lottery, betting or any other forms of gambling to keep the a 
money and use it. Scholars advise the person to give it to poon peop 
or charity organizations. Some scholars, however, recommen RA 
poor people or charity organizations should be told not to re , 
money for buying food or spending on spiritual matters ine uying 
Qur’ans, prayer rugs, or going to Hajj. The wisdom behind that is i 
to make people eat food or worship Allah the use haram BER 
type of money, they say, should be used in paying utility , buy i 
gas for the car, buying appliances and other household items, repair 
ing broken machines, buying travel tickets, etc. 























Gambling Statistics 


oo 


What is unique about the curr 


ent gambling situation is the speed at which it has gone from an 
undercurrent in American society to high-profile, socially recognized activity, 





The gambling industry has grown tenfold in the US. since 1975. 
Thirty-seven states now have lotteries. 
15 million people display some sign of gambling addiction. 


Two-thirds of American adults placed some kind of bet every year. 


Gambling profits in casinos are more than $30 billion, while lotteries are about $17 billion annually. 


"Players" with household incomes under $10,000 bet nearly 


three times as much on lotteries as 
those with incomes over $50,000. 


In 1973, state lotteries had $2 billion in sales. By 1997, the revenues reached $34 billion. 


Gambling among young people is on the increase: 42 percent of 14-year-olds, 49 percent of 
15-year-olds, 63 percent of 16-year-olds, 76 percent of 18-year-olds. 


There are now approximately 260 casinos on Indian reservations 
(in 31 states and with $6.7 billion in revenue), 


Internet gambling has nearly doubled every year since 1997 — in 2001 it exceed $2 billion. 
The Internet boasts 110 sport-related gambling sites. 


According to the American Psychological Association, the Internet could be as addictive as alcohol, 
drugs, and gambling. 


After casinos opened in Atlantic City, the total number of crimes within a thirty-mile radius 
increased 100 percent. 


The average debt incurred by a male pathological gambler in the U.S. is between $55,000 and 
$90,000 (it is $15,000 for female gamblers). 


The average rate of divorce for problem gamblers is nearly double that of non-gamblers. 


The suicide rate for pathological gamblers is twenty times higher than for non-gamblers 
(one in five attempts suicide). 


sixty-five percent of pathological gamblers commit crimes to support their gambling habit. 
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Some people claim that they gamble just 
for fun and don't spend a lot of money. Such 
people are doing a great sin, because they are 
not avoiding gambling, but instead they are 
using it for entertainment. This may eventu- 
ally drag them to become addicted to gam- 
bling and over the years they lose so much 
money on this insanity. Gambling indeed is a 
very addictive entertainment. 


Gambling entails religious, social, 
moral and economic harms. Some of them 
are enumerated below: 


1. Gambling distracts those who partake 
the game from the remembrance of Allah and 
prayer. When a gambler sits continuously for 
hours together, he is so absorbed in it that he 
forgets everything around him; rather he 
becomes unconscious of his own self. He for- 
gets his households and family. How, then, 
can he take care of his prayer? 


2. Gambling sows the seeds of disputes 
and quarrels among the gamblers which ulti- 
mately assume hatred among them. This 
point is made clear in the following verse : 


seat eh 


“Only would Satan sow hatred and strife 
among you, by wine, and games of chance 
and turn you aside from the remembrance of 
Allah, and from prayer. Will you not, there- 
fore, abstain from them?” (5:91) 


3. The sin of gambling is greater than its 
benefit. 


4. It corrupts morals, making people 
sluggish in waiting to get wealthy by luck 
a and chance. It turns their heads away from 


EVIL EFFECTS OF GAMBLING 


hard work and production through agricul- 
ture, industry, business-the foundation stone 
of social living and human prosperity. 


5. It enslaves the gambler, who becomes a 
mute slave in the hands of gambling and sel- 
dom succeeds in abandoning it. When he 
earns some benefit, his greed for gambling 
increases and when he loss the game, even 
then his interest in the games of chance 
increases to make good the loss. In this way, 
he remains awfully engaged in gambling 
until he becomes poor. 


6. It brings about a sudden chaos in the 
countries due to sheer waste of wealth by los- 
ing the game. 


7. It usurps the wealth of towns and 
transfers it to the hands of the mischief-mon- 
gers within and outside the country. Thus 
gambling is a root-cause of countless eco- 
nomic evils, reducing many rich people to 
poverty and ultimately forcing them to com- 
mit suicide. 


8. Gambling is usually associated with 
increase of crime, suicide, divorce and other. 
major epidemics in the society. 


We seek refuge in Allah from gambling 
and its ancillary sins. 


















FAITH IN ACTION 






Always avoid: 
* Being part of betting and gambling. 
* Buying lottery tickets. 
* Paying money on games of chance. 
* Watching gambling related shows or activities. 





| \ Projects and Activities ) 


1. ay F Ii E [ae ~ ; ‘ 
Develop a list of gambling games that people do in current times. 


2. Share a story with your classmates about the harms of gambling. 





A Stretch Your Mind | 





1. What are the reasons behind the prohibition of gambling? 


2. Compare and contrast gambling and trade. Exp] h 
He permitted trade. plain why Allah prohibited gambling while 


3. What are the similarities of drinking khamr and gambling, 





in terms of harming people? - 











a Se = b, Lottery œ. Betting — 
tare the Arabic words for gambling and betting? = T 
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What i is the Islamic ruling on gambling? Support your answer th evidence from 
x Al- ate an. 







Suppose: you mada: a Vse and won some money EaD UAS or from a lottery 
ticket. What should you do in this case? 


poi 
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Mental Drugs 





D Learn about the things that waste time and energy. j = 
2 Recognize that games and entertainment can be addictive an act as “menta gs. 


@) Realize that “mental drugs” can distract people’s attention aE) from worship, 


studying and other serious things in life. 





l ” j s and danger 
tni YOu leena gn alconol ane aver you aan a Wida 
However, harm doesn’t stop there. In this lesson, you wi ames i Let us learn about 
j dea oat are mol necessarily intoxicants or used to cure “mental ponent a 
ae habits and addictions that can hurt you like the addictive substances do . 


Muhammad learns many lessons 


if ce h e 
In the 8th grade class, Teacher Hiba walked inside the classroom. “Assalamu Alaykum class,” s 
ted the class. 
Se Wa'alaykum As-Salam,” the class cheerfully responded. PN 
“Everyone, please get out yesterday's homework and place it on your 


i d to check them.” The teacher said. e n 
eo Sere oie a their notebooks on their desks, Teacher Hiba began walking throug 


the class checking. Muhammad was nervous. He hadn't done his homework. He couldn’t stop play- 
e cla . 
ing his video game until he finished at least the 5th level. 

“Muhammad?” Sr.Hiba interrupted his thoughts. 

“Yes, Teacher Hiba?” Muhammad was scared. 


“ i ” Teacher Hiba said confused. oe | N 
iA sorry, I promise, this will be the last time,” Muhammad said apologe 


talk 
j m a good student Muhammad; I don’t expect this from you. Stay after class so we can ta 
about it,” Teacher Hiba said. pens 
ni cher Hiba.” Muhammad said. E pe 
B te continued to check around for homeworks. Layan was cate a sear ge ie 
. half-completed the homeworks assignment. Layan was up late watching T.V. 








Muhammad’s mother was calling him; “Muhammad, dinner’s ready.” 





wake up early this morning and do it quickly. But the homework was a lot longer and harder than 
expected. 


“Layan?” Teacher Hiba called her. 
“Yes, Teacher Hiba?” Layan said nervously. 
“You did not complete your assignment.” Teacher Hiba said confused. 
“Yes, I know. I’m sorry. L..umm..it was hard,” Layañ explained. 
“I know you're a good student. But ] will have to ask you to stay after class for a talk.” Teacher 
Hiba said. 
“Yes, Teacher Hiba” Layan said with guilt. When class was over, all the students left the classroom. 
Muhammad, Layan, and Omar stayed behind. 
“Why are you still here Omar”? Layan asked. 
“Teacher Hiba saw my cd-player in my bag.” 
“Oh, why would you bring that to school?” Mohammad asked. 
“I guess I got addicted to this one song. I wanted to listen to it during my break.” 
“Is that so?” Teacher Hiba was coming back after running an errand. 
“or.Hiba!” all three exclaimed. 
"Tm sorry, I did not mean to eavesdrop. But I’m glad I heard that. Take a seat you three.” Teacher 
Hiba said kindly. Muhammad, Layan, and Omar sat on their chairs. | 
“About the music, you said it was addictive?” Teacher Hiba asked Omar. 
“Well one song is..kind of..” Omar said. 


“Right...so addictive that you were willing break the school policy about bringing the cd-player to 
school?” Teacher Hiba asked. 


Omar didn’t have anything to say. Sr. Hiba contmued. “Do you know one big reason why alcohol 
and drugs are dangerous?” | 2 

“Because they are addictive?” Layan answered, 

“Yes, you don’t want to stop. Anyone who takes drugs will get addicted to it. If he/she did not 
have the money to uy it, he/she might go steal money to get it. Addiction is a powerful. This is also 
why it’s dangerous. It’s hard to control. You might commit a crime, rr break a school rule, like you 
did Omar.” Teacher Hiba explained. | 

"Tm so sorry...” Omar couldn't look up to the teacher, he was so ashamed. 

“Now, Muhammad and Layan.” Teacher Hiba said. 

“Yes Teacher Hiba?” Muhammad and Layan both responded. 

“Do you have a good reason for not completing the homework assignment?” 

Neither Muhammad nor Layan knew how to respond. 

“This is a concern for me. It has been a patiern. You were doing excellent at the beginning of the 
year.” Teacher Hiba said worried. 

“Are our grades getting lower?” Layan asked worriedly. 

“T hate to say this, because I know you are good students. But your grades have been affected. 
Whatever it is that’s causing these distractions should be stopped immediately. I suggest that the 
mstant you go home, you start on the important activities. Don’t let any “mental drugs’ become a dis-. 
traction. I will give you two another chance to make-up last night’s assignment,” Teacher Hiba said 
smiling. 

“Thank you so much Teacher Hiba.” Muhammad and Layan said gratefully. : 

Muhammad went home thinking about what Teacher Hiba said. Video games are definitely not 
worth getting bad grades in school. As soon as Muhammad got home, he went straight to his room. 
He got his books and homework out, and started to work on it. It took Muhammad an hour to do it. 
Finally, he was done. “Alhamdullilah, I am done with my homework.” 

Muhammad said, satisfied. He looked at the clock. It was 20 minutes till Salatul-Asr. He had some 
time left to finish level 6 on his new video game. 


Muhammad turned on the video game and began playing. Before he knew it, he was on level 7. 
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i Mental Drugs . 





Muhammad did not hear his mother calling him. He was too involved with the game. 


Muhammad’s mother sent Hani to get his brother. 
“Muhammad!!” Hani shouted. “What?!” Muhammad said, eyes on the T.V. 
“Weve been waiting for you, come on, I’m hungry.” 
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Examples of Mental Drugs are much of: 


“Okay, okay..wait..” 1. Video Games 6, Monies 
Muhammad paused the game, washed up, and went for dinner. After dinner, Muhammad’s mom 2. T.V. Shows 7. Chatting 
: 3. Internet 


said: “Everyone go make wudoo’, It’s almost time for Maghrib.” 

Muhammad ‘gasped. He had totally forgotten about Salat-ul-Asr. 

“What's wrong Muhammad?” 

“I missed Salatul Asr!” 

“But I asked you earlier if you prayed Asr, and you nodded your head..” 

“You did?” 

“Yes, were you not listening to me? You were playing that video game of yours. I suppose that is more 
important than listening to your parents. And now, missing your salah? How could you??!” 
Muhammad’s mother said angrily. 

“Oh..I’m so sorry. I was planning to pray..” Muhammad tried to explain. 

“Yes and the video game changed your plan to pray?? Should I take away this video game away 
from you Muhammad? Ever since you've been playing it, you have been more distant with your fami- 
ly. You are not listening to me when I talk to you. Don’t you see what’s happening? This video game 
is interfering with your responsibilities. How can you miss your salah?!” Muhammad’s mother was 
getting extremely angry. 


8. Music, songs and dancing 
9. Bad pictures and videos 
10. Arcade games 


4. Comedy, jokes 
5. Celebrities and athletes’ news, pictures and fashions 



















® Always give your full attention to worshipping Allah, obeying 


and helping your parents, studying and other serious daily life 
matters. 





4, ™ Always avoid becoming addicted to watching TV, video games, 
and other time wasters. 


“Ym sorry,” Muhammad said ashamed. 
“Don’t be sorry to me, you have committed a crime against Allah sy stam, 
Go make wudoo’ and ask forgiveness from Allah | tx stoem.” 

“Oh mama, I feel so bad.” Muhammad couldn’t stop saying. 

“I realize how dangerous it is. Like Teacher Hiba said, I have turned the video game into a mental 
drug. Astaghfirallah, how can I miss my prayers. 

I’m going to go make up Salat-ul-Asr and repent to Allah pws ct. Inshallah, I'll never let any- 
thing become more important than praying to Allah sts) stna.” Muhammad told his mother. 

Immediately, Muhammad made wudoo’ and prayed. After he finished, he looked at the clock. One 
more hour until Isha prayer. Normally, he would have thought about going to the next level on his 
video game. But now, he went and got a copy of the Holy Qur’an and started to recite verses. 

The next day, Muhammad met Omar at school. 

Omar said to Muhammad, “I decided not to let the internet ruin my life.” 

“How is that?” Muhammad asked. 

“Every day I spend around three hours on it. Some nights I go to bed, but I could not sleep, so I 
sneak back to the computer and stay up very late. I find some school friends up late too chatting like 
me. A few times, I get to see bad stuff! Astaghfirullah, sometimes I let myself go with it, but afterward I 
feel so bad I did. If I did not stop myself, I would get addicted to wasting my life on the Internet, with- 
out much good out of it,” Omar explained. 

“You know Omar, I am not into the internet, but I almost got addicted to the video games. This 
made me forget about salah, schoolwork, my family and other important things. I also decided to be 
balanced. I am learning now to love worship, knowledge and family more than games and entertain- 
ment”, Muhammad said. | 

“I know, we sometimes say we love Allah more than anything else but, astaghfirullah, we inside 
love playing games more than reading Qur’an or praying,” Omar complained. | 

“That is shaytan, he encourages us to get addicted to these mental drugs as teacher Hibah said. He 
makes us give more time to games and TV than to worship, knowledge and other important things. 
This way he sets us apart from loving Allah and worshipping him as we should.” 
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Abu Barzah Al-Aslamiy narratated that Rasoolullah said: 
“The servant's feet would not move during the Day of 
Judgment until he is questioned about: 

1. What he did during his lifetime, 

2. How he used his knowledge, 

3. How he earned his money and where he spent it, 
4. And how he utilized his body.” 
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Lessons Learned 


T: 







Allah gave you life, time, knowledge, good work. During the Day of Judgment, 
money, body and many other gifts in this life. Allah will ask us all about how we used our 
He wants you to use them all in the best time, our brains, our wealth and our bodies. 
manner possible. He wants you to spend Shaytan will not help us there, he will betray 
your life worshipping Him, doing good us. If we are into bad habits and mental 
deeds and being good to people and the envi- drugs, during this life, we will be regretful in 
ronment. Shaytan, on the other hand, wants the Day of Judgment. If we used God's gifts 
you to waste your life and everything God as Allah wishes, we will enjoy a happy life 
gave you in doing bad deeds and avoiding here, and Jannah in the other life. 


1. Create a list of the things that may distract you away from worship, 
I | studying and other important duties in your life 


2. Write a poem about “mental drugs.” 


Study Questions 


What are some of the things that distract your mind away from worshipping 
Allah, studying, and other important daily life matters? 
How can games, movies and chatting negatively influence your daily life? 








What will every person be asked about during the Day of Judgment? Support 
your answer with a hadeeth. 





















